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The Chautauqua Movement which began in 1874 in upper state New
York as a Sunday school assembly spread rapidly throughout the South. A
Chautauqua group was founded at DeFuniak Springs, Florida, in 1884, and
large crowds assembled annually to hear inspirational and scientific lectures,
dramatic readings, and musical performances. This is a photograph, ca. 1913,
of the train arriving in DeFuniak Springs with the visitors for the Florida
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DeFuniak Springs, and the copy was loaned by the John C. Pace Library,
University of West Florida, Pensacola.
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JACKSONVILLE AS A NINETEENTH-CENTURY
RAILROAD CENTER
by H ERBERT J. D OHERTY , J R .*
in Florida, as in most parts of
T the United States, wasbuilding
premised upon the idea that the railHE EARLIEST RAILROAD

roads were an adjunct to water transport and that their primary
purposes were to connect interior commercial or agricultural
centers with seaports or to bridge land barriers between waterways. The notion that railroads alone might connect so as to
provide an inland transportation system was not readily grasped
by many early businessmen and politicians, most of whose economic horizons were parochially oriented. Indeed, pioneer railroad interests in Florida were so disturbed by the thought that
Georgia railroads might drain off north Florida business to
Georgia seaports that they urged politicians in the 1850s to prevent any Florida railroad from building close enough to the
Georgia border to link up with a Georgia railroad. 1 The Civil
War, however, proved the benefit of inter-connected commongauge railroad systems. In the North, where the railroads were
more often connected and were mostly built to 4’81/2” gauge, the
system proved a valuable military resource. In the South, the
greater variety of gauges and the more frequent absence of
linkages between roads proved to be a grave handicap.
The Civil War was fought for the most part on southern soil,
and its railroads suffered more devastation than did those of the
North. At war’s end almost every southern railway could be
described as little more than streaks of rust running through the
woods, except where marauding Union soldiers had pulled rails
up, frequently twisting them around trees so that they could not
be put back in place. After the war southern rail capitalists
grimly held on to their ramshackle properties, scratching wherever
*

Mr. Doherty is professor of history and director of social sciences and
behavioral studies, University of Florida. He is former president of the
Florida Historical Society.

1. George Warren Pettengill, Jr., The Story of the Florida Railroads, 18351903 (Boston, 1952), 63.
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they could for funds to rebuild, but often losing out to northern
or foreign investors by the early 1870s.
Of all of the southeastern states, Florida had the poorest railroad system. There were only a few dozen miles operating in
1860, and the first cross-state railroad running from Fernandina
did not reach Cedar Key until March 1, 1861. All lines were located in the northern third of the state. After the Civil War they
were bankrupt and lacked both equipment and traffic. Most companies were lucky if they could run their trains as often as three
times a week. 2 During the 1870s many roads came under the
control of speculators who milked off their assets and left them
little improved. In the 1880s, however, this condition began to
change. The Florida Internal Improvement Fund, which had been
created by the state before the Civil War to promote transportation facilities, was brought out of insolvency during the administration of Governor William D. Bloxham. He sold 4,000,000 acres
of state land to Philadelphia steel manufacturer Hamilton Disston
for $1,000,000. Although it was criticized, Bloxham’s action did
enable the Internal Improvement Fund trustees to resume assistance for railroad development. The decades of the 1880s and
1890s became the golden years for railroad growth in Florida.
Jacksonville’s first line, the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central
Railroad, was chartered in 1851. Dr. A. S. Baldwin was head of
the company. It was financed by bonds, including a $50,000 issue
floated by the city of Jacksonville, which became that community’s first bonded indebtedness. Grading of the road began
in 1857, and it was completed to Baldwin in 1859, and to Alligator
(later Lake City) the following year. A grand excursion was conducted on March 15, 1860, to commemorate the event. The people
of Columbia County welcomed the visitors from Jacksonville,
many of whom were enjoying their first train ride. Ironically,
when yellow fever broke out in Jacksonville in 1857, the railroad builders, clearing and draining the marshy areas for the
tracks, were accused of having released malarial miasmas which
brought on the dreaded plague. 3 During the Civil War the line
2. John F. Stover, The Railroads of the South, 1865-1900 (Chapel Hill,
1955), 94-95.
3. T. Frederick Davis, History of Jacksonville, Florida and Vicinity, 15131924 (St. Augustine, 1925), 341-42; Pleasant Daniel Gold, History of
Duval County, Including Early History of East Florida (St. Augustine,
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experienced grave financial difficulties, and, during the four Federal occupations of Jacksonville, it was alternately torn up by
Confederate and Union forces. The line had some importance to
the South, however, because it connected with David Levy Yulee’s
Florida Railroad at Baldwin. Despite the fact that Federal troops
destroyed Yulee’s terminals at Cedar Key and Fernandina and the
Jacksonville terminal, the two railroads played an important role
throughout the conflict providing interior communications.
For twenty-two years the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central
was the only railroad into Jacksonville. Military necessity during
the Civil War had overcome the provincial fear of connecting to
Georgia railroads, and in 1864 the Confederate government built
a line from Dupont, Georgia, to Live Oak, connecting the Florida,
Atlantic and Gulf Central to a Georgia line running to Savannah. With the close of hostilities new rails were laid between
Baldwin and Jacksonville, a depot was built to replace the one
destroyed during the war, and regular passenger trains began
moving again on July 20, 1865. 4 In the first years after the war, all
rail travel from the North and West to Jacksonville came via this
line from DuPont to Live Oak. During these years financial distress continued to plague the road, and it went in and out of
receivership until 1882, when it was purchased by the English
capitalist Sir Edward Reed and his associates. Now known as
the Florida Central and Western Railroad, it incorporated lines
reaching to Chattahoochee, Monticello, and St. Marks. The entire line, built to five-foot gauge, was extensively repaired, and in
1883, a Jacksonville newspaper noted: “Passengers, who have
recently traveled over the entire line . . . report the track of that
road in a much improved condition. . . . The speed of the through
trains is now about 20 miles per hour.“ 5 The Florida Central and
Western’s Jacksonville terminal was near the waterfront at the
foot of Julia Street.
In 1881 two other railroads came to Jacksonville. The first was
the Fernandina and Jacksonville, organized by two wealthy New
York developers, E. H. Harriman of Union Pacific fame and
1929), 124; Richard A. Martin, The City Makers (Jacksonville, 1972), 21;
Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 20-21.
4. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 64; Martin, City Makers, 75.
5. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, August 21, 1883; Gold, Duval County,
178-79.
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Bayard Cutting. The route of this line was from Jacksonville to
Hart’s Road, the small settlement on the Fernandina to Cedar
Key Railroad route later called Yulee. Its primary purpose was to
cut thirty-two miles off the Jacksonville-Fernandina trip, which
had previously been routed via Baldwin and Callahan. When the
line was opened on April 6, 1881, the trip could be traveled in one
hour and forty-five minutes each way. Owning two locomotives,
three passenger cars, two baggage-express cars, and ten freight
cars, the line operated one round trip per day. 6
Shortly after the new Fernandina line opened, Henry B.
Plant’s Savannah, Florida and Western, a predecessor of the
Atlantic Coast Line, opened a route from Waycross through
Folkston and Callahan to Jacksonville. Using leased convict labor,
it was completed April 23, 1881, with the ceremonious driving of
a silver spike at the twenty-seventh mile post. Popularly known
as the Waycross Short Line, it provided Jacksonville with a more
direct link with the North than the old Live Oak connection. The
terminals of these two new lines were located some distance from
each other in Jacksonville, but they were also near the riverfront.
The Savannah, Florida and Western depot was east of Broad
Street about where the Seaboard Coast Line building stands in
1980. The Fernandina and Jacksonville depot was on east Bay
Street west of Hogan’s Creek. The Maxwell House Coffee plant
was later built near this location, but the depot was on the south
side of Bay Street. 7
In 1884, the Fernandina and Jacksonville was merged with the
Florida Central and Western and the old Yulee system, now called
the Florida Transit and Peninsular Railroad. Sir Edward Reed
was again involved, acting for a syndicate of foreign capitalists
which incorporated the new organization as the Florida Railway
and Navigation Company. Reed became president of the company. 8 To bring these roads into a common terminal, the Jacksonville Belt Railroad was constructed in 1886 to connect the
6. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 47-48; “Documents re. corporate histories
of predecessors Seaboard Airline Railroad,” 48, typescript in P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
7. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 65; Davis, Jacksonville, 346, see also map
facing p. 356; Map of the City of Jacksonville, published by H. and
W. B. Drew Co., Jacksonville, 1906.
8. “Predecessors Seaboard Airline Railroad,” 48; Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 50.
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Depot at Jacksonville Beach on the Florida East Coast Railway, built after
that company acquired the Jacksonville and Atlantic Railway and extended
it to Mayport in 1900. (Photograph courtesy of H. J. Doherty.)

Murry Hall Hotel, Pablo Beach. Photograph from History of Duval County,
by Pleasant Daniel Gold.
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Union Depot, Jacksonville, August 16, 1926. Photograph courtesy of Strozier
Library.
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Tampa, & Key West Railroad. Engine No. 4 (Baldwin, 1884);
later South Florida Engine No. 604, and then A.C.L. Engine No. 563. Photograph, ca. 1885, courtesy of Strozier Library.
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Fernandina and Jacksonville route with the Florida Railway and
Navigation Company depot at the foot of Hogan Street. After
operating under receivership from 1885 until 1888, the latter
company was reorganized in 1889 as the Florida Central and
Peninsular Railway Company, with the controlling interest moving into the hands of the Seaboard Air Line Railway by 1900.
Pride of the Florida Central and Peninsular in the 1890s was the
“Flying Cracker.” This was an express passenger train that
traveled from Jacksonville to Tampa by way of Baldwin, Ocala,
and Wildwood. Scheduled running time was about nine hours.
Advertising for this train featured a Florida cowboy standing on
the pilot of a locomotive. The train was usually powered by two
woodburning locomotives running double. 9 As a public service in
1896, this line participated in a weather warning service for fruit
and vegetable growers in which several railroads cooperated. To
announce an impending freeze the train engineers would sound
their whistles for six five-second blasts, repeated every three miles,
and the grove owners and farmers would be warned to take whatever precautions they could to protect their crops. A history of
the Florida East Coast reports the same practice on that road. 10
Southward from Jacksonville the earliest operating railroad
was the Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax River Railway
Company. The three-foot gauge line was completed to St.
Augustine in 1883. It began operations with three locomotives
and six passenger, one baggage, and nineteen freight cars. In the
early 1880s, Henry M. Flagler of Standard Oil Company fame
began constructing the Ponce de León Hotel in St. Augustine. In
1885 he bought the little railroad connecting to Jacksonville in
order to upgrade its capacity for hauling in building materials
for the hotel. He later saw it as a convenient way for his guests
to travel into St. Augustine. By 1886 Flagler had acquired lines
connecting St. Augustine to Tocoi and to Palatka, and linking
Palatka to Daytona. By January 1888, the Ponce de León Hotel
was open, and it was being advertised as one of the most palatial
9. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 53-55; Stover, Railroads of the South,
141, 272-73; Travellers’ Official Guide of the Railway and Steam Navigation Lines in the United States and Canada, June, 1893 (New York, 1893),
767.
10. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 56-57; see also The Story of a Pioneer: A
Brief History of the Florida East Coast Railway and Associated Enterprises (St. Augustine, 1956), 38.
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hostelries in the United States. That same month the first
through, all-Pullman, vestibule train traveled from Jersey City to
Jacksonville in twenty-nine hours and thirty minutes. 11
The fact that Mr. Flagler’s hotel guests still had to take a ferry
across the St. Johns River at Jacksonville and proceed to the
Ponce de León by a narrow-gauge train was an embarassment
which he planned to remedy. In 1889 he rebuilt his railroad with
standard gauge sixty-pound rail and bridged the St. Johns at
Palatka and at Jacksonville.
In the first years of his control, the Jacksonville, St. Augustine
and Halifax River Railway Company was operated as a part of
the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West System, and both roads
shared the same vice-president, C. C. Deming. Flagler was also a
director of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West System. By
1890 Flagler’s small road revealed an inventory of eleven locomotives, seventeen passenger coaches, and ninety freight cars. By
1892 it had become the Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Indian
River Railway but was already being referred to as the “East
Coast Line.” On September 13, 1895, it became officially the
Florida East Coast Railway. By April 15, 1896, it reached the
tiny hamlet of Miami, and on April 22, a six-car train began daily
round trip service from Jacksonville, running about thirteen
hours each way. 12
The second railroad to build southward from Jacksonville was
the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway which, in March
1883, started construction on a five-foot gauge to Sanford. The
work was contracted by D. H. Ambler and John Taliaferro of
Jacksonville. By March 1884, the line was completed as far as
Palatka. Robert H. Coleman, millionaire coal mine owner from
Pennyslvania, was the main promoter, although by 1886 Henry
M. Flagler was also prominent in its management. By 1892,
shortly before serious financial troubles beset the company,
Flagler resigned from the road’s board of directors. In 1893 he
was listed in Poor’s Manual of Railroads as a director of Henry
11.
12.

Henry Varnum Poor, Poor’s Manual of Railroads, 1891 (New York, 1891),
258-59; Davis, Jacksonville, 343; Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 102-03;
Stover, Railroads of the South, 278; Story of a Pioneer, 11.
Poor’s Manual, 1891, 258, 1307; Florida, The Plant System Complete Time
Tables (New York, 1899), pamphlet in P. K. Yonge Library; Pettengill,
Florida Railroads, 103-04; Travellers’ Official Guide, June, 1893, 764-66;
Davis, Jacksonville, 349-50.
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B. Plant’s Savannah, Florida, and Western Railway, and he retained that position through 1901.
By February 1886, the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West
Railway had arrived at Sanford where it connected with Plant’s
narrow-gauge South Florida Railroad running to Tampa. By
1890 it had been converted to a 4’9” gauge. From 1893 to 1899
receivers, headed by Joseph H. Durkee, controlled the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West. Ownership was finally vested in the
Plant Investment Company, in the founding of which Flagler and
Plant, widely believed to be railroad and hotel rivals, had participated. Sometime during the 1880s Flagler and Plant had
divided Florida between them-Flagler to have the eastern, Plant
to concentrate on the western part of the state. The Plant system,
which, by 1900, was entering Jacksonville on the north with the
Savannah, Florida and Western, and exiting on the south with
the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West, was absorbed into the
Atlantic Coast Line in 1902. 13
By 1900 two of the major twentieth-century railroad systems
of the South-the Atlantic Coast Line and the Seaboard Air Line
-which were to dominate Florida in the coming years, were beginning to take shape. But an even larger system, the Southern
Railway, almost missed Florida. The “Suwannee River Route to
Florida,” as the earliest Southern route was called, ran from
Macon, Georgia, through Valdosta, Jasper, Lake City, and
Hampton; by 1890 it was completed to Palatka. Through
service from Macon to Jacksonville had begun the previous year
via Lake City and the Florida, Central and Peninsular Railroad.
These trains continued to come into Jacksonville over this leased
trackage until 1902, when the Southern purchased the Atlantic,
Valdosta and Western Railway. 14
The Atlantic, Valdosta and Western originated when the
G. S. Baxter Lumber Company in southern Georgia, which had
built short lines to get its timber to the Plant System’s tracks,
became annoyed with the unfavorable rates of the Plant lines.
The lumbermen, headed by Walton Ferguson, decided to construct their own railroad to Jacksonville, and they obtained a
13. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 76, 80-81, 83; Stover, Railroads of the
South, 270; Travellers’ Official Guide, June, 1893, 764: Davis, Jacksonville, 347; Poor’s Manual, 1893, 326, 598-99; 1894, 157-58; 1901, 367.
14. Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 109; Davis, Jacksonville, 351-52.
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charter for the Atlantic, Valdosta and Western in 1897. It was
completed from Valdosta to Jacksonville two years later, and it
began passenger service. It used seventy-pound steel rails, firstclass rolling stock, and electric headlights; it was the best constructed road with the most modern equipment in Florida at that
time. In 1902 the line was sold to the Southern, and the portion
between Grand Crossing and the St. Johns River was ceded to the
St. Johns River Terminal Company. 15
One other main line into Jacksonville originated as a lumber
company operation. In 1899 the W. W. Cummer lumber interests
incorporated the Jacksonville and Southwestern Railroad to run
from their plant at Milldale, north of Jacksonville on the St.
Johns River and south of the mouth of Trout River, to their
timber holdings at Newberry. It was opened in November 1899.
Sturdily constructed, it offered some regular passenger service. It
was built to a 4’9” gauge with sixty-pound rails. Its top officers
were all men from the state of Michigan: J. M. Barnett, president;
J. Cummer, vice-president; and H. J. Hollister, treasurer. Jacksonville men held the other offices: A. G. Cummer, secretary;
W. W. Cummer, general manager; W. E. Cummer, general superintendent; and J. K. McIver, auditor. In 1899, McIver was replaced by M. N. Haughton. Though it prospered, the road was
sold in 1904 to the Atlantic Coast Line, and it became part of its
main line through Gainesville to St. Petersburg. 16
The only two railroads running east from Jacksonville to the
ocean can almost be classed as commuter lines. Their main business was passenger traffic, and their prosperity was closely tied to
the hotels at their beach terminals. The first was the Jacksonville
and Atlantic Railway Company which completed a three-foot
gauge road of thirty-five pound rail from South Jacksonville to
Pablo Beach in 1884. Its original management included as president, John Q. Burbridge; vice-president, H. S. Ely; and as treasurer, J. M. Schumacher. By 1891, Schumacher was president and
S. B. Hubbard had become vice-president. It was seventeen miles
in length by 1890, and it owned two locomotives and six passenger
and twelve freight cars. The large tract of land which it owned on
15. Davis, Jacksonville, 352-53; Poor's Manual, 1901, 393.
16. Davis, Jacksonville, 348; Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 100-01; Poor's
Manual, 1899, 1460; 1900, 1493.
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the ocean at Pablo Beach was divided into homesites and sold.
Impetus to the growth of this community (later Jacksonville
Beach) was given by the completion of John G. Christopher’s
Murray Hall Hotel in 1886. It became the leading attraction of
the railroad. The station was attached at the rear of the hotel.
Daily, one could leave South Jacksonville at 10:10 a.m. (or at
2:10 p.m. on Sundays) and arrive at the Murray Hall forty-five
minutes later, after having passed through St. Nicholas, Spring
Glen, Pottsburg, Center Park, San Pablo, and Burroughs. 17
The Murray Hall was a large frame building three stories tall
with a tower section of six stories in the front center. There were
a number of smaller towers and turrets from which flags were
usually flown, giving something of the appearance of an exhibition building. Fifteen-foot wide porches fronted all floors, and the
hotel’s 192 bedrooms were warmed by a steam heating system and
fifty-eight open fireplaces. It was lighted by its own electric plant
and was served water from special artesian wells. It provided
luxury conveniences for its guests, such as dining rooms, a bar
and wine cellar, a dance hall, and bowling alleys. 18
Shortly after midnight of Wednesday, August 6, 1892, a fire
was discovered in the boiler room of the hotel. It spread rapidly
to the main building, and by dawn on August 7, only smoking
ashes and debris were left. The flames were seen sixty miles at sea
and to the south as far as St. Augustine. In Jacksonville the sky
was so bright with the fire’s reflection that two false alarms were
returned by persons who thought the fire was in the city. Apparently, no telephone or telegraph connected Pablo with Jacksonville, for the Florida Times-Union got no confirmation of the
fire’s origin until a special locomotive dashed in on the Jacksonville and Atlantic at 4 a.m. on August 7. The reporter described
the sight as “awfully and unspeakably grand.” He observed that,
“the turreted towers stood up in flaming silhouette and the
moon, all yellow through the clouds of flame, was high in the
heavens. The heaving ocean . . . was lit up with a brassy glow.“ 19
17. Travellers' Official Guide, June, 1893, 751; Poor’s Manual, 1891, 729,
1307; 1893, 791-92; Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 106-07; Davis, Jacksonville, 350-51; Pablo Beach, Jacksonville and Atlantic Railroad, 1887
(n.p., n.d.), pamphlet in P. K. Yonge Library.
18. Davis, Jacksonville, 493; Gold, Duval County, 181-82.
19. Jacksonville Florida Tames-Union, August 7, 8, 1892.
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John G. Christopher, who was present with his wife at the
conflagration, said that his loss in building and furnishings was
$200,000, only $4,000 of which was covered by insurance. In addition to the hotel all the railroad buildings were destroyed along
with one grocery store. Nearby homes and another hotel were
damaged and scorched. The Times-Union reporter judged that
the Murray Hall had been too elegant for the area and had never
paid its way. At the time of the fire only forty guests and a staff of
forty employees were in the hotel, and most of the visitors were
from Jacksonville. There were no injuries, and all the belongings
of the guests were saved. 20
After the destruction of the hotel, the fortunes of the Jacksonville and Atlantic waned, and on December 5, 1892, it was sold
under foreclosure and was subsequently reorganized. The new
officers were Mellen W. Drew, president; J. W. Archibald, vicepresident; B. P. Hazeltine, treasurer; and W. A. McDuff, secretary.
These officers also served as directors. 21 In 1893, Archibald and
Hazeltine moved up to president and vice-president, respectively,
and McDuff added the treasurer’s duties to his own. W. B. Barnett
became a new director. Total revenues of the little road never
exceeded $20,000 per year during the 1890s, and expenses usually
matched or exceeded income. By 1898 McDuff had replaced
Hazeltine as vice-president and Barnett had become secretarytreasurer. 22
In September 1899, the Flagler System acquired the Jacksonville and Atlantic Railway Company, relaid its tracks at standard
gauge with sixty-pound rails, and extended it to Mayport. The
Flagler interests soon replaced the Murray Hall with their own
facility, the Continental Hotel, a huge frame building which
opened for the summer season of 1901. Bearing some resemblance
to the Murray Hall, it featured a six-story central rotunda with
four-story wings extending to the north and south. Capping each
wing at its extremity were five-story sections. A detached promenade, over 1,000 feet long, bordered the northern, eastern, and
southern sides. The hotel contained 186 “sleeping apartments”
and fifty-six baths. The dining room seated 350 guests. In 1913,
20.
21.
22.

Ibid., August 8, 1892.
Poor's Manual, 1893, 791-92.
Ibid., 1894, 174; 1898, 169.
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New York capitalists bought the establishment and renamed it
the Atlantic Beach Hotel. It again came into the possession of the
East Coast Hotel Company in 1917, but it was also destroyed by
fire in the fall of 1919. 23
The second rail line to the Atlantic Ocean was the Jacksonville, Mayport, and Pablo Railway and Navigation Company,
chartered in 1886 to build from Arlington to Mayport and Burnside Beach (later Seminole Beach). The line, built to standard
gauge with forty-pound rail, was opened on May 17, 1888, with
an excursion by the members of the Knights of Pythias lodge of
Jacksonville. On the return trip mechanical problems ensued,
and six miles from Arlington the train ground to a stop. Pundits
promptly declared that its initials, J. M. and P., really meant
“Jump Man and Push.” Another version of this story claims that
the “hills” along the route often required male passengers to get
out and push, and that is why it was called “Jump Men and
Push.” The 1893 Travellers' Official Guide lists two departures
each day from Mayport and Jacksonville, but cites no arrival
times. 24
In 1889, the original promoter and president of the road,
Alexander Wallace, died, and two hotels and the public pavilion
at Burnside Beach were claimed by fire. 25 Nonetheless, this railroad, enjoying a thriving freight business with Mayport, was not
as hard hit as was the Jacksonville and Atlantic when Murray
Hall was destroyed. Freight revenues tended to exceed those
from passengers, and its peak year of 1893 saw a total income of
about $71,000 with a profit of about $27,000. The sum was used
to build a connection from Arlington to South Jacksonville. In
1893, the Jacksonville, Mayport, and Pablo appeared to be a more
impressive operation than the Jacksonville and Atlantic. Its properties included twenty-four miles of track, four locomotives,
fourteen passenger, two baggage, and nine freight cars, one
caboose, and two ferryboats. 26
After the death of Alexander Wallace, the company was
headed by John N. C. Stockton, with William Wallace as secre23.
24.
25.
26.

Ibid., 1900, 408; Davis, Jacksonville, 351, 494.
Poor’s Manual, 1894, 1342; Travellers’ Official Guide, June, 1893, 757;
Margery Green and Joan Bentley, The Arlington Story (Arlington, 1959),
18; Davis, Jacksonville, 353-55; Pettengill, Florida Railroads, 126-27.
Davis, Jacksonville, 189, 354.
Poor’s Manual, 1894, 1342.
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tary, Telfair Stockton as treasurer, and T. T. Bryan as auditor. In
1892, possession of the Jacksonville, Mayport, and Pablo passed
into the hands of J. A. Russell, D. M. Youmans, and H. Scott, who
were responsible for the expansion to South Jacksonville and the
acquisition of the ferry connection across the St. Johns River. 27
Operations of the company were directed by Archer Harmon,
president; J. N. C. Stockton, vice-president; and a board of directors which included H. H. Buckman, T. P. Denham, and
Horace Scott. The new owners over-extended themselves, however, and were not able to meet payments on their notes. As a
result, J. L. Marvin was named receiver in late 1893. He was removed when temporary financial recovery was made, but a receiver, C. S. Adams, was again named on March 24, 1894. On
September 2, 1895, the property of the little railroad was sold
under foreclosure to J. N. C. Stockton for $20,100. Poor’s Manual
of Railroads had reported in 1893 that the road had cost $90,000
to build, owned $20,000 worth of equipment, and had been
28
capitalized at $200,000. After 1895 it ceased to operate as a
public carrier, though for some time mail was delivered by handcar. Stockton conveyed the property to H. H. Buckman in 1899,
and Buckman transferred the portion east of Pablo Creek to the
Mayport Terminal Company in 1900. The property was then
acquired by the Florida East Coast Railway which used it in its
Mayport extension. 29
Parts of the route of the Jacksonville, Mayport, and Pablo are
still faintly visible in 1980. Its Arlington terminal was on a long
dock at the foot of Arlington Road onto which the little trains
ran. 30 Eastward up the hill toward University Boulevard, traces
of the right-of-way may be seen on the north side of the road, as
can remains of the fill across Pablo Creek where high tension
lines now cross just west of the old Mayport Cemetery.
Nineteenth-century rail passenger travel was probably a thing
of wonder for travellers. In retrospect it appears to have been
dangerous and inconvenient. Except for a few crack trains, average speeds rarely were more than twenty-five and more often
27. Ibid., 1891, 1307; Davis, Jacksonville, 354.
28. Poor’s Manual, 1894, 1342; 1895, 193; 1896, 214; 1893, 325; Davis, Jacksonville, 354.
29. Davis, Jacksonville, 354; Gold, Duval County, 182.
30. Green and Bentley, The Arlington Story, 18.
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fifteen miles per hour. In 1893 the Plant System’s scheduled
traveling time from Jacksonville to Savannah was about five
hours; to Charleston, ten hours. To Daytona, on the Jacksonville,
St. Augustine and Indian River line, it was four hours fifty minutes, and to Punta Gorda, it took eleven hours and ten minutes,
traveling on three different railroads. The fastest time from Jacksonville to Tallahassee was seven hours and forty minutes. Danger
did not stem from speed, but from poor track and equipment. Improvements came slowly, and by 1900 most Florida railways had
steel rails and had converted to the standard 4’81/2” gauge. The
majority were using coal-powered locomotives, but coaches were
little improved over those of 1865. Because they could be built
for $4,000-$5,000 each, wooden coaches were still generally in use,
though they provided little protection for passengers in collisions.
One of the most inconvenient aspects of train travel was the difficulty of changing from one line to another. The standardization
of track helped solve that, as did the building of union stations
into which all lines operated. 31
Henry Flagler started the move for Jacksonville’s union station. In 1890, he purchased a tract of land on West Bay Street
known as the Burch site and began construction. The new terminal was opened for use on February 4, 1895, though it would be
two years before it was finally completed. The Jacksonville
Terminal Company was owned jointly by all the railroads entering the city, and the corporation’s first officers included Henry
M. Flagler as president, and Henry B. Plant as vice-president. In
its early days, the Jacksonville facility was the largest depot in the
South. In 1900, forty-six passenger trains daily entered and departed. By 1913 the number had increased to ninety per day, and
at the height of the winter season, January 1913, 152 arrivals and
departures were recorded in a single day. 32 By World War I the
facility was no longer adequate to handle the traffic, and the
terminal company planned a massive new structure at Lee and
Bay streets. It was opened for the first time on November 17,
1919, and was extolled as one of the finest stations in the country.
31. Travellers’ Official Guide, June, 1893, 759, 765, 755, 767; Stover, Railroads of the South, 278.
32. Davis, Jacksonville, 356-57; Gold, Duval County, 183-84; Jacksonville,
Florida (Jacksonville, 1915), pamphlet in P. K. Yonge Library, 2; John
W. Lansley, Jacksonville (Jacksonville, 1913), 6.
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The high point of railway travel in the United States and in
Florida was reached between World War I and the 1930s. The
June 1916 edition of the Official Guide of the Railways contained
1,600 pages of passenger schedules; the January 1930 edition included 1,760 pages. By the 1930s Jacksonville was without rival
in Florida as “the Gateway City.” Though the Southern Railway
still ran the “Suwannee River Special” through Lake City and
Hampton to the Tampa Bay area, and the Atlantic Coast Line
ran a train from the Midwest, the “Southland,” via the “Ferry
Cut-off“ to the Florida west coast, most passenger traffic into
Florida came through Jacksonville. 33 The Depression era of the
1930s caused a decline in tourist traffic and the abandonment of
many passenger trains in Florida and in the rest of the nation.
Though the war revived railroad passenger traffic, and passenger
travel remained active until the 1950s, the rapid growth of cheap
and fast airline service and the development of the interstate highway system were to doom the passenger train. By the 1970s only
the creation of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation
(AMTRAK) saved a vestige of this kind of railroad service.
The changing modes of travel and shifting population growth
patterns virtually stripped Jacksonville of its “Gateway City”
title. The new highways diverted much tourist traffic around the
city, and air traffic patterns made Atlanta not only the gateway to
Florida, but to the whole Southeast. The once-busy Jacksonville
Terminal which had opened so grandly in 1919, stands empty in
1980, its tracks removed for future commercial development.
North of the city a small passenger facility with two loading
tracks handled ten regularly scheduled arrivals and departures a
day and hosted only two name trains, the Silver Meteor and the
Silver Star. 34 The glory days of Jacksonville’s and Florida’s rail
activity had ended.
33.
34.

The Official Guide of the Railways and Steam Navigation Lines of the
United States, Puerto Rico, Canada, Mexico, and Cuba, June, 1916 (New
York, 1916); ibid., January, 1930, 504, 585, 623.
Amtrak Train Timetables, Southeastern Routes, October 28, 1979.
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JUAN DE LA VILLEBEUVRE AND
SPANISH INDIAN POLICY IN
WEST FLORIDA, 1784-1797
by JACK D. L. HOLMES*
who have studied Spanish policy toward

the Indian tribes of North America have remarked on the
B
notable difference between the mission- presidio system of the
ORDERLANDS SCHOLARS

“New Southwest” and the trading-post techniques of the “Old
Southwest.” In the area stretching from Memphis on the north
to the Gulf of Mexico on the south, and from the Mississippi
River to St. Augustine on the Atlantic coast, Spain followed the
successful patterns established first by the French until 1763, and
thereafter by the British in West Florida until the close of the
American Revolution. 1
Success in winning the friendship and military support of an
estimated 20,000 Indian warriors was considered one of the key
points in Spanish defensive policy, not only against the English
but also against the United States of America. The longtime
Spanish military “expert” in the vast Louisiana and West Florida
provinces, Colonel Francisco Bouligny, noted this in his famous
memorial to the Spanish government in 1776, when he emphasized the role of the Indians: “Without their friendship and good
relations, it will not be easy for us to ascend the Mississippi without employing superior forces and making expenditures. On the
contrary, assuring ourselves of their friendship, not only will we
have free passage on the river, but they themselves will be the
*

Mr. Holmes, former professor of history at the University of Alabama in
Birmingham, is director of the Louisiana Collection Series. This paper
was read at the Western History Association, San Diego, California,
October 19, 1979.

1. The best short analysis of Spanish-Indian policy in Louisiana and West
Florida is by Herbert E. Bolton, “The Cession of Louisiana and the New
Spanish Indian Policy,” Athanase de Mezieres and the Louisiana-Texas
Frontier, 1763-1780, 2 vols. (Cleveland, 1914), I, 66-79; reprinted in John
Francis Bannon (ed.), Bolton and the Spanish Borderlands (Norman,
1964), 176-77. See also David K. Bjork, “The Establishment of Spanish
Rule in the Province of Louisiana, 1762-1770” (Ph.D. diss., University of
California at Berkeley, 1923), 206.
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guards and defenders of our rights, impeding and containing any
insult or invasion which we might fear from the English.“ 2
A more recent scholar has also commented on the basis of
Spanish defenses of West Florida: “To control the Floridas effectively,” he writes, “Spain had to win over the Indians, and to
win them over she had to furnish the accustomed manufactured
goods.“ 3 As the British had finally succeeded in winning the
loyalty of such powerful Indians as the Choctaws from the French,
it was a challenge to Spain to wrest the red man’s loyalty from
the British in favor of Spain. This program began at least as early
as the governorship of Alexander O’Reilly (1769-1770), but
achieved its most notable early success among the Choctaws during the American Revolution. Joseph Boisdoré had undertaken
a dangerous mission to the Choctaw Nation in 1779, and persuaded seventeen chiefs and 480 Choctaw warriors, who were said
to represent the majority of their fellow braves, to come to New
Orleans, where they ceremoniously exchanged their British patents, medals, and gorgets for Spanish ones with the likeness of
Carlos III. 4
As was generally true with most of the southeastern Indian
nations, there were pro-Spanish and anti-Spanish factions in each
camp. “The Choctaw towns in what is today extreme southern
Mississippi,” writes another historian, “were factionalized by the
Spanish.“ 5 During the 1779 Spanish campaign against the British
2.

Gilbert C. Din (trans. and ed.), Louisiana in 1776: A Memoria of Francisco Bouligny, Vol. III, Louisiana Collection Series of Books and Documents on Colonial Louisiana (New Orleans, 1977), 65-67. Bouligny
stressed using British techniques of “exact and swift justice” without
force, and by “educating the youth.” “The Indians will surely come [to
Spain] if we completely adopt the same way of behaving towards them.”
Ibid., 68.
3. J. Leitch Wright, Jr., Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America (Athens,
1971), 138.
4. On early Spanish-Indian policy, see John Preston Moore, Revolt in
Louisiana, the Spanish Occupation, 1766-1770 (Baton Rouge, 1976), 84102, 220-21, and Bibiano Torres Ramirez, Alejandro O’Reilly en las
Indias (Sevilla, 1969), 146-49. The most ambitious study of Spanish policy
is Vicenta Cortés Alonso, Historia de los indios del sureste de los Estados
Unidos durante la segunda mitad del siglo xviii, 3 vols. (Ph.D. diss., University of Madrid, 1956). Boisdore’s mission is explained in Bernardo de
Gálvez to Josef de Gálvez, no. 390, June 5, 1780, Archivo General de las
Indias (hereinafter cited as AGI), Papeles procedentes de la Isla de Cuba
thereinafter cited as PC), legajo 223-B.
5. James H. O’Donnell, III, Southern Indians in the American Revolution
(Knoxville, 1973), 74. See also, ibid. 100-01, for Choctaw comments on
the Spanish.
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posts on the Mississippi, Choctaws were among the Indians who
joined Bernardo de Gálvez and honored themselves by showing
great mercy and compassion toward the vanquished foes. 6 During
the subsequent Gálvez campaigns against Mobile in 1780, and
Pensacola in 1781, Choctaws were involved on both sides, and
those who fought against the British urged a “get-tough” policy
against their own brothers who had supported the enemy cause. 7
Initial Spanish success with the Choctaws during the American Revolution was followed by almost two decades of rapid proSpanish support from the Choctaws, due in part to the Spanish
contract with the British mercantile firm of Panton, Leslie and
Company, and because of the benevolent, but firm, Spanish
policy of key frontier agents. One of the most valuable in helping
to cement Choctaw-Spanish relations was Juan de la Villebeuvre.
Virtually the whole story of Spanish success with Choctaws is
interrelated with his career in Louisiana and West Florida.
Born in the Breton capital of Rennes in 1732, de la Villebeuvre came to Louisiana about 1764, just at the time that the
French army there was preparing for the cession of Louisiana to
Spain. 8 Like many French career officers who chose to transfer
into Spanish service, Sublieutenant Jean de la Villebeuvre, after
two years’ duty with the French, joined the Louisiana Infantry
6.

Bernardo de Gálvez to Josef de Gálvez, October 16, 1779, AGI, PC, legajo
223-B; Jack D. L. Holmes, The 1779 ”Marcha de Gálvez”: Louisiana’s
Giant Step Foreward in the American Revolution (Baton Rouge, 1974),
12, 19.
7. Pedro Juzan to Josef de Ezpeleta, February 19, 1781, Lawrence Kinnaird
(ed.) The Revolutionary Period, 1765-1781, Spain in the Mississippi Valley, 1765-1794, Annual Report of the American Historical Association for
the year 1945, 4 vols. (Washington, 1949), II, pt. 1, 419. In December
1777, two Choctaw delegates came to New Orleans to confer with
Bernardo de Gálvez about exchanging their British flags, medals, and
patents for Spanish ones. They also asked Spain to provide the goods
formally obtained from the British; not yet at war, Gálvez agreed only
to provide merchandise. Bernardo de Gálvez to Josef de Gálvez, December 30, 1777, AGI, PC, leg. 16.
8. He was born September 24, 1732, and was baptized Jan (Breton for
Jean) Louis Fidelle Farault de la Villebeuvre on November 23. He was
the son of the Rennes chief clerk, Louis François Farau(l)t, Sieur de la
Villebeuv(r)e, and his wife, Janne (Breton for Jeanne) Bocou (Breton
for Beaucourt). Baptismal record of Toussaint (All Saints) Parish of
Rennes (now in the Archives Departmentales, Rennes), Vol. 1729-1732.
This correct information was not available when the author wrote the
sketch, “Juan de la Villebeuvre: Spain’s Commandant of Natchez During
the American Revolution,” Journal of Mississippi History, XXXVII
(February 1975), 97-129, where, on p. 98, it speculates that he was born
in Vernes between 1735 and 1737.
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Battalion. Within the year he was part of the expedition under
Colonel Pedro Piernas which founded a Spanish post opposite
British Fort Panmure de Natchez on the west bank of the Mississippi. 10 For a brief time prior to the entry of Spain into the
American Revolution against the English, de la Villebeuvre commanded the frontier post of Fort San Gabriel de Manchac across
the Iberville River (Bayou Manchac) from the British post. 11
From his frontier post, Lieutenant de la Villebeuvre wrote
reports concerning the movements of the Choctaws. During the
raid by American patriot James Willing against Tory plantations
in Louisiana and West Florida, the Choctaws were even more
destructive than the white “banditti,” according to Governor
Gálvez. 12 When Tory Chickasaw leader, James Colbert, offered
the Choctaws a share in the spoils of war if they would help him
attack the Arkansas Post in 1780, they refused, pledging their
continued loyalty to the Spanish governor, who then assured the
Choctaw respresentatives in New Orleans that they would always
receive good treatment, consideration, and generosity from
Spain. 13 Governor Gálvez requested additional medals to bestow
upon those Indians who had renounced their ties with Great
Britain. 14
Following his promotion to the rank of captain, de la Villebeuvre took possession of Fort Panmure de Natchez from the
British in 1779, but a revolt against Spanish rule in 1781 cost him
his post and much personal embarrassment. He rarely mentioned his service during the American Revolution as Natchez
commandant, and when he petitioned in 1792 for the rank of
lieutenant-colonel, he did not refer to his terms as commandant
of Natchez or at San Gabriel de Manchac. 15
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

On the background of the Louisiana Infantry Battalion and subsequent
Regiment, see Jack D. L. Holmes, Honor and Fidelity: The Louisiana
Infantry Regiment and the Louisiana Militia Companies, 1766-1821
(Birmingham, 1965).
Moore, Revolt in Louisiana, 78; Holmes, “Juan de la Villebeuvre,” 100.
Holmes, “Juan de la Villebeuvre,” 101-02; Holmes, Marcha de Gálvez, 12.
Bernardo de Gálvez to Josef de Gálvez, March 24, 1778, AGI, PC, leg. 16,
cited in Manuel Serrano y Sanz, España y los indios Cherokis y Chactas
en la segunda mitad del siglo xviii (Sevilla, 1916), 19.
Esteban Miró to Bernardo de Gálvez, November 7, 1782, cited in ibid., 20.
Bernardo de Gálvez to Josef de Gálvez, October 16, 1779, AGI, PC, leg.
223-B. The supplement to the Gazeta de Madrid, January 14, 1780, refers
to the Spanish success in winning over the Choctaws.
Petition of Juan de la Villebeuvre, February 24, 1792, AGI, Audiencia de
Santo Domingo, leg. 2611. Microfilm copy of this petition, which details
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The successful Spanish campaigns against British West Florida resulted in the Spanish acquisition of that province in the
peace treaty which ended the American Revolution. The elimination of the strong British presence in Pensacola and throughout
West Florida did not mean that Spain could now relax, however.
The United States was Spain’s new nemesis, and with a population of more than 2,000,000, and an inherited hunger for westward expansion, American frontiersmen posed a threat, not only
to Spanish hegemony in the Mississippi Valley, but to the lands
of the Indians which had served traditionally for hunting. The
Creeks had a word for these Americans - ecunnaunuxulgee
(“people greedily grasping after all their lands”). 16
Spanish policy toward the United States and the Indians was
summarized by the Baron de Carondelet, Governor-General of
Louisiana and West Florida from 1791-1797: “The sustaining of
our allied tribes in the possession of their lands is an indispensable object both for the conservation of Louisiana under the power
of Spain, and to prevent the Americans from securing the navigation of the Mississppi.“ 17 Governor-General Esteban Miró (17821791) had initiated the Spanish policy, but it was during the subsequent administration of Carondelet, with excellent cooperation
from the governor of Natchez, Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, that
Spanish Indian policy toward the Choctaws reached its greatest
success. 18 De la Villebeuvre helped forge the Spanish frontier
the services of de la Villebeuvre in winning and maintaining the friendship of the Choctaws, is in Special Collections, Loyola University, New
Orleans. (Hereinafter cited as “Petition of February 24, 1792”).
16. Benjamin Hawkins, the American agent among the Creeks, uses the
word. See Letters of Benjamin Hawkins, 1796-1806, Vol. IX, Collections
of the Georgia Historical Society (Savannah, 1916), 252.
17. Baron de Carondelet to Luis de las Casas, No. 135, confidential, June 13,
1795, AGI, PC, leg. 1447. This has been quoted in Louis Houck (ed.),
The Spainish Regime in Missouri, 2 vols. (Chicago, 1909), II, 111-13,
and Jack D. L. Holmes, “Spanish Policy Toward the Southern Indians in
the 1790’s,” Four Centuries of Southern Indians, ed. by Charles M.
Hudson (Athens, 1975), 66.
18. Holmes, “Spanish Policy Toward the Southern Indians,” 65-82; Jane M.
Berry, “The Indian Policy of Spain in the Southwest, 1783-1795,” Mississippi Valley Historical Review, III (March 1917), 462-77; Mary A. M.
O’Callaghan, “The Indian Policy of Carondelet in Spanish Louisiana,
1792-1797” (Ph.D. diss., University of California at Berkeley, 1942); and
Jack D. L. Holmes, Gayoso, The Life of a Spanish Governor in the Mississippi Valley, 1789-1799 (Baton Rouge, 1965), 3-33, 136-61. For a highly
critical and unbalanced treatment of Spain’s Indian policy, see Theodore
Roosevelt, Winning of the West, 4 vols. (New York, 1895-96), especially
III.
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policy; he was involved in all the major defensive steps during
the 1790s; and at least three of the key Spanish posts were established after his careful diplomacy.
Governor-General Miró sent de la Villebeuvre to the Choctaw
villages on April 15, 1784, with instructions to persuade them to
come to Mobile and discuss affairs with the Spanish officials. 19
Even Miró was astonished to see 185 Great Medal and Small
Medal chiefs and war captains, who joined Miró, Mobile commandant Lieutenant-Colonel Enrique le Gallois Grimarest,
Intendant Martin Navarro, Pedro Juzan, Indian agent for Mobile,
and Simón Fabre, the interpreter, for negotiations. When they
signed the Mobile Treaty on July 14, 1784, the Choctaws promised to preserve peace, loyalty, and obedience as vassals of the
Spanish king, and at the same time, gain such advantages which
would accrue to both nations-the defense of Louisiana, Mobile,
and West Florida. Speaking for the Spanish government, Miró
promised to provide “a permanent, stable trade” except during
the emergency of war, and to establish a written schedule of what
would be paid for Choctaw peltry and what would be charged for
the trade goods the Indians might desire. In other respects, the
treaty was similar to others signed at Mobile and Pensacola in
1784 with Spain’s other Indian allies, except for the Cherokees. 20
In the “chess game of Indian diplomacy,” Spain had apparently made a good opening gambit with the Treaty of Mobile.
Undaunted, however, the United States persuaded a small faction
of Choctaws to affirm the Seneca (or Hopewell) Treaty on January 3, 1786, in which the Choctaws were persuaded to cede three
strategic spots, measuring two leagues square, and to become
vassals of the United States. It was Spain’s move next, and Captain
de la Villebeuvre probably scored his greatest diplomatic triumph with his successful mission to the Choctaw town of Yazoo.
His detailed instructions from Governor-General Miró were
dated September 21, 1787, just three days before he left New
19. Miró’s instructions to de la Villebeuvre, April 15, 1784, AGI, PC, leg.
2360. A transcript is in the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Provincial Archives, Spanish Dominion (8 vols.), II, 85-89.
20. Copies of the treaty are in AGI, PC, legajos 15 and 2360, and in the
Archivo Histórico Nacional (Madrid), Sección de Estado (hereinafter
cited as AHN, EST.), leg. 3885. It is also printed in Serrano y Sanz,
España y los indios, 82-85. An appraisal of the treaty and its effects is in
Jack D. L. Holmes, “Spanish Treaties with West Florida Indians, 17841802,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVIII (October 1969), 144.
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Orleans in the company of longtime Indian language interpreter
Louis Forneret. 21 The trip, as described in de la Villebeuvre’s
journal, covered 128 leagues through hostile and uncomfortable
terrain. 22 The Spanish officials arrived at the village of Yazoo on
September 26 and waited for the Choctaw chiefs to assemble with
him and the interpreter. 23
The instructions covered various complaints from the Choctaw leaders, some of them in reference to the 1784 Mobile Treaty.
A few traders had apparently declined to accept some of the pelts
brought in by the Choctaws, and this antagonized the chiefs. Also,
in contravention of the tariff schedule established in 1784, some
of the traders had been charging higher prices for goods to the
Choctaws. A few Choctaws still kept their English medals and
refused to trade them for Spanish ones. Finally, the Hopewell
Treaty between the Choctaws and the United States threatened
the Spanish-Choctaw alliance. It was a big job, one which
challenged de la Villebeuvre’s talents and skills. 24
Not only was the mission a success, but the Yazoo Conference
led to a delegation of influential Choctaws accompanying de la
Villebeuvre to Bay St. Louis, and from there to New Orleans to
confer with Esteban Miró. The result of the Choctaw mission
was to cement the alliance with Spain so strongly that only an

21. The report on his mission is summarized in Miró to Ezpeleta, February
20, 1788, AGI, PC, leg. 1394. His instructions from Miró, dated New
Orleans, September 21, 1787, are printed in Serrano y Sanz, España y los
indios, 35-37. Forneret had served with the British in 1765, but found
the sexual attentions paid by Governor George Johnstone to his wife to
be more than his small salary called for, despite the land grants both had
received. In truth, Forneret resented the fact that his wife had become
the British governor’s mistress. See Milo B. Howard, Jr. and Robert R.
Rea (trans. and eds.), The Mémoire Justificatif of the Chevalier Montault
de Monberaut: Indian Diplomacy in British West Florida, 1763-1765
(University, Alabama, 1965), 120-21.
22. The journal, compiled by de la Villebeuvre, September 24-November 24,
1787, was dated at Baye Saint Louis, November 24, 1787, AGI, PC, leg.
200.
23. There are at least two towns designated as “Yazoo.” The number of
alternate spellings include Yassu, Yasu, Yazaux, Yazu, and Yashu. See
Frederick Webb Hodge (ed.), Handbook of American Indians North of
Mexico, 2 vols. (Washington, 1906), II, 995. The Yazoo referred to
in de la Villebeuvre’s journal may have been located in the Great Party
of Choctaws. See the 1794 census in Kinnaird, Spain in the Mississippi
Valley, IV, pt. 3, 282-83.
24. Miró’s instructions to de la Villebeuvre, September 21, 1787; Miró to
Ezpeleta, February 20, 1788.

Published by STARS, 1979

31

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 58 [1979], No. 4, Art. 1
394

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

international treaty could destroy it. 25 As for Juan’s contribution,
Miró later wrote, “He succeeded in meeting with the principal
chiefs of the two nations [Choctaws and Chickasaws], and so succeeded with them that the American treaty was all but terminated.” 26
During the next few years, de la Villebeuvre maintained a low
profile, but he was named commandant of the Attakapas Post in
Louisiana. In 1791, when his daughter Celeste married the son
of Opelousas commandant Nicolás Forstall, Juan de la Villebeuvre was serving as commandant at that frontier settlement. 27
He was needed with the Choctaws, however, and, in 1792, he returned to Natchez. 28 The time was propitious to prepare defenses
against new American plans to establish frontier forts at such
strategic posts as the Muscle Shoals on the Tennessee River.
By 1792 the Choctaws were considered such faithful Spanish
allies that their warriors even took to the field to warn hostile
war parties of Tallapoosa and other Creeks against raiding settlements in the lower Tombigbee-Tensaw Valley and the Natchez
District. 29 The only problem seemed to be Spain’s construction of
Fort Nogales at the Walnut Hills at the confluence of the Yazoo
and Mississippi rivers. Begun in 1791 as a reaction to Georgia’s
attempts to colonize the land through the Yazoo Land Companies,
Fort Nogales became the most important defensive point on the
lower Mississippi, even to the point of overshadowing Natchez
itself. 30
25. Miró to Ezpeleta, February 20, 1788. The Treaty of San Lorenzo was
the international agreement which finally ended the close alliance between the Choctaws and the Spaniards. See Holmes, Gayoso, 234-36.
26. Miró to Ezpeleta, February 20, 1788.
27. Some of de la Villebeuvre’s dispatches from Attakapas are in AGI, PC,
leg. 122-A, as are those of his replacement, Francisco Casa y Luengo.
Juan’s daughter, Maria Celeste Antonia, was born July 30, 1774, and
baptized at St. Louis Cathedral, New Orleans, by Father Luis de Quintanilla, February 12, 1775. She was married at the parish church of St.
Martin de Attakapas, April 27, 1791, to Eduardo Forstall, the son of
militia captain Nicolás Forstall and Pelagia de la Chaise. Marriage record
enclosed in expediente of Juana Darby de la Villebeuvre, 1798, AGI, PC,
leg. 132.
28. Appointment of Francisco Casa y Luengo, draft (1792?), AGI, PC, leg.
122-A.
29. Carlos de Grand-Pré to Miró, June 4, 1789, copy in Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Provincial Archives, Spanish Dominion,
I, 194-96.
30. Holmes, Gayoso, 145-50. This strategic location earned for the Vicksburg
defenses there during the American Civil War the designation “the
Gibraltar of the West.”
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Unfortunately, Fort Nogales had been built on land claimed
by the Choctaws. Spanish arms had defeated the British in West
Florida, but Choctaw chief Franchimastabé pointed out that the
British had never paid for the strategic spot and, therefore, Spanish conquest of British West Florida could not have included the
Walnut Hills. Instead of relying on de la Villebeuvre in this impasse, Governor Gayoso sent his adjutant, Stephen Minor, to
confer with the Choctaws. On May 14, 1792, after elaborate ceremonies at Natchez, the Indians agreed to allow the Spaniards the
small section of land occupied by Fort Nogales. 31
In the meantime, Captain de la Villebeuvre was entrusted
with a delicate mission to Muscle Shoals on the Tennessee River,
where American commissioners had called together representatives from the five Indian nations in the Southeast. Carondelet’s
instructions to the Choctaw Indian commissioner urged him to
counter any American offer with an invitation to the Indians to
come either to Natchez or Pensacola “where Spain will make
them an offer much more advantageous than any the Americans
might make.” Since the Creeks had come to oppose the execution
of the 1790 New York Treaty, de la Villebeuvre was ordered to
suggest that Spain would keep the Indians supplied with arms
and ammunition should the United States attempt to occupy
Creek lands by force. Spain saw the need to organize all the
Indians into an alliance under Spanish leadership, and the seeds
of such a conference were planted at Muscle Shoals in the spring
of 1792, where the commissioner achieved notable success. 32
At a time when Americans faced a growing Indian menace in
the Northwest, fueled by Indian defeats of Generals Harmar and
St. Clair, American Indian policy toward the southern Indians
was no match for the vigorous plans of Carondelet, Gayoso, and
de la Villebeuvre. Clearly the chess game was going badly for the
United States. By contrast, Spanish policy was vigorous and, for
a time, successful. One of the greatest accomplishments was the
alliance of the southern Indian nations by a treaty of “friendship
and guarantee.” The Treaty of Nogales was signed on October 28,
1793, by such Choctaw chiefs as Franchimastabé, Mingo Pincus,
31. Holmes, Gayoso, 150.
32. Instructions and commission to de la Villebeuvre from Carondelet, April
4, 1792, AGI, PC, leg. 18. A draft with slight variation, dated April 3,
1792, is in AGI, PC, leg. 122-A.
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and Mistechico; de la Villebeuvre was one of the many Spaniards
signing. 33
One of the important features of the Nogales treaty was the
clause calling for the appointment of Spanish Indian comisarios
(commissioners) who would actually live in one of the important
Indian towns to which they had been designated. Miró had suggested this action in 1787, but little was done until the appointment of de la Villebeuvre among the Choctaws and Chickasaws. 34
Such an additional responsibility carried with it an increase in
salary to $800 a year, but certainly not sufficient to allow the
frontier official to live in luxury. 35 Moreover, the job of Indian
commissioner was a dangerous one. William Davenport had been
named commissioner among the Choctaws and Chickasaws and
was at the Chickasaw Bluffs (present-day Memphis) in July 1787,
when he was scalped and killed by a Creek war party operating
under orders from Alexander McGillivray. 36
While the Choctaws were not as dangerous to the welfare of
white Indian commissioners as were the Creeks, the care and support of the natives taxed the diplomatic ability of de la Villebeuvre. Although it was forbidden to give liquor to the Indians,
such prohibition did not extend to the Spanish government or
the Indian comisarios. 37 De la Villebeuvre wrote Carondelet in
Holmes, Gayoso, 150-54.
Ibid., 153-54; Carondelet’s initial appointment of de la Villebeuvre as
“comisario de S.M.” among the Choctaws and Chickasaws, New Orleans,
July 10, 1792, draft in AGI, PC, leg. 122-A. On November 3, 1792, the
Spanish Council of State approved the expenses of the Treaty of Natchez
and the appointment of de la Villebeuvre as “Comisario a las Chactas.”
Minutes of the Consejo del Estado, Palace, November 3, 1792, AHN,
EST., leg. 3887. Caroline Maude Burson, The Stewardship of Don
Esteban Miró, 1782-1792 (New Orleans, 1940), 46-47, states that he was
made Indian commissioner because of his achievements in the 1787
mission to the Yazoo.
35. Salaries of Louisiana Personnel (circa 1795), AGI, PC, leg. 184-A. Gayoso
and Carondelet had recommended him for a raise of 850 pesos per year
above his military salary: Gayoso to Carondelet, April 14, 1792, copy
enclosed in Carondelet to Conde de Floridablanca, No. 24, confidential,
April 21, 1792, AHN, EST., leg. 3898.
36. Miró to Marques de Sonora (Josef de Gálvez, minister of state), No. 10,
confidential, June 1, 1787; Benjamin James to Mather and Strother,
July 23, 1787; and Alexander McGillivray to Miró, July 25, 1787; all
from AGI, PC, leg. 200, and translated in Duvon C. and Roberta Corbitt
(trans. and eds.), “Papers From the Spanish Archives Relating to Tennessee and the Old Southwest, 1783-1800,” Publications of the East Tennessee Historical Society, XI (1939), 76, 86, and 88-89, respectively.
37. “In the final analysis, it was the Spaniards’ policy to provide moderate
amounts of liquor at special occasions or designated times for the In-
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1793 that the Choctaws had become so addicted to the volatile
rot-gut rum called taffia that if they failed to get it from the
Spaniards, they would go to the Americans for it. 38
Although de la Villebeuvre’s skill and diplomacy among the
Choctaws had won their unwavering loyalty to Spain, and he was
second among captains in the Louisiana Infantry Regiment in
seniority, his petition for the rank of lieutenant-colonel was
delayed for many years, although he did hold that rank as a
breveted officer but with the salary of captain of grenadiers. 39
Undismayed at the slowness of Spanish rewards, de la Villebeuvre
continued to perform outstanding service among the Choctaws
and Chickasaws.
After 100 Choctaws went to the Cumberland settlement to
receive generous presents from the Americans, some of the chiefs
began to waver in their loyalty to Spain. Some had even expressed
the doubt that Americans had ever wanted Choctaw lands. To
offset this change in attitude, de la Villebeuvre visited the towns
of the large and small sectors of the Choctaws and tried to reassure the Indians that they should continue their support. Bad
food and a sensitive stomach confined him to a sickbed before he
could visit the towns in the “six villages” sector, but he labored
as best he could. 40
From 1793 until his death in 1797, the courageous Indian
comisario performed tirelessly and achieved notable Spanish success among the Choctaws. At Boucfouca (present-day Jackson,
Mississippi) he persuaded the Choctaws to sign a treaty ceding a
small section of land at the site of Old Fort Tombecbé (presentday Epes, Alabama) where the Spaniards built Fort Confederación
to defend the upper Tombigbee River. 41

38.
39.
40.
41.

dians, but they tried to discourage private traders or tavern keepers from
adding to the problem.” Jack D. L. Holmes, “Spanish Regulation of
Taverns and the Liquor Trade in the Mississippi Valley,” The Spanish
in the Mississippi Valley, 1762-1804, ed. by John Francis McDermott
(Urbana, 1974), 164.
De la Villebeuvre to Carondelet, February 4, 1793, AGI, PC, leg. 208,
and translated in Corbitt and Corbitt, “Papers from the Spanish
Archives ,” 149.
De la Villebeuvre to Gayoso, “the house of Simon Favre, the interpreter,”
September 10, 1792, AHN, EST., leg. 3898.
Luis de las Casas to Conde del Campo de Alange, No. 181, May 1, 1792,
AGI, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, leg. 2560.
Jack D. L. Holmes, “Up the Tombigbee With the Spaniards: Juan de la
Villebeuvre and the Treaty of Boucfouca (1793),” The Alabama Historical Quarterly, XL (Spring-Summer 1978), 51-61.

Published by STARS, 1979

35

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 58 [1979], No. 4, Art. 1
398

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

Although he was not one of the Spaniards who signed the
Chickasaw Bluffs Cession in 1795, the behind-the-scenes work of
de la Villebeuvre convinced both the Choctaws and the Chickasaws that the Spaniards should construct a fort and trading post
on the strategic Chickasaw Bluffs to protect their lands against
the Americans who coveted them. 42 During the brief life of the
Spanish Fort San Fernando de las Barrancas, Gayoso continued
to work for peace between the Choctaws and Chickasaws on the
one hand, and the bellicose Creeks on the other. In 1793 and 1795
Creek-Chickasaw conflict almost embroiled the neutral Choctaws,
and since Spain was allied to all parties, it was essential to bring
peace in order to prevent an advantage to the United States. 43
By the Nogales Treaty of 1793, the Choctaws agreed to have
their annual presents delivered on the Tombigbee site ceded to
Spain by the Treaty of Boucfouca. 44 Juan de la Villebeuvre became the commandant of Fort Confederación built there, and in
1795 he compiled a valuable census of the Indian towns among
the Choctaws. 45 With the evacuation of both Fort Confederación
and Fort San Fernando de las Barrancas in March 1797, the
Indian commissioner went down the Tombigbee to Fort San
Estebán de Tombecbé, where he served as commander until
struck by fever. He compiled a census of the San Esteban post in
1797, which was probably his last significant contribution. 46 Confined to his bed with fever, on September 3 he drew up his will
leaving his estate to his two children. On September 16, 1797,
after receiving the last rites of the church, he died, and was buried

Jack D. L. Holmes, “Spanish-American Rivalry Over the Chickasaw
Bluffs, 1780-1795,“ Publications of the East Tennessee Historical Society,
No. 34 (1962), 26-57. (See particularly 50-53).
43. Holmes, Gayoso, 155; Carondelet to Luís de las Casas, No. 134, confidential, May 1, 1795, AHN, EST., leg. 3899.
44. Article XVIII of the Treaty of Nogales. See Serrano y Sanz, España y
los indios, 92.
45. Dated at Fort Confederación, November 26, 1795, the census was signed
by Jean de la Villebeuvre and Simon Favre, Louisiana Collection, Bancroft Library, University of California at Berkeley, Box 3, folder 308. It
has been edited by Jack D. L. Holmes as “The Choctaws in 1795,” The
Alabama Historical Quarterly, XXX (Spring 1968), 33-49.
46. Jack D. L. Holmes, “Spanish Military Commanders in Colonial Alabama,“
Journal of the Alabama Academy of Science, XXXVII (January 1966),
61; and Jack D. L. Holmes “1797 Alabama Census According to Spanish
Records,” The Alabama Genealogical Register, VIII (September 1966),
123-24.

42.
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the following day in the cemetery of the Parish of Nuestra Señora
de la Concepción in Mobile. 47
He did not live to witness the execution of the Treaty of San
Lorenzo, and he was unable to prevent the Choctaw hostility
against the American boundary commission under Andrew Ellicott. By way of irony, his request for the rank of lieutenant-colonel
was granted almost a year later, along with his discharge. 48
The Choctaws had fought valiantly to preserve their lands and
way of life. They had served faithfully the French, then the English, later the Spaniards, and finally, during the War of 1812,
supported General Andrew Jackson against the Red Stick Creeks
at Horseshoe Bend in Alabama. The final reward for the Choctaws would come with their removal to Indian territory west of
the Mississippi, although some few would remain on their
ancestral lands in Mississippi. 49 As long as the Choctaws found
sympathetic Indian commissioners such as Juan de la Villebeuvre,
their loyalty to Spain was assured. The end of that relationship
came, by way of coincidence, just after his death. He had represented the best aspect of Spanish-Indian relations in the last
decade of the eighteenth century, and there is hardly a trace of
the leyenda negra in his tireless service to an adopted sovereign.
47.

De la Villebeuvre’s will, September 3, 1797, copy enclosed in petition of
Jeanne (Juana) Darby to Gayoso, September 3, 1798, AGI, PC, leg. 132;
Death notices of the Parish of Nuestra Señora de la Concepción, Mobile
Chancellor’s Office, folio 34.
48. Gayoso to Conde de Santa Clara, No. 165, July 19, 1798, AGI, PC, leg.
1501-B.
49. For this phase of Choctaw history see Angie Debo, The Rise and Fall of
the Choctaw Republic (Norman, 1934), and Arthur H. DeRosier, Jr.,
The Removal of the Choctaw Indians (Knoxville, 1970).
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STRIVINGS FOR SOVEREIGNTY:
ALEXANDER McGILLIVRAY,
CREEK WARFARE, AND DIPLOMACY,
1783-1790
by T HOMAS D. W ATSON *
Revolution left the Creek conT federacy in a perilousAmerican
state. Most Creeks had sided with the
HE OUTCOME OF THE

British and were dismayed when they learned in 1783 that Britain
had bought peace largely at their expense. Alexander McGillivray, the half-breed Creek, spoke for his people when he conveyed their anger to British authorities at finding their “country
betrayed . . . and divided between the Spaniards and Americans.“ 1
Providentially for the Creeks, however, the manner in which
the British divided the Old Southwest left the Indians some
chance for preserving their independence. In dealing with the
United States, Britain agreed to set the boundary of West Florida
between the Chattahoochee and Mississippi rivers at the thirtyfirst parallel. But in dealing with Spain, Britain recognized the
conquest of West Florida and retroceded East Florida to Spain. 2
Spain, meanwhile, had demonstrated notorious, but wellfounded, concern over the menace of “restless Americans” to the
security of Louisiana and West Florida. In 1782, Spanish peacemakers in Paris connived without success to frustrate American
ambitions for a western boundary along the Mississippi. Having
failed, the Spaniards chose to ignore the West Florida boundary
provisions of the United States-British treaty of 1783, preferring
to challenge American territorial claims at another time and
place. 3
*

Mr. Watson is associate professor of history at McNeese State University,
Lake Charles, Louisiana.

1. Alexander McGillivray to Thomas Brown, August 30, 1783, Colonial
Office Group, Class 5, Piece 82, p. 405, Public Record Office.
2. J. Leitch Wright, Jr., Florida in the American Revolution (Gainesville,
1975), 122-23; James F. Doster, Creek Indians: The Creek Indians and
Their Florida Lands, 1740-1823, 2 vols. (New York, 1974), I, 35-36.
3. Arthur Preston Whitaker, The Spanish-American Frontier: 1783-1795.
The Westward Movement and the Spanish Retreat in the Mississippi
Valley (Boston, 1927), 9-13.
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The challenge came in 1784 when Madrid proclaimed a
greatly expanded version of the limits of West Florida: eastward
to the Flint River and northward to the Tennessee and Ohio
rivers. It was more than mere coincidence that the Spanish claim
encompassed the lion’s share of the southern Indian tribal domains. Spain intended to extend its hegemony over the Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Creeks, the actual holders of the disputed
lands. Tribal attitudes toward the rival claimants, it appeared,
would decide which would prevail. 4 International rivalry in turn
abetted Alexander McGillivray’s strategy for preserving Creek
independence.
McGillivray's career as an Indian leader is unique. His mother
was Sehoy Marchand, half-Creek, half-French, and a member of
the politically entrenched Wind Clan. His father was Lachlan
McGillivray, a Scottish Indian trader who eventually amassed a
large estate in Georgia. The time of Alexander’s birth is uncertain, and possibly 1759, the commonly accepted year, is somewhat later than the actual case. 5 As a youth he received an excellent liberal education in Charleston. Serving an apprenticeship
in two Georgia mercantile firms, he found the mundane existence of a counting room clerk held little appeal for him. 6 By
1776 Alexander McGillivray had returned to his native Creek
village, Little Tallassie, where the fortunes of war thrust him into
service as a British Indian agent. 7 Wartime experience, his educa4. Ibid., 24-26, 69.
5. The present consensus follows John Walton Caughey’s judgement in
McGillivray of the Creeks (Norman, 1938), 13, that he was born in 1759.
This revises the belief of Albert James Pickett, History of Alabama and
Incidentally of Georgia and Mississippi, from the Earliest Period (Birmingham, 1896), 344, that Alexander was born about 1745. Whitaker,
“Alexander McGillivray, 1783-1789,” North Carolina Historical Review, V
(April 1928), 181, speculates that he was born in either 1746 or 1759. An
eighteenth-century account claims he was ten years old when he arrived
in Charleston “about the year 1749.” See “From the Charleston City
Gazette of Alexander M’Gilliyray,” American Apollo, vol. 1, no. 4, pt. 2,
1792, 35. Doster notes a recorded statement by Lachlan McGillivray
giving McGillivray’s birth date as December 15, 1750 (James F. Doster
to William S. Coker, September 9, 1977). Mary Ann Oglesby Neeley,
“Alexander McGillivray, Diplomatic Leader of the Creeks: 1783-1795”
(M.A. thesis, Auburn University, 1973), 13, sets the birth year as 1758 or
1759.
6. “Of Alexander M’Gilliyray,” 35, names George Sheed and William
Henderson as two of McGillivray’s mentors.
7. J. H. O’Donnell, “Alexander McGillivray: Training for Leadership, 17771783,” Georgia Historical Quarterly, LXIX (June 1965), 175-82.
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tion, and his maternal kinship ties with the Wind Clan prepared
his rise to eminence as the acknowledged representative of the
Creeks and a skilled diplomatist. 8
Adversity and accomodation thereto initiated McGillivray’s
career as a leader. The Spanish capture of Pensacola in 1781
severed the most direct lines of contact between the major Creek
settlements and the British. The situation worsened in 1782 when
British troops evacuated Savannah and Charleston, leaving only
East Florida under British control in the southern theater. Delegations from the southern tribes streamed into St. Augustine during
the winter of 1782-1783 to seek assurances of continued British
protection and support. 9
Governor Patrick Tonyn and Indian Superintendent Thomas
Brown reassured the Indians as best they could, urging them to
keep the peace until the British regiments returned. It was then
widely speculated that a British campaign against West Florida
was imminent. 10 The English officials also endorsed the intentions of Panton, Leslie and Company to open an Indian trading
post in the environs of Apalachee Bay. The store, it was hoped,
would give the trade-starved Indians better access to the British
goods upon which they had become utterly dependent. 11
Early in the summer of 1783 McGillivray learned that Georgia
intended to exact an enormous tract of hunting land as the price
for forgiving Creek hostility. In response, he placed the Creeks
on a wartime footing and requested British weapons for defense.
Soon afterwards he learned that the British had yielded both
Floridas to Spain. McGillivray indignantly insisted to Brown that
the Creeks had a right to British protection inasmuch as their
8. Michael D. Green in his unpublished manuscript, “‘Alexander McGillivray,” 2-3, states that the Creeks referred to McGillivray as “Itsi
Atcagagi Thlucco, Great Beloved Man, a title which conveyed respect
both for him and his advice.” He points out that the Wind Clan was
the most prestigious of all Creek clans because it “supplied a heavy
proportion of the highest ranking officials in civil government,” a condition that endowed McGillivray with “clan kinsmen in influential positions
all over the nation.” Green’s mss. is forthcoming in David Edmunds
(ed.), Perspectives of American Indian Leadership, University of Nebraska
Press.
9. Thomas D. Watson, “The Troubled Advance of Panton, Leslie and Company into Spanish West Florida,” Eighteenth Century Florida and the
Revolutionary South, ed. by Samuel Proctor (Gainesville, 1978), 68.
10. Wright, Florida in the American Revolution, 120.
11. Watson, “Troubled Advance,” 69-70.
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past support of the English had created their present woes. Brown
suggested that McGillivray apply to the Spaniards for assistance;
they also were acutely sensitive to the American threat. 12
William Panton, a senior partner in Panton, Leslie and Company, gave McGillivray similar advice and explained that the
firm was attempting to gain Spain’s blessing to engross the southern Indian trade. Success depended on convincing the Spaniards
that the company’s services were indispensable for keeping the
Indians economically, and thus politically, free from American
domination. Panton valued McGillivray’s endorsement highly
enough to offer him a twenty per cent share of the profits. 13
The Treaty of Augusta, concluded in November 1783 between
Georgia and pro-American Creek factions, added compulsion to
the advice of Brown and Panton. The treaty awarded Georgia
around 1,000 square miles of Creek lands situated between the
Tugaloo and Oconee rivers. McGillivray declared the treaty invalid because it had been signed under duress and then only by
two disgruntled minor chiefs who lacked a mandate to speak for
the entire Creek Nation. 14 Tradition required “unanimous” consent for the alienation of lands belonging to the Creek confederacy. 15
In January 1784 McGillivray formally solicited Spanish support. As a “free Nation,” he wrote Governor Arturo O’Neill in
Pensacola, the Creeks had a right to choose their own protector. 16
Spain complied readily. In May, Governor Esteban Miró and
Intendant Martín Navarro of Louisiana, O’Neill’s superiors,
negotiated with a Creek assemblage in Pensacola. The resulting
treaty placed the Creeks, whom Navarro described as “the most
warlike nation on this continent,” under exclusive Spanish protection. 17 The Creeks promised to trade only through Spanish out12. Ibid., 73.
13. Ibid.; Petition of Plaintiffs, in D. W. Johnson et al v. John Innerarity
et al, Louisiana Supreme Court, case no. 1156 (1825).
14. Randolph C. Downes, “Creek-American Relations, 1782-1790,” Georgia
Historical Quarterly, XXI (June 1937), 143-44.
15. Doster, Creek Florida Lands, 42.
16. McGillivray to Arturo O’Neill, January 1, 1784, cited in Caughey,
McGillivray of the Creeks, 64.
17. Martín Navarro to José de Gálvez, July 24, 1784, Archivo General de las
Indias (hereinafter cited as AGI), Papeles de Cuba (hereinafter cited as
PC), legajo 633, reel 2, Elizabeth Howard West Papers, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida.

Published by STARS, 1979

41

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 58 [1979], No. 4, Art. 1
404

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

lets, and Spain agreed to arrange a steady trade for the Creeks at
moderate prearranged prices. Before departing, Miró, impressed
with McGillivray’s abilities, commissioned him as the Spanish
agent to the Creeks. 18
But Panton and McGillivray could obtain neither permanency
for Panton, Leslie and Company nor a monopoly over the lucrative southern Indian trade. All that the company initially received was permission in 1785 to trade with the Creeks through
Pensacola on an interim basis. The Spanish court intended to
dispense with Panton’s services as quickly as a suitable Spanish
replacement could be found. 19
However, this failure was not apparent at the conclusion of
the Pensacola treaty congress. Accordingly, in June 1784, McGillivray informed Governor John Houstoun of Georgia that the
terms of the Treaty of Augusta were unacceptable to “the spirit
of a free nation” and warned that to encourage the settlement of
the disputed lands was to invite warfare. 20 McGillivray ordered
all Georgian traders to vacate Creek towns shortly thereafter. 21
Late in the following year the United States Congress sent
commissioners to treat with the southern tribes in order to
counter Spanish diplomatic successes. At the last moment, however, McGillivray persuaded most Creek chiefs of high rank to
boycott the meeting. The snub resulted from Georgia’s announcement that state representatives also would be present at Galphinton, the designated meeting place, to initiate the marking of
the boundary stipulated in the Treaty of Augusta. On November
11, 1785, the congressional commissioners, unwilling to negotiate
with the small, unrepresentative group of Creeks in attendance,
departed. The Georgians remained and concluded another treaty,
one that not only confirmed the land cession made at Augusta,
but also gained for Georgia the Creek lands lying between the
Altamaha and Saint Marys rivers. 22
18. Jack D. L. Holmes, “Spanish Treaties With West Florida Indians, 17841802,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVIII (October 1969), 140-42.
19. Watson, “Troubled Advance,” 71-72, 78-82.
20. Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 148.
21. McGillivray to Charles McLatchy, October 4, 1784, East Florida Papers,
Library of Congress, bundle no. 116L9, reel 44.
22. Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 150-52. Texts of the treaties referred to herein appear in Linda Grant De Pauw (ed.), Charlene Bangs
Bickford and La Vonne Marlene Siegel (eds.), Documentary History of
the First Federal Congress of the United States of America, March 4,
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In the following April a Creek war council resolved to drive
all encroaching Americans off Indian hunting lands. War parties
moved swiftly through both Georgian and Cumberland settlements, attacking backwoodsmen, burning farmsteads, and destroying crops and livestock. McGillivray reported the raids to Governor Miró after the fact. “To prevent future evil being the
general policy of all Nations,” the Creek leader wrote, “it was our
duty to check the Americans in time before they got too Strong
for us to contest with them.” He asked for a large supply of ammunition, observing that the Americans would probably misinterpret the Creek action as a “declaration of war.“ 23
Miró at first honored McGillivray’s request for ammunition,
a decision that received the approval of the Spanish court. As the
hostilities intensified, however, Miró’s faith in the wisdom of
supporting Creek warfare diminished. If unchecked, the Creeks
might goad the American states into some formidable combination capable of overwhelming the Creeks and perhaps embroiling
Spain in a war. Consequently, early in 1787, Miró began slowly
curtailing the arms flow and hinting to McGillivray that he
should make peace. 24 But for the moment the Creek leader chose
to ignore the Spanish governor’s chidings.
At first Georgia determined to deal with Creek hostilities
through all-out war; But the state’s treasury was empty, and solicitations for outside assistance produced meager results. Lacking
alternatives, Georgians chose to summon Creek representatives to
Shoulderbone Creek and cow them into submission with a massive
show of force. The same pro-American Creek factions attended
the discussions conducted in the presence of a large and threatening body of state militia. The new treaty, concluded in November
1786, confirmed the land cessions made in the earlier treaties, required the Creeks to make in-kind satisfaction in expiation for
the shedding of Georgian blood, and permitted the state to hold
five hostages as a guarantee of compliance with its terms. 25 Ac1789-March 3, 1791, 2 vols. (Baltimore, 1972-1974), Senate Executive
Journal and Related Documents, II, 165-83.
23. McGillivray to Esteban Miró, May 1, 1786, cited in Caughey, McGillivray
of the Creeks, 109-10.
24. Miró to O'Neill, March 24, 1787, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of the
Creeks, 145-46.
25. Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 154-57; De Pauw, Senate Executive
Journal, 180-82.
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cording to McGillivray, the Georgians intended that he and six
of his more ardent supporters should be executed to cancel the
“blood debt.“ 26Many Georgians believed that the treaty removed
the need for a costly war, but in reality the harsh dealings at
Shoulderbone Creek united the Creeks and strengthened the
anti-Georgian factions. 27
The United States Congress, attempting to interject a calming
influence in Indian affairs, named Dr. James White as southern
Indian superintendent. In April 1787 White met with McGillivray
while attending a council of the Lower Creek towns. Although
the United States representative urged reconciliation with
Georgia, he found the Indians to be of a single mind: Georgia
would have no peace until it relinquished its claims to Creek
lands. 28
In private dealings with McGillivray, White discovered that
the Creek representative’s antipathy was concentrated mostly
against Georgia. McGillivray disclosed that he considered the
United States to be the “most natural” ally of the Creeks and
intimated that they had turned to Spain as the only recourse for
defending themselves. He proposed that if Congress should create
a new state south of the Altamaha, he would become its first
citizen and would also permit Georgia to keep the disputed
Oconee lands. McGillivray agreed to a temporary truce while
awaiting the decision of Congress on his offer. 29
The truce, shaky at best, expired in August. The Creeks then
launched forays into the backwoods of Georgia that continued
well into 1788. Despite the heavy damage and mayhem, Georgia,
suffering a severe financial crisis, was unable to defend its
frontier. The state appealed to Congress for assistance; Congress
created another peace commission in response. McGillivray
answered the peace overtures of the United States by making the
restoration of the Oconee lands an “indispensable preliminary”
to any discussions. 30 Finding this demand unacceptable, but also
26. McGillivray to Thomas Pinckney, February 26, 1789, cited in American
State Papers, 38 vols. (Washington, D. C., 1832-61), Indian Affairs, Class
II, 2 vols., I, 19-20. (Hereinafter cited as ASPIA.)
27. Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 157.
28. Proceedings of the meeting of the Lower Creeks, April 10, 1789 [sic],
ASPIA, 22-23.
29. James White to Henry Knox, May 24, 1787, ASPIA, 21.
30. McGillivray to Richard Winn, Andrew Pickens, and George Mathews,
August 12, 1778, ASPIA, 29.
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realizing the cost of war prohibitive, the congressional representatives negotiated a series of postponements and truces, ostensibly
to allow time for the federal government, recently sanctioned by
the ratification of the United States Constitution, to commence
operations. 31
McGillivray privately welcomed the respite. Governor Miró
had long since made it abundantly clear that fresh supplies of
Spanish arms would be withheld except in the event of an American invasion. The Spaniard also had begun to insist that McGillivray make peace with his enemies while scrupulously avoiding
any violation of the terms of the Treaty of Pensacola. 32 Moreover,
Panton, irritated with bothersome Spanish trade restrictions, and
doubtful of gaining permanent status, appeared to be on the
verge of leaving the Floridas. 33
Wavering Spanish support and unstable trading conditions
caused McGillivray to develop great concern. It seemed only a
matter of time before Georgia would discover the predicament
the Creeks were in and make them pay dearly for peace. 34 He
began to entertain notions of ceding the Oconee lands in exchange for a guaranteed corridor to the Atlantic below the
Altamaha. Rumors spread from Creek sources into the Floridas
and Georgia that Panton would soon leave Pensacola in order to
locate on the Atlantic coast, from where he could trade with the
Creeks at lower prices. 35
At this juncture, deliverance seemingly appeared among the
Creeks in the person of William Augustus Bowles. During the
Revolution Bowles had served as a junior officer in a Loyalist
regiment; he also had found time for a sojourn among the Lower
31.
32.

Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 167-72.
Miró to O’Neill, March 24, 1787, O’Neill to Miró, May 21, 1787,
Miró to McGillivray, July 3, 1788, cited in Caughey, McGillivrary of the
Creeks, 145-46, 152-53, 187-88.
33. Thomas D. Watson, “Continuity in Commerce: Development of the
Panton, Leslie and Company Trade Monopoly in West Florida,” Florida
Historical Quarterly, LIV (April 1976), 558-60.
34. McGillivray to O’Neill, August 17, 1787, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of
the Creeks, 191-93.
35. McGillivray to Panton, September 20, 1788, Johnson v. Innerarity; McGillivray to Panton, May 20-21, 1789, Archivo Nacional de Cuba, leg. 1.
expediente 5, no. 6, Panton to McGillivray, June 7, 1789, Archivo Nacional
de Cuba, leg. 1, exp. 7, box 5, West Papers; O’Neill to Miró, June 4,
1788, ibid., July 28, 1788, ibid., September 10, 1788, AGI, PC, leg. 1394,
in Joseph Byrne Lockey Collection, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida
History (cited hereinafter as Lockey Collection).
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Creeks between periods of service. He eventually drifted to the
Bahamas after the war. Bowles had followed the Creek-Georgian
conflict with keen interest during his postwar meanderings. 36
Upon his arrival in West Florida among the Lower Creeks,
Bowles pretended to be a British officer sent to assist them in their
time of need. Actually he represented a politically entrenched
Bahamian cabal interested in supplanting Panton, Leslie and
Company in the West Florida Indian trade. 37 At first McGillivray
accepted Bowles and his promises of manpower and weapons in
abundance at face value. In disclosing the offer to Miró, McGillivray remarked that the governor should not interpret an
acceptance of outside assistance as disloyalty to Spain. Miró
should understand that the security of the Spanish provinces
under his care was “deeply Involvd [sic]” in the establishment of
an “Independent [Creek] Nation.“ 38 To Panton, McGillivray insisted that he had a right to accept the largesse of the “Grand
Turk” or for that matter any other power at peace with Spain.
“We are a free people and mean to continue so.“ 39
Various Spanish officials, Panton, and his associates communicated with McGillivray, warning him of Bowles’s sinister designs
40
against the company. Miró anxiously reversed the Spanish position and promised renewed support-including arms-of Creek
political objectives. These efforts, plus Bowles’s inability to deliver on his promises, brought McGillivray back into the Spanish
fold. 41 But his trust in Spain, which was never too great, remained
eroded from the Spanish “betrayal.”
George Washington assumed his duties as President in April
1789. Little time lapsed before he and Secretary of War Henry
Knox turned their attention to the problem of Indian discord.
The President appointed new and presumedly impartial commissioners, David Humphreys, Benjamin Lincoln, and Cyrus
Griffin, to deal with McGillivray and the Creeks. The appointees
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

J. Leitch Wright, Jr., William Augustus Bowles: Director General of the
Creek Nation (Athens, 1967), 6-23.
Ibid., 24-34.
McGillivray to Miró, August 12, 1788, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of
the Creeks, 194.
McGillivray to Panton, September 20, 1788, Johnson v. Innerarity.
For example, Vizente Manuel de Zéspedes to McGillivray, October 8,
1788, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 202-04.
Miró to McGillivray, December 13, 1788, cited in Caughey, McGillivray
of the Creeks, 209-11.
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departed in haste for the designated treaty grounds at Rock
Landing. 42
The commissioners carried detailed instructions for conducting their mission. They were to investigate Georgia’s relations with the Creeks in order to determine whether the state’s
treaties had been gained through force or fraud. If they discovered
misconduct on the part of Georgia, the commissioners were absolved from demanding that the Creeks accept the Georgian
boundary claims. However, inasmuch as the disputed lands had
been settled, the commissioners should attempt to induce the
Creeks to recognize the boundaries in return for a “secure port”
on the Atlantic, trade rights equal to those enjoyed by United
States citizens, and gifts and bribes. If necessary, solemn guarantees of the retention of all remaining Creek territory could also
be made. 43
The trade proposals emanated from information collected by
Secretary Knox on McGillivray’s partnership with a British trading house which had engrossed the Creek trade. Spanish trade impediments, it was rumored, had disgusted Mr. McGillivray, thus
making the proposed trade opening on the Atlantic a strong inducement for a satisfactory settlement. 44 Knox’s information,
however, was stale. McGillivray learned that Spain had granted
all of Panton’s commercial demands on the eve of his departure
for Rock Landing, and for some time Spanish arms had been flowing copiously into Creek arsenals. 4 5 McGillivray was in a position
to bargain in strength.
McGillivray revealed a willingness to negotiate at Rock Landing. In his first informal discussions with Humphreys, the Creek
leader indicated his preference for ties with the United States over
alliances with Spain. But he also explained that the Creeks could
not cast aside the trade and territorial guarantees that they enjoyed under the Treaty of Pensacola without gaining equivalents

42. Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 176-77.
43. Instructions to the Commissioners for Southern Indians, De Pauw,
Senate Executive Journal, 202-06.
44. Ibid., 205; Knox to George Washington, July 6, 1789, ASPIA, 15-16.
45. McGillivray to Panton, August 12, 1789, AGI, PC, leg. 203, doc. 7, Box 3,
West Papers; McGillivray to Miró, August 12, 1789, Enclosure 1 of Miró
to Antonio Valdes, October 1, 1789, letter 25, Archivo Histórico Nacional
de Madrid, Estado, leg. 3901, Lockey Collection.
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from the United States. 46 During the proceedings at Rock Landing rumors that McGillivray planned to establish an Indian state
south of the Altamaha circulated openly among the casual observers in attendance. 47
But the atmosphere surrounding the negotiations quickly
soured. Georgia had convinced the United States commissioners
that the state’s treaties with the Creeks were valid. Accordingly,
on September 24, 1789, the United States commissioners formally
presented the Creek delegation with a treaty draft that confirmed
the Georgia territorial claims and placed the Creeks under the
exclusive protection of the United States. In exchange, the Creeks
were offered a “secure port” and guaranteed possession of all their
remaining lands. 48 McGillivray left abruptly the following day
and declined to accept the pleas of American intermediaries for
his return. He agreed, however, to uphold a truce until the
United States communicated further. 49
The commissioners reported that the failure of their mission
was due entirely to McGillivray’s obstinacy. In support of their
contention, they cited his refusal to renounce his ties with Spain
“without obtaining a full equivalent.” They surmised that McGillivray’s “frequent intimations” on the need for a “free and
exclusive port,” together with his “most positive refusal” to accept United States sovereignty over the Creeks, indicated his price
for boundary provisions favorable to Georgia. 50
President Washington, after weighing the evidence, decided
to make one last attempt at reaching a peaceful settlement. He
selected Colonel Marinus Willett, whose previous service included
successful dealings with Indians, for a secret mission to lure Mc46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

David Humphreys to Washington, September 6, 1789, cited in Frank L.
Humphreys, The Life and Times of David Humphreys, 2 vols. (New
York, 1917), II, 6.
McGillivray to John Leslie, October 12, 1789, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 255.
Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 178. For a full text of the proposed treaty see De Pauw, Senate Executive Journal, 224-25.
Downes, “Creek-American Relations,” 179.
De Pauw, Senate Executive Journal, 235. Washington apparently was
prepared to offer McGillivray a free port on the Atlantic, but the Senate
advised against it, probably in anticipation of popular furor against
Indians “getting a free ride” while “upright citizens” were burdened
with duties and imposts. At any rate, the Senate altered Washington’s
original message to read “secure port” instead of “free port.” See journal
entries for August 27, 1789, in De Pauw, Senate Executive Journal, 34,
no. 60 and 63.
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Gillivray to New York and negotiations in the seat of the federal
government. Willett impressed McGillivray favorably. Speaking
before separate Upper and Lower Creek assemblies, Willett
assured the Indians that the United States wanted none of their
land, but wished to make them an attractive trade offer. The
Creek councils agreed to send a delegation to New York to meet
with the President. 51
On June 1, 1790, Willett, McGillivray, and around thirty
other Creek representatives set out for New York on what developed into a festive three-week overland journey. The Spanish
chargé d’affaires reported that the Creek visitors “were received
hardly less highly than royal persons.“ 52 Informal discussions began immediately, with Secretary Knox acting for the United
States. The talks continued until August 7, interspersed with
frequent social functions, interrupted by McGillivray’s occasional
illnesses, and complicated by secret Spanish and British agents. 53
Questions of sovereignty and trade were the most troublesome
matters discussed.
According to McGillivray, the sovereignty issue consumed
several days argument during which he flatly refused to accept
United States sovereignty over the Creeks. To do so, he insisted,
would violate Creek commitments to Spain under the Treaty of
Pensacola. The impasse was broken when McGillivray consented
to accept United States sovereignty over those Creek lands that
actually fell within the boundaries of the United States. This
arrangement, in McGillivray’s view, left the final solution of the
sovereignty question to Spanish diplomatic initiative. 54
Settling the trade issue proved to be even more difficult because the United States insisted on exercising exclusive control
over all Creek commerce. Knox and others played heavily on
universal speculation that war between Britain and Spain was
imminent because of a Spanish officer’s seizure of British
51. William Marinus Willet, A Narrative of the Military Actions of Colonel
Marinus Willet, etc. (New York, 1831), 94-110.
52. Ibid., 110-13; Josef Ygnacio de Viar to Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada,
August 13, 1790, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 276.
53. J. Leitch Wright, Jr., “Creek-American Treaty of 1790: Alexander McGillivray and The Diplomacy of The Old Southwest,” Georgia Historical
Quarterly, LI (December 1967), 379-80.
54. McGillivray to O’Neill, November 2, 1790, AGI, PC, leg. 203, doc. 16,
Box 3, West Papers; McGillivray to Carlos Howard, August 11, 1790,
cited in Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 274.
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merchantmen at Nootka Sound. 55 The war, the Americans argued,
surely would severely disrupt the Creek trade through the Spanish Floridas. McGillivray responded by pointing out the importance of his interest in the Panton firm and elaborating on the
advantageous monopoly and duty-free privileges it held under
Spain. The trade connection, it was inferred, was one of his
“principal sources of . . . power.“ 56
Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson offered an ingenious
compromise. Since commercial provisions could legitimately be
excluded from the treaty, Jefferson suggested offering McGillivray
a pecuniary inducement. He should be offered a monopoly over
the Creek trade sanctioned under the terms of the treaty, albeit a
monopoly that replaced McGillivray’s British associates with
United States citizens. The federal monopoly could be granted
without violating the Constitution by making it an integral part
of the treaty. All that was necessary was a treaty article worded
so as to allow McGillivray de facto control over licensing the
Creek trade. 57
Neither the specter of war nor the proffered trade monopoly
sufficed to pull McGillivray away from the Panton-Spanish trade
nexus. The Americans then offered United States citizenship for
McGillivray’s British associates, but he doubted whether they
would accept. 58 Accordingly, President Washington was compelled to approach the Senate and seek its approval of a modified
and highly tentative version of the Jefferson proposal in the form
of a secret trade article. He admitted that a treaty without provisions for controlling the Creek trade would make it difficult to
hold the Creeks to strict observance of the other provisions. But
gaining such control “would require time, as the present [trade]
arrangements cannot suddenly be broken.“ 59
The Senate approved the proposed article stipulating that the
Creeks would trade through United States channels, provided
that the government made “substantial and effectual . . . arrange55. Wright, William Augustus Bowles, 40-41.
56. Jefferson’s opinion on McGillivray’s monopoly of commerce with Creek
Indians, July 29, 1790, in Julian P. Boyd (ed.), The Papers of Thomas
Jefferson (Princeton, 1950-), XVII, 288.
57. Ibid., 288-89.
58. Howard to Quesada, September 24, 1790, cited in Caughey, McGillivray
of the Creeks, 282-83.
59. Wasington to United States Senate, August 4, 1790, De Pauw, Senate
Executive Journal, 86.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol58/iss4/1

50

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 58, Number 4
S TRIVINGS

FOR

S OVEREIGNTY

413

ments . . . for that purpose” on or before August 1, 1792. Meanwhile, the Creek trade might be conducted “through its present
channels, and according to its present regulations.” But in the
event of disruptions arising from “war or prohibitions of the
Spanish government,” the President of the United States would
designate “persons” who would be allowed to import duty-free
up to $60,000 in merchandise annually for the Creek trade. 60 This
arrangement gave McGillivray a hedge against war, Spanish
caprice, and sufficient time for himself and Panton to consider a
shift to the United States. 61
The Treaty of New York, duly approved by the Senate, was
solemnly ratified on August 13 in a ceremony conducted at Federal Hall. It awarded the by then heavily settled Oconee lands to
Georgia in exchange for a $1,500 annual payment to the Creeks.
However, the Indians retained possession of the disputed lands
lying between the Altamaha and Saint Marys rivers. Under the
terms of a territorial guarantee the Creeks could punish Americans who unlawfully encroached on their lands as they saw fit.
Secret provisions made McGillivray a United States agent to the
Creeks with the rank of brigadier general at an annual salary of
$1,200. Six other chiefs received annual pensions of $100. 62
President Washington predicted that the treaty was destined
to bring peace and prosperity to the southern frontier. He was
mistaken; its various provisions were challenged by Georgians,
Spaniards, and dissenting Creeks alike. McGillivray’s prestige and
influence waned appreciably in the ensuing crossfire and confusion. 63 Yet the treaty remains as a hallmark to McGillivray’s
abilities. Admittedly, at New York he failed to bring to fruition
60. McGillivray’s original copy of the secret articles is in Johnson v. Innerarity; published texts appear in De Pauw, Senate Executive Journal,
248-50, and Hunter Miller (ed.), Treaties and Other International Acts
of the United States of America, 8 vols. (Washington, D.C., 1931-48), II,
344.
61. McGillivray informed Panton on what transpired in New York. The
original copy of the secret articles remained in the company’s files until
it was submitted as evidence in Johnson v. Innerarity. It was during a
visit to Panton in Pensacola that McGillivray first sent Miró a detailed
account of what had transpired at New York; McGillivray to Miró, February 26, 1791, cited in Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 288-91.
62. The open articles are found in De Pauw, Senate Executive Journal,
241-48; ASPIA, 81-82; and Charles Joseph Kappler (comp. and ed.),
Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties, 5 vols. (Washington, D.C., 1904-1941),
II, 25-29.
63. Wright, “Creek-American Treaty,” 395-97.
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the ambitious proposals for Creek political and economic freedom
as hinted to Dr. White in 1787, and outlined in greater detail two
years later at Rock Landing. On the other hand, the terms that
McGillivray secured at New York were by no means inconsistent
with his earlier goals. The Creeks emerged from their first conclusive diplomatic encounter with the United States with their
political and economic liberties reasonably intact. One historian
has observed: “Few Indian treaties to which the United States
was a party have been so favorable to the red man.“ 64
64. Randolph C. Downes, “Creek-American Relations, 1790-1795," Journal of
Southern History, VIII (August 1942), 354.
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A NEW VOYAGE OF
NORTH AMERICAN DISCOVERY:
PEDRO DE SALAZAR’S VISIT TO THE
“ISLAND OF GIANTS”
by PAUL E. HOFFMAN *
North America and along the coast by Spanish
explorers Juan Ponce de León, Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón, Juan
de Pineda, and Esteban Gómez are known because of the work of
scholars like Henry Harrissee, Woodbury Lowery, and more
recently, Samuel Eliot Morison. 1 Andres González de Barcía, in
recounting these tales, now available in English translation, described the activities of Diego Miruelo, a pilot who supposedly
landed in Florida in 1516 and, eight years later, 1524, while serving Vázquez de Ayllón, became mad and died when he could not
find the place he had visited in 1516. 2 But none of these authors
mentioned the slave raid of Captain Pedro de Salazar, who perhaps was the first Spaniard to visit the middle latitudes of what
is now the southeastern coast of the United States.
Little is know of Captain Pedro de Salazar. The fact that he
lived in Santo Domingo is confirmed by the reference to him in a
later lawsuit. He is probably the same Captain Pedro de Salazar
who lived in Santiago and received fifty Indians in the redistribution of 1514. He may also be the Pedro de Salazar identified by
Boyd-Bowman as a native of Frias, Burgos Province, who migrated to the Indies in 1512. If so, his rise to encomendero status
HE VOYAGES TO

*

Mr. Hoffman is associate professor of history, Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge.

1. Henry Harrisse, The Discovery of North America (1892; Reprinted,
Amsterdam, 1961), 134-53, 198-213, 166-67, 229-43; Woodbury Lowery,
The Spanish Settlements Within the Present Limits of the United States,
2 vols. (1901-1905; Reprinted, New York, 1959), I, 123-71; Samuel Eliot
Morison, The European Discovery of America, 2 vols. (New York, 19711974), II, 502-18 (for Ponce de León and Pineda), and I, 326-38 (for
Ayllón and Gómez).
2. Andrés González de Barcía Carballido y Zuñiga, Barcia’s Chronological
History of the Continent of Florida, Trans. by Anthony Kerrigan
(Spanish text, 1723; Gainesville, 1951), 3-5, 9.
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was rapid. It is probable that he rose higher still, for in 1525 a
Captain Pedro de Salazar was appointed to serve as warder
(alcaide) of the fort at Tenochtitlan (Mexico City) and took his
position in the summer of the following year. The latter fact
precludes this man being the Pedro de Salazar who figured in a
disturbance at Santi Espiritus in 1521, for that Pedro de Salazar
reappears in a document of 1515-1530 as a vecino of that Cuban
town. 4 Las Casas, usually zealous to mention the enemies of his
beloved Indians, fails to refer to Pedro de Salazar. 5
More is known about his voyage than about the man. He
was hired by or worked in partnership with the licenciado Lucas
Vázquez de Ayllón and his sometime associates Lope de Bardeci
(who served as notary for the ship), licenciado Juan Bezerra,
Cristobal Guillén (factor on the voyage), Rodrigo Manzorro, and
Juan de Samper. At least one person swore that the licenciado
Marcelo de Villalobos was also a partner; a man named Nicola
served as master of the ship. 6
This group of associates was a minor “who’s who” of Española:
Vázquez de Ayllón and Villalobos were judges of the audiencia;
Bardeci was an important merchant with close ties to Diego
Colón, Christopher Columbus’s son and onetime viceroy of
Española; the others were encomenderos. All except Villalobos,

3. Testimony of Diego Cavallero, 1526, Archivo General de Indias (hereinafter cited as AGI), Justicia 3, No. 3, fol. 48vto. “Repartimiento de la
isla Española,” November 26, 1514, Colección de documentos inéditos
relativos al descubrimiento, conquista y organización de las antiguas
posesiones españolas de América y Oceania, sacados de los archivos del
reino, y muy especialmente del de Indias, Eds. Joaquín F. Pacheco,
Francisco de Cárdenas, y Luís Torres de Mendoza, 42 vols. (Madrid,
1864-1884), I, 90 (hereinafter cited as DII). Peter Boyd-Bowman, Indice
geobiographico de 40,000 pobladores españoles de América en el siglo
XVI, 2 vols. (Bogotá and México, 1964), I, 26 (entry 753).
4. King to licenciado Luís Ponce de Leon, November 4, 1525, Colección de
documentos inéditos relativos al descubrimiento, conquista y organización de las antiguas posesiones españoles de ultramar, Eds. Joaquín F.
Pacheco, Francisco de Cárdenas, y Luís Torres de Mendoza, 25 vols.
(Madrid, 1885-1932), IX, 216-17 (hereinafter cited as DIU); Hernando
Cortés to King, September 3, 1526, DII, XII, 487; “Testimonio,” March
13, 1522, DIU, I, 123. List of Indians distributed by Gonzalo de Guzmán,
1526-1530, listing under Santi Espíritus, DIU, IV, 123.
5. Bartolomé de las Casas, Historia de las Indias, 3 vols. (México, 1951),
index.
6. Jácome de Castellón’s testimony, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 102-103;
Antonio de Vallejo’s testimony, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 117; Luís
Fernández’ testimony, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 237.
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Bardeci, Guillén, and Samper had encomiendas at Santiago, in
Central Española, a town which they dominated through the
holding of political office. Their interest in acquiring more labor
was to be expected from their positions and what is known of
their economic activities.
Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón was a native of Toledo, the son of a
distinguished Mozarabic family. He arrived in Española as alcalde
mayor in 1506, serving in that post until he underwent a residencia and returned to Spain in 1509. Two years later he was
appointed as one of the original oidores of the audiencia of
Santo Domingo. As part of his salary in that post he was granted
three caballerias (approximately 315 acres) of land and the use
of 200 Indians. He probably already held property around
Santiago and in Santo Domingo from his earlier service there;
his marriage to Anna de Becerra likely brought him control of
additional property around Santiago; and he acquired property
near Puerto Plata, which he developed as a sugar plantation. In
the redistribution of 1514, he lost sixty-five encomienda Indians
at Concepción (his entire holding in that district) and twenty at
Santo Domingo, but he was allowed to retain 215 in the district
around Santiago. He was wealthy and powerful, although his
relationship to the Pasamonte faction seems to have been somewhat ambiguous. 7
Lope de Bardeci was a native of Becerril de Campos, Palencia,
where his parents were vecinos. He first appeared in Santo
Domingo in 1511, obtaining vecino status by 1514 and later
serving as regidor. By September 1515, he was the keeper of the
goods of the dead, and three years later he became treasurer of
the Crusade. He was known to be favorable to the Colón interests and was elected as general advocate by the junta of Españolan
cities, although he never served because of the maneuvers of the
Pasamonte faction and licenciado Alonzo Zuazo, the visitador. 8
7. Archivo Histórico Nacional (Madrid), Ó rdenes Militares, Santiago, Expediente 8568; Manuel Giménez Fernández, Bartolomé de las Casas, 2 vols.
(Sevilla, 1953-1960), I, 323-24; Reply to charge 9 of the residencia of 15171518, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 450vto-451; “Repartimiento,” November
26, 1514, DII, I, 60, 79, 84, 130.
8. Boyd-Bowman, Índice de 40,000 pobladores, I, 85 (entry 2420), and I,
158 (entry 4774, which lists Bardeci as a Vizcayan). Boyd-Bowman follows
Schafer in mistakenly identifying Bardeci as the lieutenant governor for
Diego Colón in 1515, when the document (DII, XXXVI, 376) shows that
Fernándo de Carvajal was the lieutenant governor. Boyd-Bowman also

Published by STARS, 1979

55

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 58 [1979], No. 4, Art. 1
418

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

In 1523 he described himself as a “criado” or “servant” (probably
client) of Diego Colón, whose last will he witnessed. This connection lead in 1527 to his appointment by Diego Colón’s widow,
the vicequeen Doña María de Toledo, as lieutenant governor for
Luís Colón, then a minor. Bardeci held this post into late 1528,
if not longer. By 1541 he had become a royal official, and was
still living in 1560, when he was seventy-one. 9
Bardeci’s connection with the Santiago group developed from
his role as the agent for Vázquez de Ayllón’s major financial
backer in Spain, Fernán Vázquez, who was a jurado of Toledo
and the holder of Ayllón’s power of attorney over all Ayllón’s
Iberian interests. Bardeci also seems to have been Ayllón’s agent
and partner in a store in Santo Domingo, although the partnership may have been a consequence of Bardeci’s capacity as
Vázquez’s agent. Witnesses testifying in 1517-1518 claimed that
Ayllón owed Bardeci 1,000 castellanos (gold pesos worth 450
maravedis each). Bardeci acknowledged that he “received documents” for Ayllón. 10
The licenciado Juan Becerra was Ayllón’s father-in-law by
virtue of Ayllón’s marriage to Anna de Becerra sometime between
1506 and 1509. Ayllón was then alcalde mayor of the Vega Real,
a district containing the cities of Concepción, Santiago, and
Puerto Plata. Becerra had discovered a mine prior to 1508. In
the repartimiento of 1514 he received eighty-eight naborias, a
cacique, eight old people, and nine children. 11 He also possessed
has Bardeci as a servant of Diego Colón as early as 1511, but the documents do not support that, as the next note shows. For the controversy
of 1518, see Troy S. Floyd, The Columbus Dynasty in the Caribbean,
1492-1526 (Albuquerque, 1973), 182.
9. Signatures attesting Diego Colón’s will, September 8, 1523, DII, XL, 229.
His appointment as Lieutenant Governor is described in a letter from
Bardeci to Alonso de Ara, November 4, 1528, DII, XL, 430. Boyd-Bowman,
Índice de 40,000 pobladores, I, 85 (entry 2420). Bardeci said in 1518 that
he was 29: AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, 397, 433vto. His testimony was taken in
1560 in another matter. See AGI, Patronato 63.
10. Power of Attorney from Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón to Fernán Vásquez,
February 14, 1512, Archivo de Protocolos, Sevilla, Oficio XV, 1512, libro
1, fols. 290-293vto. See AGI, Indiferente General 1202, No. 58, for reference to the store. Pedro de Barruelo, Notary, and Alvaro Bravo both
testified to the debt in AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 250, 262vto, respectively.
Bardeci’s declaration is in AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 397, 443vto.
11. Giménez Fernández, Bartolomé de las Casas, I, 326-27; Testimony of
Antonio de Vallejo, resident of Santiago, 1518, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol.
15vto; Ferdinand to Ovando, April 30, 1508, DII, XXXII, 23; “Repartimiento,” November 26, 1514, DII, I, 84-85.
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ranches and probably became involved in sugar production about
the same time that Ayllón did. He had two brothers, the bachillero Juan de Becerra and the bachillero Rodrigo Manzorro, another of the partners. 12
Rodrigo Manzorro may have reached Española as early as
1493, and was certainly at Santo Domingo by 1498. He was the
first of the clan to arrive, but soon brought in his brothers and
various other relatives. He is best remembered as the father of a
mestiza daughter, Elvira Manzorro, who married Francisco Barrionuevo, a prosperous merchant-planter. Manzorro tried to have
children by his Castilian wife, but according to the repartimiento
of 1514, she bore him no offspring. He possessed eighty-three
Indians after the 1514 repartimiento, having selected eighty from
among the 115 or more he had registered. He was given three
others who had not been registered by anyone. 13 Like his brother,
he was a vecino and regidor of Santiago.
The other two partners in the Salazar voyage, Cristóbal
Guillén and Juan de Samper, were somewhat less distinguished
than Becerra, Manzorro, and Bardeci, but still they belonged to
the elite of encomenderos and were powerful men. Guillén was
probably from Montanches in Caceres, from whence he came to
Española in 1506. In the redistribution of 1514 he was given
sixty-seven naborias de casa and the services of the cacique
Alnaorex and thirteen persons “of service,” a total of eighty. 14 He
was a vecino of Concepión de la Vega and probably an old
acquaintance of Ayllón and the Becerras.
Juan de Samper (or Juan de San Pedro, according to BoydBowman) seems to have been born, like his more distinguished
brother Bartolomé, in Fuente de Jiloca, Zaragoza. His brother
had been contino real, alcaide real, and, in 1508, inspector of
mines. It was probably through that connection that Juan met
Ayllón and the Santiago group. Upon Bartolomé’s death, Juan
secured royal approval for his own use of Bartolomé’s encomienda
12. This Becerra received seventy-one Indians, fifteen old people, and three
children under two caciques in the repartimiento of 1514. He was also
made the inspector (visitador) to see that the laws governing Indians
were enforced at Santiago. “Repartimiento,” November 26, 1514, DII, I,
87.
13. Floyd, The Columbus Dynasty, 79-80, 229; “Repartimiento,” November
26, 1514, DII, I, 80, 90.
14. ”Repartimiento,” November 23, 1514, DII, I, 69.
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of forty Indians (plus twelve old people and six children) for four
demoras or eight-month periods of service in the mines. These
Indians lived at Buena Ventura. Juan’s privilege was running in
1514. 15 His interest in securing replacements for these Indians
probably accounts for his participation in the company.
The date of the Salazar voyage is nowhere stated in sources
examined so far. The range of year dates can be narrowed on the
basis of various statements made in 1517-1518, and the documents to which they refer. The audiencia’s residencia (questions
16-17, 24-25) establishes that the voyage, which was one of several
sponsored by the same group of men, was made after the prohibition of the laws of Burgos of 1512-1513 on enslaving all Indians
except Caribs. 16 In 1518, licenciado Alonso Zuazo informed William of Croy, Monsieur de Xavres, Charles I’s secretary, that the
redistribution of encomienda Indians, and in particular that
made by licenciado Rodrigo de Alburquerque in 1514, caused the
oidores and Miguel de Pasamonte (treasurer) to seek and obtain
permission from Ferdinand the Catholic to enslave Indians
from “useless” islands near Española. 17 Albuquerque made his
redistribution during July-December 1514. 18 This redistribution
lead to new slaving expeditions according to a contract entered
into the record of the residencia. Dated at Santo Domingo on
August 5, 1514, it established a company involving the licenciados
Villalobos and Juan Ortíz de Matienzo and ten others for the
purpose of dispatching slaving expeditions. 19 This was not, however, the company which sent out Salazar.
If, then, the Salazar voyage was no earlier than August 1514,
as seems probable, what was the latest it could have been? The
one absolute date is May 10, 1517, when the power of attorney
was given by Ayllón and Christobal Lebrón, one time Juez de
Residencia for the audiencia, to Pedro Gallego so that he could
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

“Repartimiento,” December 21, 1514, DII, I, 168; Boyd-Bowman, Índice
de 40,000 Pobladores, I, 163 (entries 4923 and 4921).
AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 13-14.
Zuazo to Xevres, January 22, 1518, DII, I, 312. The cédula in question
may be one signed by Ferdinand at Seville, June 6, 1511, which is copied
into AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 404vto., and which allows the audiencia to
designate islands where slaves may be sought. See also Carl Ortwin
Sauer, The Early Spanish Main (Berkeley, 1967), 193, for other orders
of 1511 and 1512 allowing slave raiding.
“Repartimiento,” 1514, DII, I, 50-236.
AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 404-404vto.
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collect all money, jewels, lucayan and giant Indians, Negroes,
repartimiento Indians, naboria Indians, etc., belonging to them
and represent them before the licenciado Zuazo. 20 Clearly the
voyage had been accomplished by then.
However, the last likely date for the voyage may be moved
back to coincide with the arrival of the three Hieronymite friars
at Santo Domingo, December 1516. Although they subsequently
came to accept the point of view of the island’s Spanish residents
and even opposed Zuazo, for their own reasons, their presence as
agents of Cardinal Ximénez de Cisneros-a known sympathizer
with the Domincan opposition to Indian slavery-would have
inhibited the sending of a slaving voyage long enough for Zuazo
to arrive (January 1517) and cause a cessation of such activity by
beginning the residencia. It must be concluded, therefore, that
Salazar’s voyage was sometime between mid-August 1514 and
early December 1516.
The course of the voyage can be inferred from the statements
of Diego Cavallero, secretary of the audiencia and a member of
the Conchillos-Pasamonte-Ayllón-Matienzo clique, and Pedro de
Quexo, a pilot. Both testified in 1526 in connection with
Matienzo’s suit against Ayllón over the Quexo-Gordillo discovery
of what is now the coast of South Carolina. Cavallero claimed
that in 1521 Ayllón had told him that Pedro de Salazar had
discovered a land north of the Bahamas, and that Francisco
Gordillo, Ayllón’s pilot in 1521, had instructions to sail north
from the Bahamas if he failed to obtain a cargo of Indians
there. 21 Quexo testified that he and Gordillo had sailed north
from the Bahamas for eight or nine days, but then became discouraged and decided to move toward Florida, which Juan Ponce
de León had discovered in 1513. Florida was then known to extend north to only about 28 1/2o north, the approximate northern limit of the Bahamas. 22 Since it is reasonable to assume that
Gordillo was doing what he was told by Ayllón, one may infer
that Salazar’s voyage must have lasted about eight days, although
20. Power of Attorney, May 10, 1517, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 434-36.
21. AGI, Just. 3, No. 3, fol. 48vto.
22. Quexo’s testimony is in AGI, Just. 3, No. 3, fol. 40. It has been published
in translation from John Gilmary Shea’s copy by David B. Quinn (ed.),
New American World: A Documentary History of North America to 1612,
5 vols. (New York, 1978), I, 258-60.
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the direction that he traveled must have been more to the northwest than that of Quexo and Gordillo if he were to cross the
northeast-flowing Gulf Stream and find land in that period of
time.
Where the landing occurred is not stated except for the suggestive name, “Island of Giants.” Considerations of time and
distance indicate that it was the coast between northern Georgia
and Cape Fear, an area which even today is flanked by numerous
barrier islands as far as Winyah Bay.
Little ethnographic data is supplied by witnesses testifying in
the residencia. Most agree that the “giants” were taller than the
Indians of the Bahamas and Caribbean. Pedro Romero, who apparently was on the voyage, testified that the Indians were very
peaceful, had welcomed the Spanish with food, had taken them
to their huts (bohios), and had shown a willingness to give whatever was asked of them. He also claimed that they seemed genuinely sad when the Spanish indicated they were about to leave
and that the “giants” traded regularly with the Indians in the
Bahamas in pearls, guanines (gold objects of low carat), cotton
clothing, and “other things.“ 23 Luís Fernández testified that his
friend (compañero), Nicola, the ship’s master, was injured by a
vara or staff carried by one Indian when a fight broke out as the
24
Spanish began seizing slaves. Other witnesses agreed that the
“giants” had been peaceful until the Spanish attempted to enslave
them.
This ethnographic data is so general that it could apply to
almost any group of Indians who had not had contact with the
Spanish. The height of the Indians Salazar enslaved does, however, provide indirect evidence that he was in North America.
Witnesses in the 1526 lawsuit who testified about the Indians
brought back from North America by Quexo and Gordillo in
1521 claimed they were taller than the Indians of the Bahamas
and the Caribbean. 25
The journey back to Española is not described in detail, but
23.

AGI, Just. 42, No. 2, fol. 25vto. Peter Martyr says the same thing according to Sauer, Early Spanish Main, 189. Martyr’s source of information on
this trade is not stated.
24. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 237. This resistence is confirmed by Jácome de
Castellón, ibid., fol. 102.
25. AGI, Just. 3, No. 3, fols. 36 (testimony of Juan de Ampies), 43vto (testimony of Geronimo de Medina), and fol. 47 (testimony of García Camo).
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it is known that many of the Indians died due to lack of food.
Jácome de Castellón, who claimed to have been on the voyage, said
that two-thirds of the 500 captured Indians died at sea. 26 Both
the number of Indians and their death rates may be exaggerated,
but there seems little doubt that many did die, and mainly from
a lack of food. Ayllón’s Bahamas fleets, of which the Salazar
voyage is a special case, were notorious for being inadequately
provisioned. 27 Gonçalo de Guzmán saw the Indians landed and
stated that they were weak (flacos) due to lack of nourishment. 28
Upon landing, the “giants” were tattooed and divided among
the backers of the voyage, for sale or work on the properties of
the backers. A few were given to crewmen in payment for their
services. 29 Ayllón, in particular, seems to have used some of his
share of the slaves on his own properties around Puerto Plata.
The slaves that were sold were at prices which most witnesses in
the residencia considered to be excessively high. Juan Fernández
de las Varas, at times himself a slave trader, charged that the
natives sold by Ayllón were frequently offered at prices of fifteen,
twenty, thirty, and even fifty to sixty pesos de oro each. 30 Antonio
de Villasante and Fernando Pacheco agreed that prices of thirty
to forty pesos de oro often were charged by Ayllón, while
Jerónimo de Grimaldo admitted paying thirty pesos de oro for a
gigante. 31 Pedro Romero, on the other hand, claimed that prices
of sixty to one hundred pesos de oro were demanded by Ayllón
and others, although he, like all of the witnesses except Grimaldo,
does not specifically say those were the prices of the gigantes. 32
Whatever the price, the gigantes were bad bargins. The
witnesses of the residencia all agree that the “giants” died soon
after their arrival at Santo Domingo. In so doing they deprived
some of the seamen of their reward; a dead Indian was worthless.
Once the “giants” had been sold off the matter seems to have
26.
27.

AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 102-03.
Testimony of Bartolomé Asserado, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 229-32,
testimony of Juan Fernández de las Varas, on folios 70-73.
28. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 84.
29. Reply of Goncalo de Guzmán to Question 20, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1,
86. Reply of Luís Fernández to Question 19, AGI, Just. 42, No. 1,
237vto.
30. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 70-73, replying to questions 20-22 of
pesquiza secreta.
31. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fols. 132vto, 148, 219, respectively.
32. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 53.
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been forgotten, and no further voyages were made to this new
discovery. Indeed the whole episode would have been lost to history were it not for the residencia of 1517, and Diego Cavallero’s
testimony in the Matienzo-Ayllón suit of 1526.
It may be speculated that the voyage in question was to
Curaçao, also known at the time as the “Island of the Giants.“ 33
Some of the testimony in the residencia does in fact relate to such
a voyage, but it is clear from the full record that some witnesses
were referring to a voyage north of the Bahamas. Most agree that
Ayllón did his slaving in the Bahamas, not the southern Caribbean, and that the Indians were not like those from the Caribbean. Moreover, Luís Fernández said that Nicola claimed he had
“discovered” it. 34 The Islas de Gigantes off South America were
discovered by the Juan de la Cosa-Amerigo Vespucci expedition of
1499. 35 It seems unlikely Nicola would not have been aware of
that fact fifteen years later. The reason for the apparent confusion
in the residencia testimony is that the advocate for licenciado
Matienzo-who normally did his slaving in the Caribbean-introduced the case of Juan Gil in order to clear his principal of
charges that he had not enforced the prohibitions on slave-taking
in certain parts of the Caribbean, including Curaçao. Gil had
raided the “island of the giants”-evidently Curaçao-and had
been jailed for this under Matienzo’s orders. 36 Happily for all
parties, Gil had died in jail before the matter came to trial, thus
sparing Matienzo embarrassing revelations in court. Witnesses who
were not aware of the Salazar voyage, but who did know of the Gil
voyage, testified for the defense. However it is possible to sort out
that testimony and the testimony relating to the Salazar voyage,
and, using Luis Fernández’s testimony and that of Diego Cavallero
(1526), see that the Salazar voyage was to North America and not
to Curaçao.
A final problem is the connection, if any, between Barcía’s
tale of Diego Miruelo and the Salazar voyage. Close comparison
of the facts of the Ayllón voyages as recorded in the lawsuit of
1526 and Oviedo’s manuscript additions to his Historia de las
Indias shows that Barcía has his facts wrong in so far as they
33. Sauer, Early Spanish Main, Figure 1, p. 3, and pp. 112, 194.
34. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 237.
35. Sauer, Early Spanish Main, 112.
36. AGI, Just. 42, No. 1, fol. 451.
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pertain to Miruelo’s alleged service for Ayllón. Similarly, he
seems to have mistaken Diego Miruelo for Diego Carmago when
discussing the Garay expedition to Pánuco in 1522. But the voyage
of 1516 was correctly reported, at least there is no evidence to the
contrary. As reported by Barcía, this voyage involved a discovery
on the Gulf coast of the Floridas where trade apparently took
place. Miruelo failed to record his latitude. Nonetheless, he was
considered an expert in navigating the Gulf coast and was with
Panfilo de Narváez in Florida in 1528. One result of this relationship was probably the naming of Miruelo Bay, if it had not
already been named in 1516. 37
In light of Miruelo’s apparent discovery of a bay on the Florida Gulf Coast, and his subsequent voyages there in Narváez’s
service, it seems unlikely that he was the pilot on the Salazar
voyage. Cavallero’s testimony is quite specific in its suggestion
that Salazar sailed north from the Bahamas. Eight or even nine
days would not be enough time to work west from the Bahamas
along Cuba or Florida and then north into the Gulf to the site of
Miruelo’s Bay, which was on the northern Gulf coast. The
Miruelo and Salazar voyages were distinct. Both were involved
in unauthorized slaving at about the same time and for the same
reason; the lack of Indians in the Bahamas and in other parts of
the Caribbean.
The testimony in the residencia of 1517 and Diego Cavallero’s
testimony in 1526 establish that Pedro de Salazar visited the coast
of what is now the southeastern United States, probably at one
of the barrier islands south of Winyah Bay. There he seized slaves
and returned them to Española where the survivors of the sea
voyage were tattooed and sold by or distributed to the partners
37.

For the Ayllón materials compare Barcía, Chronological History, 4-5, 7-9,
with AGI, Just. 3, No. 3, fols. 6-9, and with Goncalo Fernández de
Oviedo, Historia general y natural de Indias, 4 vols. (Madrid, 1851-1855).
III, 627-30. Miruelo is nowhere mentioned in these documents. Lowery
records the correct facts on the Garay voyage, and notes Barcía’s statements in Spanish Settlements, I, 153 and note 1 on that page. Barcía
made the Diego Miruelo with Garay and Narváez, the nephew of the
Diego Miruelo of the voyage of 1516 (also with Ayllón), but this statement of kinship was forced on him by his error of having the Miruelo
with Ayllón die in 1524. The rest of Barcía’s tale, that Miruelo became
melancoly when he could not find the bay while on the voyage of 1526,
probably has its origin in the facts recorded by Oviedo about his inability to find his bay while serving Narváez. See Oviedo, Historia general,
III, 583, col. 2. For Narváez see Lowery, Spanish Settlements, I, 176. For
Miruelo Bay see ibid., I, 445.
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in the venture. All seem to have died shortly afterwards. The
voyage occurred sometime between August 1514 and December
1516. Pedro de Salazar thus joins the select company of early explorers of North America, although his only monuments were
heaps of Indian corpses, and the knowledge which led Pedro de
Quexo and Francisco Gordillo to sail north from the Bahamas in
1521 and then turn west until they encountered the coast at 33 1/2
degrees north, a discovery which has long been regarded as the
first Spanish discovery of North America north of the peninsula
of Florida. 38 It would seem then that Salazar should be recognized
as the first Spanish discoverer of the coast north of Florida.
38. Act of Possession, June 30, 1521, AGI, Just. 3, No. 3, fol. 55. See also
Pedro de Quexo’s testimony on fols. 39-42 of the same document.
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WTVJ’S MIAMI CRIME WAR:
A TELEVISION CRUSADE
by PAUL G. ASHDOWN*
WTVJ, M
, broadcast sixty-five consecutive weekS day editorials
against Dade County crime in 1966. These
TATION

IAMI

editorials, supported by documentary news reports and interviews,
reportedly “shook the political foundation of the State of Florida
and sent shock waves rocking the underworld that were felt in
the crime capitals of the world.“ 1
While its effects are disputable, the series well may have been
television’s first and most significant editorial crusade. United
States Senator Estes Kefauver’s widely-publicized Senate Crime
Committee conducted hearings in Miami in 1950 and branded
the city a “plunderground . . . for America’s most vicious criminals.“ 2 A reporter at those hearings was twenty-two-year-old
Ralph Renick, who broadcast the first live television newscast in
Florida on July 16, 1950. Renick had graduated in 1949 from the
University of Miami, where in his senior year he held the first
H. V. Kaltenborn Foundation Research Fellowship to study “the
theory and practice of communicating ideas through the broadcasting media or the press.“ 3 During that year, Renick began
working with WTVJ, which started broadcasting on March 21,
1949, as Florida’s first television station.
In the aftermath of the Kefauver hearings, Renick reported
about crime along with other news, but refrained from any commentary. Before 1949 broadcasters in Florida and throughout the
nation had been proscribed from editorializing and showed little
interest in complying with a subsequent Federal Communications
Commission suggestion that they could begin to “editorialize with

*

Mr. Ashdown is associate professor of journalism at the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville.

1. Paul Einstein, “Camera on Corruption,” The Quill (May 1967), 12.
2. Estes Kefauver, Crime in America (New York, 1951), 60.
3. Ralph Renick, ”News on Television” (Coral Gables, Florida, 1950), 1. A
copy of this unpublished document is in the Florida Collection, University of Miami Library.
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fairness.“ There was no tradition to encourage them, and they
were reluctant to commit the necessary air time for rebuttal.
Furthermore, they feared losing viewers and advertisers by becoming involved in controversies, and few stations had news
departments capable of substantive reporting, or commentators
capable of effective commentary. Renick, for example, admitted
to the Radio-Television News Directors Association in 1958 that
he “personally did not feel ready to editorialize until last year.“ 5
Then when Renick finally was prepared, he made a major
breakthrough. In 1957 WTVJ became the first television station
to institute a daily editorial. 6 Renick cautiously developed the
editorial segment, making occasional diffident attacks against
organized crime that were generally applauded by the television
industry and the FCC. 7 By 1966 Renick was in a strong position
to intensify an attack on crime by capitalizing on his unique advantages as a spokesman. Contrary to the practice of most stations
that editorialize, WTVJ used Renick as both newscaster and
commentator. Thus the credibility he had established as Florida’s
top-rated newscaster in some sixteen years of broadcasting had
the potential to carry over to his emerging role as editorialist. 8
Until 1966 few, if any, television stations anywhere had attempted to conduct a full-scale editorial crusade in the tradition
of the best American newspapers. 9 There was then, and remains
today (1980), considerable doubt that television, essentially an
4. Federal Communications Commission, “Editorializing by Broadcast Licensees,” 14 Federal Register (1949), 3055.
5. Ralph Renick, speech at the thirteenth annual Radio-Television News
Directors Association Convention, Chicago, October 16, 1958.
6. William A. Wood, Electronic Journalism (New York, 1967), 62.
7. Ralph Renick, statement to the FCC (Washington, D.C., 1959) Docket
12782; Hearings before a Sub-Committee of the Committee on Interstate
and Foreign Commerce on Broadcast Editorializing Practices, House of
Representatives, 88th Congress, 1st Sess. (Washington, D.C., September
20, 1963), 424-27; “Television Raises Its Voice,” TV Guide (April 23,
1960), 5-7.
8. Lee W. Ruwitch, “Election Editorial: Use Only in Emergency,” Sponsor
(June 3, 1963), 65. For a discussion of the role of the editorialist, see Edd
Routt, Dimensions of Broadcast Editorializing (Blue Ridge Summit,
Pennsylvania, 1974), 142.
9. The trade literature in which such crusades would have been reported
does not show any crusades during this period. A notable exception concerns a crusade conducted by WJXT in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1966.
Here too the target was municipal corruption, although the roots of the
crusade do not appear to be as deep as those of the WTVJ crusade. See
Michael Hornberger, “How TV Can Move a City Into Action,” Television
Magazine (October 1966), 43-61.
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entertainment medium, can conduct a serious in-depth editorial
crusade. 10 Renick believed that a television crusade was different
than a newspaper crusade and that it required intensity and a
dramatic element to attract public interest. The spark was provided when the Miami Herald hired Hank Messick to investigate
crime in the city. Messick, according to the Herald, “probably
knows more about the underworld and their ties to dishonest
officials than any newspaperman in the nation.“ 11 Messick’s reputation had been built largely on his reports of corruption in
Newport, Kentucky, which had been published in the Louisville
Courier-Journal. He had also spent two years on a Ford Foundation grant investigating organized crime throughout the country.
It was claimed that he had survived “numerous attempts to frame
him or smear his character,” and that there had been repeated
threats on his life. 12
According to Messick, in Miami, “Almost every racket known
to man was operating. . . . Corruption was nearly complete. Anything and almost anyone was for sale.“ 13 Dade County was ranked
as the third most crime-ridden community in the nation by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in statistics released in July
1966. 14 Renick reported that justice department officials had stated
in 1964 that Miami was “totally corrupt.“ 15 A grand jury subsequently concluded that “the public reports of systematic and
regular collection of money from gamblers, prostitution operators
and operators of other forms of vice were in fact more widespread

10. Victor H. Bernstein, “TV Editorials: How Brave & Free?” The Nation
(September 4, 1967), 170-73; Dan Rustin, “TV Station Editorials: Why
Are They Suffering from Advanced Innovation Malnutrition?” Television/Radio Age (October 15, 1973), 26-62; Peter M. Sandman, David
M. Rubin, and David B. Sachsman, Media, An Introductory Analysis of
American Mass Communications (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1972), 288.
11. Miami Herald, April 1, 1966.
12. Ibid.
13. Hank Messick, Syndicate in the Sun (New York, 1968), 8.
14. United States Department of Justice, Uniform Crime Reports for the
United States, 1966, 78-90. The Federal Bureau of Investigation cautions
that these figures are subject to wide misinterpretation. Crimes may be
unreported, or the figures tampered with by officials to make law enforcement agencies appear more effective than they actually are. Also,
the figures lump together all crimes and do not differentiate among
serious offenses, or offenses that might relate directly to organized crime.
The figures do serve as a general indicator of the security of a community.
15. Miami Herald, September 14, 1966.
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and upon a far greater scale than had been indicated by the reports which brought about the investigations.“ 16
Moreover, there was an undercurrent of lawlessness in the city
during the period that had to do with narcotics trafficking and
the political disturbances in the Caribbean. Messick colorfully
characterized the period: “Miami in the sixties was very much
like Casablanca in the forties-a city full of stateless men and
women, soldiers of fortune, spies and secret agents, con men of
all persuasions, and even a few patriots.“ 17
Messick’s reports revealed a complex pattern of bribery relating to the sheriff’s office, within the context of Dade County’s
new metropolitan government. After “Metro” was created in
May 1957, Dade County’s elected sheriff, Thomas J. Kelly, fell
out of favor with County Manager Irving G. McNayr, who, under
the Metro charter, had authority to appoint a new sheriff. In
1963 he selected Talmadge Buchanan, a high-ranking aide to
Kelly. Then Kelly was able to promote a Metro charter amendment that would again make the office of sheriff elective. 18
Buchanan resigned as appointed sheriff in December 1963, to run
against Kelly, and he defeated him.
Roy O’Nan was a “political adviser” both to Kelly and
Buchanan. In this capacity, he said that he “was involved in their
political campaigns and, being on a close level, on a close association personally with them, I was in the position to advise them
on their political strategy. And not only just campaigns, but what
was going on at that particular time also.“ 19 O’Nan had once
owned a drug store in North Miami and employed Renick as a
soda jerk when Renick was seventeen. O’Nan had also served as
president of the North Miami Chamber of Commerce. After
Buchanan became sheriff again, O’Nan threatened to talk to a
Dade County grand jury investigating allegations of bribery in
the sheriff’s office.
On January 15, 1966, three days before he was to testify,
16. Final Report of the Grand Jury, Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit of Florida, for Dade County, Spring Term 1966.
17. Hank Messick, Of Grass and Snow: The Secret Criminal Elite (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1979), 51-52.
18. Dade County vs. Kelly, Fla., 99 So. 2nd 856; Dade County vs. Kelly, Fla.,
153 So. 2nd 822.
19. “The Price of Corruption,” broadcast on WTVJ, September 6, 1966.
Copies of all WTVJ editorials are in the station’s files and were made
available to the author by Ralph Renick.
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O’Nan was nearly murdered in the parking lot of a Hialeah
liquor store in which he had an interest. Two or more men in a
late model blue car pulled in front of O’Nan’s vehicle about
3:50 a.m. and shot three bullets into the windshield. O’Nan
escaped by diving through the open door to the pavement. “This
was for real,” O’Nan said. “They were professionals. They were
trying to kill me.“ 20
O’Nan was placed under guard at his Miami Springs home,
and he later testified against Sheriff Buchanan, who was indicted
on April 19 on charges of lying about a $25,000 campaign contribution. The sheriff was then suspended from office. 21 Tried for
perjury, Buchanan was acquitted when a corroborating witness
failed to testify. Reinstated as sheriff, he immediately fired
George Leppig, who had served as acting sheriff, and Charles
Zmuda, head of technical services. He claimed both had been
“disloyal” during the time of his suspension. 22
Renick, who had been desultorily commenting on the situation
for months, began on August 15 what was to be three and onehalf months of sustained editorializing by claiming that Buchanan
had dismissed both officers for “not playing politics.” Renick
argued that if Buchanan was “a lawman and not a politician,
he will either reinstate both men and get back to the business of
law enforcement or he will let both men stay fired and follow
them himself in leaving the Sheriff’s Department.“ 23 In subsequent TV editorials, Renick chided public apathy, urged State
Attorney Richard Gerstein to investigate the sheriff’s office, and
called for grand jury action. 24
Lacking evidence to press the station’s own investigation,
Renick searched “for a person who had been a part of the operation, someone who could give credence to the reports we had been
receiving.“ 25That turned out to be O’Nan, who told Renick that
he was prepared to talk publicly. Messick, meanwhile, was angry
with Miami Herald attorneys, who, he said, “had just rejected a
new series I had prepared. I was annoyed. Television would give
20. Miami Herald, January 16, 1966.
21. Final Report of the Grand Jury, Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit of Florida, for Dade County, Fall Term 1965.
22. WTVJ Editorial, “Ralph Renick Reporting,” August 15, 1966.
23. Ibid.
24. WTVJ Editorial, “Ralph Renick Reporting,” August 16, 1966.
25. Einstein, “Camera on Corruption,” 14.
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me a chance to bring material to the public and, at the same time,
prove how baseless were the attorney’s [sic] fears.“ 26
Renick began a series of five interviews with O’Nan and Messick on August 22. O’Nan explained how the protection rackets
operated.
Renick: Well now, you say you were the bagman for the
gamblers. Did you have any direct connection with
the sheriff personally in your capacity as a bagman?
O’Nan: Yes, definitely.
Renick: Tell us about that.
O’Nan: Well, in a position that I was in which I was representing both the sheriffs in the protection business
that I was involved in, in Dade County. Closely associated with them personally, socially and businesswise in this protection business that I was involved in.
Renick: Would you actually give the money directly to the
sheriffs?
O’Nan: Yes . . . uh-huh. 27
Messick and O’Nan told of the existence of evidence linking
the payoffs to a wide variety of unnamed officials in local and
state government, but claimed that when some of the evidence
reached the state attorney, “a great investigation was launched,
which ended up, as many of Mr. Gerstein’s investigation [sic] end
up, with exactly nothing.“ 28
Rival broadcast media in Miami, “madder than the dickens
because Channel Four’s Ralph Renick has scooped them,” accused
Renick of sensationalism and claimed WTVJ had paid O’Nan
for his appearances. Renick denied this charge. 29 He “nightly
presented shocking facts, topped with lucid, hard-hitting editorials. Rival TV commentators began to scream-and to fire back
with pro-Buchanan editorials. Even the late night radio ‘talk‘
shows got into the battle. Most were anti-Messick, anti-Renick.
Buchanan was live on one or the other almost every night.“ 30
26. Messick, Syndicate in the Sun, 219.
27. WTVJ Editorial, “The Price of Corruption,” September 6, 1966.
28. Ibid.
29. Miami News, September 16, 1966.
30. Messick, Syndicate in the Sun, 220.
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Buchanan complained to the FCC, charging that WTVJ had
not acceded to his demand for an “immediate retraction and
apology for any direct or implied reference . . . which might tend
to injure my reputation.“ 31 In reply the FCC informed Buchanan:
“We note that, in this case the station has made several offers to
you of free time on which to express your views. Apparently you
have not accepted these offers. Since this is the case, no commission action in this matter appears warranted.“ 32
Dramatic events continued when WTVJ newsmen, acting on
a tip from O’Nan, hid in a green panel truck for twelve hours on
September 26 and photographed sheriff’s captain Richard Gladwell meeting with five well-known Dade County racketeers. The
film was shot at a warehouse, which, according to O’Nan, was a
popular hangout for racketeers and police. 33 Renick aired the
film on his October 3 program and editorialized: “If such a
chummy relationship can be filmed by a TV station, is it too
much to expect the sheriff himself or the state attorney to check
on the relationship between the police and the underworld in
this town? If we could get this in an afternoon’s work, just think
what a continuing police investigation could have unearthed.“ 34
The crusade coincided with the state’s 1966 gubernatorial
campaign. Republican candidate Claude Kirk blamed his Democratic opponent, Miami Mayor Robert King High, for corruption
in the city. Although Florida had not elected a Republican governor since Reconstruction, Kirk capitalized on a national political swing toward the right to run a law and order campaign.
Miami offered a rich harvest of votes, and the crusade worked to
Kirk’s advantage. Throughout the campaign he referred to Miami
as a “cesspool of crime.“ 35 Kirk charged that High had done
nothing to end neighborhood crime, and had contributed to lack
of morale in the police department by opposing pay raises for
seven years. 36 “I wouldn’t let my mother walk alone here at night
. . . even to go to my old business office just two blocks away,”
Kirk told an audience at the McAllister Hotel. He promised that,
31. Talmadge Buchanan to Ben F. Waple, October 3, 1966, copy of letter in
Station WTVJ files.
32. Waple to Buchanan, October 25, 1966, Station WTVJ files.
33. Miami Herald, October 4, 1966.
34. W T V J Editorial, “Ralph Renick Reporting,” October 3, 1966.
35. New York Times, November 10, 1966.
36. Miami Herald, September 7, 1966.
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as governor, he would put pressure on Miami officials to combat
crime in the city. 37
The incumbent governor, meanwhile, refused to act and called
the problem a local matter. “If Haydon Burns wasn’t a lameduck
governor you can bet he wouldn’t use such a lame excuse,” said
Renick. 38 Asked by WTVJ if he thought O’Nan’s charges were
true, Governor Burns replied: “I think it’s ridiculous. . . . I don’t
hold that you can buy off 700 Miami policemen and 900 deputy
sheriffs and the Treasury officials and the FBI. . . . If crime is as
prevalent as is said by many officials including the Mayor of
Miami, then it is a problem . . . and the responsibility for doing
something about it is with the local law enforcement officers.“ 39
On November 4, Buchanan and several top aides were indicted by the grand jury on charges of corruption. This virtually
ensured passage of an amendment to the Metro charter again
making the sheriff an appointed official, and it facilitated Kirk’s
election. 40 Mayor High’s defeat was blamed on a faulty election
strategy, largely engineered by Scott Kelly, whom High had defeated in the Democratic primary along with Burns. Kelly had
been angered by Burns during the primary and supported High
been angered by Burns during the primary, and he supported
High in his runoff against Burns. The High-Kelly strategy was to
campaign primarily in rural north and central Florida, areas
presumed to favor Kirk, while counting on a large vote in Dade,
Pinellas, Hillsborough, Palm Beach, and Broward counties.
But Kirk concentrated on these very counties, and swamped
High in Pinellas, Broward, Palm Beach, and Duval, and defeated
him in much of rural Florida. Hillsborough and Dade gave High
only marginal support, and this was viewed as decisive. Other
factors which lead to High’s defeat included Burns’s refusal to
support the Miami mayor, and High’s identification with Lyndon
Johnson and Democratic party leaders who were being blamed
for high taxes, racial unrest, unpopular Great Society programs,
and the stalemated Vietnam War. 41
37.
38.
39.
40.

Ibid., October 12, 1966.
WTVJ Editorial, “Ralph Renick Reporting,” September 7, 1966.
Ibid., September 9, 1966.
Final Report of the Grand Jury, Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit of Florida, for Dade County, Spring Term 1966. See Miami
Herald, November 9, 1966, for a full text of the Grand Jury’s report.
41. Miami Herald, November 9, 1966.
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On December 19, 1966, E. Wilson “Bud” Purdy took office as
sheriff. Purdy had been an FBI agent in New York and Florida,
chief of the St. Petersburg police force, and director of the Pennsylvania state police. He promised “no millenium,” but reorganized
and expanded the department’s criminal-intelligence and vice
divisions and began arresting “gambling’s middle echelon,” including Santo Trafficante, reputedly Florida’s Mafia chieftain. 42
On January 2, 1967, “amid the high emotional pitch of the
community during the WTVJ crime campaign,” a former Army
captain named Thomas L. Roberts entered the WTVJ studios
carrying a revolver. 43 Renick was off-camera during a commercial
break in his evening newscast at the time. Roberts later told
police he went to the station “to make Renick read a statement
over the air and took along the gun because it was the only way
I’d get him to listen to me.“ 44 The statement was a general
criticism of the nation’s news media. Renick, seeing Roberts holding the gun, later admitted that, “The only thing I could think of
was to dive for the gun hand.” Not until the end of the newscast
did Renick, shaken and breathless, tell the audience what had
happened. 45 Whether or not the incident was related to the crime
crusade is secondary to its probable effect on the audience. Here
seemed proof that lawlessness could strike suddenly and that those
who spoke against it would be the first targets. Roberts was subsequently committed for psychiatric examination.
The consequence of the crusade is open to many interpretations. After his inauguration in Tallahassee, Kirk said Florida
was “faced with a threat of being enslaved by organized crime. We
must wage a new kind of war, a war to save our future from mob
and individual violence.“ 46 To conduct that war, Kirk hired the
Wackenhut Corporation, a private security agency, to look for
criminal activity. George Russell Wackenhut, the firm’s president,
hired Messick to investigate organized crime. Messick served for
only seven weeks, and later wrote: “The governor had begun
campaigning for the Republican Vice-Presidential nomination
within seconds of his election. The crime war was a propaganda
42. Time magazine, “Messiah in Open Town” (April 28, 1967), 24.
43. Einstein, “Camera on Corruption,” 13.
44. Miami News, January 26, 1967.
45. Miami Herald, January 26, 1967.
46. New York Times, February 19, 1967.
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tool in the new effort.” Very little was achieved, according to
Messick. 47
A long fight between Kirk and the state legislature led to the
creation of a Bureau of Law Enforcement that took over what
was left of the discredited war on crime on October 1, 1967.
Richard Nixon selected Spiro Agnew instead of Kirk as his running mate in 1968, and High died shortly after the election.
WTVJ claimed its crusade had “proved the overall effectiveness of the television editorial” which “provided the impetus for
individual and community action during a critical community
crisis.“ 48 The New York Times noted that “after the public became aroused at last, reform became a political football that
seems, even today, to be missing what should be the legitimate
goal posts of genuine reform.“ 49 Paul Einstein, a Miami freelance journalist, formerly with the Miami News and the Tallahassee Democrat, described the Dade County campaign in an article
published in The Quill, official magazine of Sigma Delta Chi,
the Society of Professional Journalists. Einstein claimed the
crusade had international ramifications for organized crime, had
virtually driven criminals from Miami into Biscayne Bay, reformed Florida government, and had crushed Robert King High’s
ambitions to become governor of the state. 50 Time magazine concluded modestly that the “uproar” leading to the indictments
“was sufficient to allow reformers to win a referendum.“ 51
Seven years later Renick examined the situation again and
concluded that there was less corruption in Miami than there had
been during the Kefauver hearings in relation to the size of the
population. Fewer people, he said, were then involved in major
governmental decisions. 52 But in 1977 no Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area with a population above 500,000 had a higher rate
of crime per capita than Miami-8,169.8 crimes per 100,000
citizens. Miami was third in that category in 1966 and 1967; crime
per capita actually increased from 3,196.4 per 100,000 to 3,596.2
during the crusade. 53
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Messick, Syndicate in the Sun, 237.
WTVJ pamphlet, ‘‘News is not a By-Product of WTVJ” (Miami, 1969).
New York Times, April 13, 1968.
Einstein, “Camera on Corruption,” 12-13.
Time magazine, “Messiah in Open Town” (April 28, 1967), 24.
Interview with Ralph Renick, August 7, 1973.
United States Department of Justice, Uniform Crime Reports for the
United States, 1966, 70-90; 1967, 80-93; 1977, 54-73.
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Ratings compiled by the American Research Bureau showed
that the percentage of area television households reached by the
station during the editorial segment in 1966 increased from
twenty-one to twenty-five per cent at 6 p.m. during the crusade
while the station’s chief competitor declined from twenty-two to
nineteen per cent. WTVJ viewers increased from 227,600 to
258,900; its share of the audience increased from thirty-eight to
forty-five per cent. 64 These figures suggest, but do not prove, that
controversy increases viewership.
Any attempt by either the Miami Herald or WTVJ to claim
credit separately or together for events that followed the crusade
would ultimately fall to the post hoc ergo proper hoc fallacy.
But certainly the attack on Renick, O’Nan’s confessions, the secret
filming of gangsters, hints of moral turpitude-all the ingredients
of successful television programing-provided the necessary
drama. The perennial fascination with evil-doers and evil-doings
had been cited to explain public interest in the televised Kefauver
hearings fifteen years earlier. 55
Crime in Miami is immeasurably worse in the spring of 1980
than in 1966. It may well be that crime is uncontrollable in a
burgeoning international city that is a port-of-call for illegal
aliens, narcotics importers, saboteurs and counter-intelligence
agents, revolutionaries, weapons traffickers, and gamblers, and is a
haven for the perennial commerce in human vice that usually
surrounds a tourist economy. The power of any news medium to
restrict such evils must always be limited, but WTVJ did establish that television could try.
54. American Research Bureau Reports, Miami, June/July 1966, January
1967.
55. Bernard Rubin, Political Television (Belmont, California, 1967), II.
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FLORIDA MANUSCRIPT ACQUISITIONS
AND ACCESSIONS
The following paragraphs list recent manuscript acquisitions
and accessions as reported by Florida’s university, college, and
public libraries. Those interested in using particular collections
should correspond with the library or institution in question.
Additions to the Robert Manning Strozier Library, Florida
State University, include the Carlton J. Corliss Papers, covering
the years 1859-1978, and containing correspondence, articles, and
photographs, all related to his years of railroad activity in Florida.
The Strozier Library has also acquired the records of the city of
St. Augustine from 1883-1959 (business correspondence, individual files, audit reports, public relations scrapbooks, and various
record books).
The Jacksonville Public Library has acquired ten photos of a
Clewiston sugar mill taken in 1929 by Mark Bethea, and an
1835 map of the Pensacola harbor and bay as surveyed in 1822.
The Mills Memorial Library, Rollins College, reports the
acquisition of photocopied materials relating to the founding of
Edgewater (originally Hawks Park), four letters of Dr. John
Milton Hawks (the town’s founder) and newspaper clippings
concerning the early history of the town.
The Historical Association of Southern Florida, Miami, has
added to its collections the minutes, annual reports, and publications of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce (1939-1979),
two scrapbooks, compiled by Marshall Brown, on the Florida real
estate boom (1925-1926), and the minutes of the Dade County
Classroom Teachers Association, 1958-1973. It has also acquired
microfilm copies of The Tropical Sun for the years 1891-1895; the
annual report for the city of Havana, Cuba (December 22, 1898
to June 30, 1899) by military governor William Lidlow; five handtinted prints from Harpers Weekly depicting Civil War scenes
from Florida during 1861-1862; and a collection of still photos,
16mm motion pictures, postcards, and stereographs. Two works
by Samuel Griswold Goodrich, The Manners, Customs, and
Antiquities of the Indians of North and South America and
History of the Indians of North and South America (1844) have
also been added.
[438]
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Sixty-five dime novels with South Florida settings have been
acquired by the Miami-Dade Public Library, as have two Russianlanguage travel guides (1873, 1877) to the United States which
include sections on Florida. A first edition copy of An Authentic
Narrative of the Seminole War: & of the Miraculous Escape of
Mrs. Mary Godfrey, with the woodcut frontpiece, one of three
known copies, has also been added to the Library’s collection.
Recently accessioned by the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society are a set of original drawings and sketches, mostly dating
from the 1920s, by Francis Abreu, Fort Lauderdale architect, and
sixteen documents on the Hillsboro Inlet Light Station. Also
added were two collections of photographs, one dealing with the
1964-1965 urban renewal project, and the other focusing on the
1926 hurricane.
The John C. Pace Library of the University of West Florida
has acquired the Sidney J. Catts Papers; the Calvin Todd Papers,
which include papers on the Pensacola Port Authority, 1957-1969;
the business records of the Bay Point Mill Company of Pinewood
(1909-1929); correspondence, legal papers, and portions of the
library of James Baker Watson; the Earl Hutto Papers, relating
to his congressional service; and the legislative papers of Jerry
Melvin. A 1781 version of Bernardo de Gálvez’s Diario, a Letter
of Hernando de Soto, and Memior of Hernando de Escalanta
Fontaneda (printed in 1854), and a twenty-part, folio edition of
McKenney and Hall’s History of the Indian Tribes of North
America have been added to the Rare Book Collection.
The Saint Augustine Historical Society has accessioned thirtytwo slides from a sketchbook of drawings by Zotum, a Kiowa
Indian made while he was held prisoner in Fort Marion in St.
Augustine in 1875. Photocopied acquisitions include two street
indexes (1899, 1904); letter from Marcus M. Mitchell to Daniel
Alden, January 3, 1836; letter from a Union soldier stationed in
St. Augustine, April 24, 1863; and a handwritten booklet by
George W. Mitchell, June 11, 1837. Books added to the library
include Documentos relativos a la independencia de Norteamérica
existentes en archivos Españoles (five volumes), Trabajos monográficos sobre la independencia de Norteamérica (four volumes),
and Coloquio de historia Canario-Americano (3 volumes).
The Grange County Historical Museum, Orlando, has added
three ledgers of public school enrollment, 1886-1893; county
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treasurer’s books, 1900-1926; financial records of the city of
Orlando, 1886-1926; and file of Cupboard News (1947-1977). The
museum has acquired architectural drawings for the Mills Memorial Library, Rollins College, and the First Presbyterian
Church, miscellaneous Orlando city directories, and two scrapbooks of the Orlando Chamber of Commerce.
The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida, is accessioning the papers of Florida Congressman Paul G.
Rogers. It has acquired the diary (with sketches) by Lieutenant
Henry Prince from the Second Seminole War (1836-1842); and
has secured microfilm copies of Admiral Alexander Forrester
Inglis Cochrane’s papers; the index to the compiled service record
of Revolutionary War soldiers who served with the American
Army in Georgian military opertions; Cigar Makers Official
Journal, March 1876-June 1895; from Record Group 393, National Archives-U. S. Army commands in Florida, 1819-1869,
letters from Major General E. P. Gaines, 1819-1838, abstracts of
Civil War inspection reports, station books of Civil War officers,
correspondence relating to feeding of Florida residents, 1841-1842;
from Record Group 45, National Archives-the log of the Pensacola Navy Yard, 1837-1875; from Record Group 109, National
Archives-Post Department and Army Returns Rosters, and lists
of Confederate records, 1861-1865. Three maps were added also
to the historic map collection.
The Pensacola Historical Society has acquired the business
papers of Jacob Lipps, 1906-1911; account books of Scarritt
Moreno, 1883-1884; and the business correspondence of the Lee
Fertilizer Company, 1900-1907, and the D. F. Sullivan Shipping
Company, 1860-1900. Copies of the Pensacola Journal, 19061921, have been added to the collection along with the typescript
of the memoirs of Frank Suarez, a Confederate soldier in Alabama
and northwest Florida, and six photographs taken by J. D.
Edwards, January-April 1861, of Fort Barrancas, Pensacola lighthouse, and Perote Sand Battery near Mobile.
The Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, has acquired the
papers of Florida Supreme Court Justice William Sturgis, 19551960, and the Governor’s Mansion Papers, 1959-1963, which include papers, photographs, and minutes relating to the restoration
and management of the Executive Mansion. Also added as public
records are Florida INSTEP Project Records, 1968-1975; minutes
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of the city of Miami, 1914-1968; impeachment files concerning
actions against supreme court justices, 1974-1977; committee files
dealing with reapportionment of state districts, 1969-1972; and
correspondence and other materials relating to the death penalty
controversy.
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The Southern Colonial Frontier, 1607-1763. By W. Stitt Robinson. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1979.
xvii, 293 pp. Foreword, preface, illustrations, maps, retrospect,
notes, bibliography, index. $12.50.)
This book aims at a general coverage of the southern colonial
frontier. It is chronological with some geographic and topical
subdivisions. The emphasis is on Virginia, Maryland, and the
Carolinas. There is relatively little on Georgia. The book concerns physical expansion of the settlement area, western exploration, Indian-white relations and troubles, makeup of the
eighteenth-century settlers, and the economic base of the frontier.
There are also chapters on the French-British conflict of the 1750s
and 1760s, religion, and education. The treatment is more a
sampling of incidents than an overall synthesis. It is a good sampling however, and includes topics of interest to those seeking
information about the southern colonial frontier. While the book
is aimed at the general reader, in some instances a prerequisite
knowledge is needed. The narrative treatment gives too little analysis to suit this reviewer. The sections on the founding of southern
colonies presents little new information. In the case of the first
settlements-Virginia and Maryland-an attempt is made to show
how the New World environment modified institutions brought
from Europe. In Virginia, both Wertenbaker’s and Washburn’s
ideas about Bacon’s Rebellion are presented, with Washburn’s
clearly favored. The French Huguenots in Carolina are projected
as a special group, and emphasized as they underwent changes as
they were adapting to a new environment.
The French-Spanish-British conflict in the southern backcountry at the beginning of the eighteenth-century is described,
along with the conflict over Indian alliances and trade. The desire of individual colonies to control Indian relations led to poor
intercolonial cooperation against external enemies. Various
frontier defense systems which are noted include; European and
colonial troops, local militia, forts, and combinations of all of
these.
[442]

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol58/iss4/1

80

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 58, Number 4
B OOK R EVIEWS

443

Eighteenth-century land speculation and colonial expansion
are also included. The settlement of Piedmont South Carolina in
the eighteenth century by foreign Protestants and settlers from
the older colonial areas is treated as economic, military, and
imperialistic movements. Georgia’s settlement is divided between
discussions of the foreign Protestants and the Spanish-British
struggle.
Braddock’s expedition is treated mainly as an exercise in how
not to secure and use Indian allies. Braddock had very few allies
because of differences between South Carolina and Virginia. One
result of his defeat was the establishment of two imperial Indian
superintendents in North America. The Cherokee War was the
major frontier effort south of Virginia during the French and
Indian War. In the chapter on religion and education, there is a
brief examination of Indian and Negro education, and the inadequacies of white education are shown.
A major problem of this book is that it lacks focus as a clear
concept of what the frontier was. The frontier is never clearly
separated from the rest of the colonial South. Perhaps if the book
dealt only with the seventeenth century this view might be justified, but the reader quickly perceives that this is not so. The interrelationships between the frontier and non-frontier ports of the
South are never made very clear except in drastic confrontations
like Bacon’s Rebellion. Despite all these negative comments, in
many ways this is a satisfactory introduction to the southern
colonial frontier.
University of Georgia

KENNETH COLEMAN

The Revolutionary War in the South: Power, Conflict, and
Leadership. Essays in Honor of John Richard Alden. Edited
by W. Robert Higgins. (Durham: Duke University Press,
1979. xxii, 291 pp. Preface, notes, index. $17.95.)
Festschriften are often uneven in form and in quality. These
defects are avoided in this collection of offerings. Appropriately,
in view of Alden’s own interests, two of its three main sections
are biographical and military studies. They are introduced by a
quartet of essays on the political and ethnic background of the
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Revolution in the South. Alden supervised the doctoral work of
the eleven contributors to this book, reflecting credit to himself
and Duke University. W. W. Abbot combines thorough preparation, a broad perspective, and acute analysis in the essay on his
mentor which introduces the book. It is all that such an assessment should be. His friendship for Alden in no way impairs the
shrewdness of his laudatory judgment.
The South in the Revolution is still an under-irrigated field.
This is amazing, considering the deluge of studies released during
the Bicentennial. Jack P. Greene reveals his insights into three of
the more important, but not the most famous, Virginia politicians
of the period-Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, and
George Mason. W. Robert Higgins tackles the intangible,
difficult-to-prove, but not necessarily invalid, view that fear that
the British would incite slave rebellion was a major motive for the
Southerners’readiness to fight. James O’Donnell, as he had done
earlier, ably shows that the southern Indians stood to lose whatever flag the white man carried. He explains why most southern
Indians during the Revolution were pro-British. So too, he says,
were the colonists at Natchez. William Dunbar, who lived there,
would have only half agreed. R. Don Higginbotham offers a
convincing reinterpretation of North Carolina party politics in
the revolutionary era, that shows they were more complex than
other historians have suggested, and he tells us why this is so.
Doing justice to losers is always testing work. John Cavanagh
and Paul Nelson do their best for Lincoln and Gates, the generals
defeated at Charleston and Camden. In 1778, acting on a fancied
hot tip from a garrulous member of the Carlisle Commission,
Congress ordered Lincoln south to fortify Charleston. Instead,
the British struck at Savannah. In 1780, when the British mounted
a genuine Charleston expedition, Cavanagh believes that Lincoln
showed poor judgment in not evacuating the town before them.
Both he and Nelson grade their subjects low for strategy and high
for administration. This virtue applied particularly to militia, the
subject of a separate treatment by Clyde Ferguson, who accords
the maligned militia a favorable reexamination. He correctly
stresses their importance in curbing that Indian activity on which
Whitehall placed such high hopes, but probably exaggerates with
his conclusion that, thanks to the militia, the British lost their
southern campaign before it began-in 1776. As Ira Gruber points
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out in his meticulously researched consideration of British southern strategy, one reason that the British government expected
more from the Tories than they should have was due to misleadingly optimistic reports from the governors. Gruber showed that
the North ministry was considerably more sensible than other
historians have suggested. Indeed on southern strategy it can be
claimed that the king was even more knowledgeable. Poor information stultifies judgment, and the ministry received little
concise data. Moreover, the wisest of strategic decisions would
yield nothing if carried out as lethargically and as intermittently
as Clinton accepted direction.
Other essays concern Arthur Lee and John Laurens. Louis
Potts plumbs Lee psychologically and tries to assess him. His
verdict is less damning than the traditional one, but Lee remains
a man with no diplomatic flair chosen for a post of supreme
diplomatic importance. Richard J. Hargrove assembles what is
known of the short career of John Laurens, who died at the age
of twenty-seven. A reckless dropout, it seems almost incredible
that any historian could see Jeffersonian quality in him. But for
his famous father, the world would probably know nothing of
John Laurens.
Gallipoli, Dunkirk-the British handle military withdrawals
well. The way they pulled out of the South during the Revolution
was no exception. Eldon Jones gives the esoteric details in this
fine anthology’s last essay.
Auburn University

ROBIN F. A. FABEL

A Sacred Circle: The Dilemma of the Intellectual in the Old
South, 1840-1860. By Drew Gilpin Faust. (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1977. xii, 189 pp. Preface, introduction, epilogue, manuscript collections cited, notes, index.
$11.00.)
Having met Robert E. Lee’s son and a number of other young
Southerners at Harvard during the 1850s, Henry Adams described
the qualities of mind they displayed in singularly unflattering
terms. “Strictly, the Southerner had no mind; he had temperament,“ Adams wrote in his Education. “He was not a scholar;
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he had no intellectual training; he could not analyze an idea, and
he could not even conceive of admitting two.” This view of the
sterility of southern intellectual life was echoed in W. J. Cash’s
The Mind of the South, when Cash observed that the antebellum
Southerner “did not (typically speaking) think; he felt; and discharging his feelings immediately, he developed no need or desire
for intellectual culture in its own right.” Adams and Cash both
should have known better. Adams had the notable example of
John C. Calhoun, among others, before him, and Cash had the
advantage of a considerable body of scholarship on southern intellectuals like James Henry Hammond, William Gilmore Simms,
and Hugh Swinton Legaré available to him when he was composing his soon-to-be-famous study during the late 1930s. Drew
Gilpin Faust, in the thoughtful volume under review here, reminds us once again that the antebellum South was not an
intellectual wasteland and, in the process, provides us with one
of our more stimulating recent discussions of the life of the mind
in the Old South.
Ms. Faust deals with five intellectuals who were close friends
and frequent correspondents and who shared similar views on
their function and role in southern society. The five-Edmund
Ruffin, Nathaniel Beverly Tucker, George Frederick Holmes,
James Henry Hammond, and William Gilmore Simms-thought
of themselves as a “sacred circle” whose self-appointed task was
nothing less than the moral reformation of the South. Their goals
were lofty indeed: the purification of politics; improvement of
education; promotion of agricultural diversification and industrial development; and the elevation of southern life in general
to a higher intellectual and moral plane where men of true
genius (like themselves) would be recognized as prophets and
leaders. Their weapon was the written word, often delivered in
the form of Jeremiads against the shortcomings of their society,
and their vehicle was the literary review, usually short-lived
periodicals whose demise was precipitated by public indifference
and chronic financial difficulties. All the members of the “sacred
circle” felt that they were unjustly neglected by their fellow
Southerners, and all were more-or-less Hamlet types who brooded
over the probable fate of their region if their strictures went
unheeded. And, most significantly, all lent their considerable
talents to the defense of that most peculiar of southern institu-
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tions, Negro slavery. It is on this subject that Ms. Faust is most
eloquent, and it is here that she makes her most notable contribution to our comprehension of the antebellum southern mind.
Their concentration on the concept of stewardship, which they
put forward as a vital element in their justification of slavery,
placed them squarely in the evangelical tradition that spawned
so much reform activity in the North and in England during the
nineteenth century, she writes. Their defense of slavery represented “an effort by a self-conscious group of Southern thinkers
to revitalize their society, to provide a system of beliefs that would
impart meaning to the regional way of life and in so doing to
establish an essential role for thought in the South” (p. 131).
“The proslavery argument was thus in essence a charter for reform,” she concludes (p. 122).
A Sacred Circle has its faults, the most serious of which is a
tendency to repeat certain points over and over again. But the
virtues of this book far outweigh its deficiencies. In the opinion
of this reviewer, it deserves a place alongside works like William
R. Taylor’s Cavalier & Yankee (1961) and Clement Eaton’s The
Mind of the Old South (1967)-books which, like Ms. Faust’s,
challenge us to consider and help us to understand the thought of
the antebellum South.
Williams College

C HARLES B. D EW

“Journal of a Secesh Lady”: The Diary of Catherine Ann
Devereaux Edmonston, 1860-1866. Edited by Beth G. Crabtree and James W. Patton. (Raleigh: North Carolina Division
of Archives and History, 1979. xxxviii, 850 pp. Foreword, editorial procedure, introduction, notes, epilogue, appendix,
index. $28.00.)
A reviewer who claims to have read every word of this immense volume is probably lying; yet were the world less busy
than it is there is enough of interest to keep one going through
most of 700-odd pages of text and editorial material. The latter
is for the most part interesting, though one must be curious about
what the editors omitted (any discussion of the actual manuscript) and what they included (fifty pages of biographical ma-
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terial on Civil War military leaders.) An epilogue by a living
descendant of the author of the journal contains particularly
useful material about the postwar history of the family. The
illustrations are helpful in envisioning people and places.
Catherine Ann Devereaux, who lived in eastern North Carolina from her birth in 1823 to her death in 1875, was a member of
the home-grown aristocracy, descended from Irish-immigrant
Charleston merchants and eastern North Carolina planters, one
of whom had been a governor. Independent-minded and well
educated, she married Patrick Edmonston, also descended from
Charleston merchants, who was a planter on land provided by
her father. She was thirty-seven years old in 1860 when, like many
of her contemporaries, she sensed that history was likely soon to
be made in her vicinity and determined, not for the first time, to
keep a journal. Earlier ones had been discarded from “an absolute
dearth of events,” but now events came thick and fast. Perhaps
the distribution of space in the journal parallels the rise and fall
of southern confidence: 1862 is by far the best reported year, requiring twice as many pages as 1863, and four times as many as
1865. The last entry is dated January 4, 1866.
As is the case with most diaries, the writer tells more than she
plans to. In setting down the record of daily life she reveals a good
bit about the racial attitudes of her class, the psychological complexity of an extended family, the confusions of wartime, and her
own personality.
The war seen through the eyes of the wife of a planter-soldier
is somewhat different from the one we find in military histories.
With all the backing and filling, orders and counter-orders, and
failures of communication it is a wonder that anybody ever managed to mount a proper battle, or, for that matter, equip and
organize an army.
In so voluminous a record, historians of many kinds will find
food for thought. If it is men who provide most of the data for
political and military history, surely it is women in their diaries
and letters who provide the raw material for much social history.
The functioning of social institutions and the cultural values
which shape daily existence can be traced here in detail few
public documents would provide. For those specifically interested
in antebellum southern women, especially of the planter class, the
diary is a treasure trove.
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Catherine and Patrick Edmonston provide an intriguing example of the nearest that nineteenth-century couples usually came
to egalitarian marriage. Partly because she had no children, she
shared the supervision of the plantation, kept the accounts, and
regularly swore to keep the family out of debt. Conversely, he was
game for reading educational books aloud while she did household chores. She found his company the best in the world, and
before the war began to make life difficult, the Biblical phrase
“truly the lines are cast to us in pleasant places” came often from
her pen.
A detailed comparison between Catherine Edmonston and her
diary and Mary Chesnut and hers would be enlightening. The
two women were born the same year, grew up in the same classindeed they may have known each other. Both were intelligent,
childless, and aspired to literary expression. Both were descended
from state governors. Chesnut, who had lived in Washington
when her husband was senator, was far the more sophisticated of
the two; while Edmonston gives more evidence of looking at her
own motives with a skeptical eye. At any rate, when Vann Woodward publishes his edition of the Chesnut diary there will be fun
to be had.
For the rest, one can only say that in a 600-word review almost
everything is left out. Social historians, students of women, North
Carolinians make haste to the nearest bookstore or library. You
will find it worthwhile.
Duke University

A NN F IROR S COTT

Sherman’s March. By Richard Wheeler. (New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell, Publishers, 1979. 241 pp. Preface, maps, illustrations,
epilogue, appendix, bibliography, index. $11.95.)
Richard Wheeler’s Sherman’s March is a fine work of the type
that has enjoyed considerable success among those who like to
read about the American Civil War. It is the edited account of
an event strung together from the diaries, letters, and memoirs
of those who participated in it-“eyewitness history,” Wheeler
calls it. In this case, Wheeler has collected accounts of Major
General William Tecumseh Sherman’s 1864 campaign from
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Atlanta across Georgia to Savannah and then northward to
Raleigh, North Carolina. His work is thus a continuation of
A. A. Hoehling’s Last Train From Atlanta (1958) and Samuel
Carter’s The Siege of Atlanta, 1864 (1973).
The military movements that Wheeler describes constituted,
in reality, a march rather than a campaign because the Confederates were able to offer almost no opposition to the Yankee
advance. The destruction wrought by Sherman’s force crippled
the already weakened Confederacy, and the march demonstrated
that the southern government was helpless against the might of
the Union. Perhaps the psychological results of the march were
as important as its military effects. The morale of southern
soldiers in Tennessee and Virginia was weakened by the knowledge that their families, homes, and property were at the mercy
of the enemy.
Most of Wheeler’s material was taken from northern accounts, but he included a goodly representation of the writings
of Southerners-especially southern women-who lived in the
towns and on the plantations through which Sherman’s men
passed. Wheeler has done an admirable job of stringing these
accounts together and of explaining the larger picture of which
each account was a part. The maps are adequate for the purpose
for which the book is intended; the illustrations are cuts from
contemporary or immediate postwar sources. Like all works of its
genre, however, Sherman’s March is a book for reading; it is not
suitable for research. All of the accounts are excerpts from previously published material, and the researcher will have to go to
the original work.
The only caveat to Wheeler’s book is a warning that he, like
many Civil War historians, seems too willing to accept participant’s postwar writings as accurate accounts of their wartime
thoughts and feelings. This is especially dangerous with an event
such as Sherman’s march which became highly romanticized in
the stories of old Union veterans and was perhaps equally distorted by Southerners whose bitterness increased with defeat and
Reconstruction. An account of the march based solely on contemporary writings might not differ substantially from the work
Wheeler produced, but one would feel more comfortable with it.
Valdosta State College
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Abraham Lincoln and Reconstruction: The Louisiana Experiment. By Peyton McCrary. (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1978. xviii, 423 pp. Preface, abbreviations, prologue,
notes, tables, epilogue, appendices, bibliographic essay, index. $25.00.)
This is a first-rate study of a particularly important aspect of
Reconstruction largely ignored by previous historical scholarship,
which has tended to approach the struggle to reconstitute the
Union as if it were exclusively a postwar experience.
Lincoln’s concern to restore rebellious states to a proper relationship with the rest of the nation was actually given full room
to operate when Federal forces occupied New Orleans in May
1862, and quickly extended their control beyond Baton Rouge
and into the prairie parishes of the southwest. The formidable
Ben Butler, after suppressing overt hostility to his command,
managed in December 1862, to secure election of two “Louisiana”
members of the Federal House of Representatives and to address
the incredibly difficult problem of bringing ex-master and former
slave into some kind of working relationship which might guarantee production without doing egregious violence to the supposed constitutional and moral purposes of the Union cause. Had
he been left alone he might well have found a way to give Lincoln
what he so desperately wanted, a fully “restored” state resting on
a parlous but functioning consensus among its disparate groups.
As McCrary so well demonstrates in a wonderfully rich account
of these developments, the direction of affairs was drastically
altered with Butler’s yielding of command to Nathaniel P. Banks.
That ambitious politician decided that no political restoration of
Louisiana was possible without conciliation of the conservative
planter influence, and while he could not back the arrantly proslavery wing of the Unionist party, he could and did support a
supposed “moderate” faction against the more “radical” wing of
Loyalists led by Thomas J. Durant. Largely by misinforming the
President of the true state of affairs in Louisiana, Banks led
Lincoln to abandon Durant’s work for a new state constitution
which would have rejected the old planter control and promised
at least some hope of black suffrage. In its place he gave Lincoln
a “state government” vivified by the prewar constitution of 1852,
cleansed of its slavery sanctions, to be sure, but already a symbol
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of reactionary opposition to the “revolutionary” thrust of the
Civil War, as McCrary sees it. This so-called “moderate” government, held in place by Union army bayonets, proved to be callous
to the needs and rights of the freedman and outrageously corrupt
and grasping. Thus did “Mr. Lincoln’s model” emerge from the
Louisiana testing ground, recognized by friend and foe as the
construct upon which presidential reconstruction was to stand or
fall.
Rejection by Banks and Lincoln of the kind of “revolutionary” change required to sustain Union objectives doomed the
Louisiana experiment, McCrary argues, and largely stimulated
final congressional condemnation of presidential reconstruction
altogether. His further judgment that Lincoln, by 1865, was ready
to face this failure and move in the direction of more “radical”
policies is not buttressed by sufficient evidence to sweep the field,
but it is an argument deserving careful evaluation and exploration. To all of this McCrary brings a lucid and persuasive explication, resting on firm and judicious research and analysis. In the
sweep of its use of sources, in the detail of its narrative, and in the
balance of its critical judgments, his study is clearly one of the
major additions to Louisiana historiography in many years.
The one disappointment in this otherwise admirable work is
the chapter on the antebellum “Old Regime” of Louisiana, an
unfortunate addition to the author’s original dissertation manuscript. Some of its errors of fact are inconsequential-surely
McCrary knows that New Orleans is not the “oldest” city in the
South, while incorrect identification of Durant as attorney general
of Louisiana in the 1840s, misspellings such as “Northrup” for
“Northup” and “Logsden” for “Logsdon” are not critical. But
some miscalculations and representations do project a distorted
image of the society in a fashion injurious to a proper appreciation of the Reconstruction story. Most significantly, McCrary
sustains the old stereotype of an antebellum Louisiana of much
sharper class stratification and demographic separatism than
actually existed. The incidence of Louisiana slave-holdings incorporating twenty or more bondsmen in 1860, for example, was
not the “over 70 per cent” claimed by McCrary (p. 35), but the
very much lower eighteen per cent. Holdings of fifty slaves or
more totalled only seven per cent, not forty-nine.
In like vein, the chapter clings to surface linkages of political
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cause and effect (“Whig” equals sugar cane dependence, rural
Catholicism, etc.), which tend to obfuscate the underlying realities of what was probably the most complicated society in the
antebellum South. In addition, affirmations of absolute and particularized fact found here in such matters as religious denominational percentages in specific regions and voting patterns prior to
the Civil War require much more solid support than is available
from the “statistical inference” techniques cited to sustain them.
But it must be repeated that within the area of his primary
concern, the 1862-1865 period, McCrary has given us a superb
study, a solid contribution not simply to the Louisiana story but
to Reconstruction history as a whole.
University of New Orleans

J OSEPH G. T REGLE , J R .

The Knights Of Labor In The South. By Melton Alonza McLaurin. (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1978. xi,
232 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, notes, tables, bibliography, index, about the author. $16.95.)
Professor McLaurin’s book is a history of the Knights of Labor
in Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Mississippi, and Alabama. Industry in the South, the author
asserts, was exemplified by paternalism and the concepts of Social
Darwinism. The southern labor force was largely native. Southern
workers, much more than their northern counterparts, came from
rural backgrounds and were largely unschooled. Highly individualistic, they possessed a pre-industrial point of view. The
issue of race compounded labor organizing activities, as blacks
had the lowest paying, most menial jobs and were never accepted
on a basis of equality by whites.
Professor McLaurin perceptively shows that the Knights represented a continuation of the antebellum reform movement
tradition rather than an innovative response to the problems of
industrial America. Advocates of cooperation and education as
the workers’ salvation, the Knights were complex, naive, and
incongruous. Yet they dominated the country’s union movement
from the late 1870s to the late 1880s. Because the agrarian South
had no industrial proletariat, the leaders it furnished to the
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Knights were professional men, small businessmen, educators,
and non-laborers. According to McLaurin, the Knights “were
more a fraternal order of laborers than an industrial union or
federation of unions” (p. 42).
Because the Knights hoped to achieve reform through cooperation and education, their leadership actually opposed strikes and
boycotts. Even so, the rank and file membership engaged in
numerous strikes, most of them unsuccessful. The failure of their
strike efforts, McLaurin believes, contributed largely to the
Knights’ruin in the South.
Terence V. Powderly and the order’s national leadership
strongly disapproved of any collective political activity by the
Knights. Despite Powderly, the Knights in the 1880s fused with
blacks and Republicans to elect municipal reform administrations in Lynchburg and Richmond in Virginia and in Jacksonville, Florida. Yet the Knights had no natural political allies, and
the order never found a galvanizing political issue. At the
national level the Knights elected two congressmen (one from
North Carolina and one from Virginia). Although their political
activities cost them membership, the Knights made challenges
that were significant in themselves.
Most of the organization’s fanfare was directed toward education and cooperation, but their efforts amounted more to rhetoric
than performance. Some progress was made: a soap factory in
Richmond, Virginia, manufactured Knights of Labor soap, another at Raleigh, North Carolina, produced Knights of Labor
smoking tobacco, and a cooperative town was established near
Birmingham, Alabama. These efforts-like their strikes and political campaigns-proved impermanent and unsuccessful.
Although blacks joined the Knights, the order did not push
integration and failed to accomplish much. The southern Knights
were weakened by poor leadership, a lack of financial stability,
and incessant internal squabbling. The militant Farmers’Alliance
with its positive programs appealed to rural Southerners, and the
rise of that order meant the end of the Knights as an influential
force.
Professor McLaurin’s research in primary sources is impressive
and his interpretations are sound. The book’s major flaws are of
style and presentation. Redundancies appear, and participles
dangle. Split infinitives abound in record numbers, and many
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infelicities of language should have been caught by the author’s
editor. More careful attention to the writing would have improved the book. Still, Professor McLaurin has made a solid contribution to southern labor history.
Florida State University

W ILLIAM W ARREN R OGERS

The Political Economy of the Cotton South: Households, Markets, and Wealth in the Nineteenth Century. By Gavin Wright.
(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1978. xv, 205 pp.
Preface, introduction, notes, maps, tables, bibliography, index.
$10.95.)
This provocative study of the cotton economy in the South
upholds the traditional concept that the general cultural backwardness of the region is attributed to the institution of slavery:
slavery retarded technological advance in agriculture and industry, discouraged the growth of cities and immigration into the
South, was the basic cause for the Civil War, and the economic
stagnation which came with emancipation when tenancy and
sharecropping encouraged an over-production of cotton and loss
of self-sufficiency. But the author goes further than these generalizations to relate the economic decline of the South to world
market demands. During the antebellum period of prosperity,
the Industrial Revolution in textiles created an extended cotton
boom until 1860 and, after the Civil War, until 1879; American
cotton influenced world price, during these years. After Reconstruction, world market demands had moved beyond textiles, and
cotton lost its status in world affairs. Some Southerners blamed
the South’s loss in market share upon competition, but the author
blames the loss on southern land which could produce little else
than cotton commercially at a time when the industrial focus of
world capitalism no longer centered on cotton.
When the cotton boom ended, the South was transformed
from a region centered around labor scarcity into a labor-surplus
region. Though the 1870 census reported a decline in average
farm size, the concentration of land ownership remained basically
the same, an indication that antebellum ownership was not
broken up in favor of freedmen or white farmers; most of the new
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small farms reported were tenancies. Black tenancy came into
prominence in the postbellum era only after efforts were made to
implement a neo-plantation economy utilizing wage-paying labor.
The use of free labor for large-scale agriculture was unsatisfactory
for several reasons: blacks were unwilling to supply the amount of
labor which had been forced upon them in slavery; they tended
to organize their labor around the family while women left the
fields to tend their households; planter expectations for a profitable output of cotton in the late 1860s were not fulfilled, largely
because of labor problems encountered with emancipation and
wage and other operational costs which lowered profits considerably. Thus, sharecropping evolved as the solution for those operators who preferred to share their risks with their laborers. The
postbellum failure to utilize free labor for large-scale agriculture
(cotton) was directly related to slavery and antebellum plantation
economy.
Wealth distribution was a significant factor in determining
political history in the South, but large slaveholders were not
dominant in southern politics. The political economy centered
around the interests of large and small slaveholders who controlled about ninety per cent of the wealth. This class had common political interests and presented a united front against any
threat to their slave property. In the cotton states slave owners
represented about half of all families and, in all of the slave
states, more than one-fourth. Rising slave prices in the 1850s were
well above costs of replacement, causing owners to become more
sensitive to the economic and political future of slavery. Southern
political behavior did make economic sense when considered in
the light of property values in slaves.
The decade of the Civil War was associated with high mortality, also a decline in agricultural labor and in acreage under
cultivation; these conditions brought drastic changes in the southern economy. Freedmen could not obtain unused land and had to
engage in intensive farming on small plots; farmers had their land
but not their swine which had been destroyed during the war.
Both groups were dependent upon market supplies for subsistence
while endeavoring to produce more and more cotton. Under
slavery, the allocation of labor time between market and nonmarket activity was controlled, and self-sufficiency was maintained but, in the postbellum era, though American cotton con-
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tinued to dominate world production, there was no increase in
the price of cotton to compensate for the costs of less efficient
production under free labor.
The author is to be commended for presenting an economic
history of the South with such clarity and insight. The book is
well-written and readable; interpretations are reinforced with
tables, figures, and maps which verify, with formulas and graphs,
conclusions made by the author. The book should appeal to
historians and readers of scholarly works generally, as well as
economists.
Georgia Southern College

J ULIA F. S MITH

Black Violence: Political Impact of the 1960s Riots. By James W.
Button. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978. xii,
248 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, list of abbreviations, tables,
notes, selected bibliography, index. $16.00.)
Professor Button of the University of Florida has entered a
relatively new area in the study of collective domestic violence in
the United States, i.e., the political consequences of such violence.
The author is concerned with the policy responses of federal government officials and agencies, specifically the Office of Economic
Opportunity, Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Department of
Justice, and the Department of Defense. He relies heavily on
interviews with top and middle-level bureaucrats (he calls them
“elites” and “influentials”) in the government agencies, as well as
important state and local officials and community leaders. These
interviews are amply supplemented by newspapers, periodicals,
government reports, and secondary literature. A major weakness
in the use of sources is the paucity of black newspapers, periodicals, and other black perspective materials. Employing the latest
techniques in quantitative methods, the work retains readability
for scholars of any discipline. Commendably, the heaviest statistical jargon is relegated to the appendix in a section called
“Methodology”.
The author does not attempt to study political response to
each of the several hundred civil disturbances which occurred
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during the 1960s, but rather uses two “model” cities as the focus
for his analysis and conclusions. Rochester, New York, and Dayton, Ohio, were chosen because of the author’s personal and general knowledge of these places; their contrasting types and degrees of federal program responses; the fact that they typified the
region in which most of the riots occurred; and for comparative
purposes, the author found it useful to examine cities of comparable size and “environmental context” (p. 21).
The study found that federal agencies responded in varying
ways to the riots, depending upon whether the disturbances came
early (1963-1967) or later (1967-1970); the attitude of the President; philosophy of top-level administrators; and the structure
of the agency. Almost all of the agencies and officials responded
liberally to the earlier riots, with OEO being the most sympathetic. These riots were seen generally as the outbursts of a legitimately aggrieved people, and federal monies should be used to
help redress these grievances. Following the Detroit riot, however,
attitudes hardened, and even the formerly most liberal officials
and agencies took the position that “rioters should not be rewarded.” Significantly, the study shows, this hardening won the
endorsement of President Lyndon Johnson, while, in his first
years, President Nixon’s rhetoric against aid to urban blacks
outdistanced his curtailment of such aid. The most consistent
paranoia against such aid existed in the FBI and the Department
of Defense. These agencies, instead, emphasized the repression of
the riots and riot-prone individuals, even at the expense of civil
liberties.
In the end, one cannot argue with Button’s conclusions that
the riots served useful political purposes in the fact that they drew
attention to and aid for festering ghetto problems, but that they
failed to gain significant and systemic political reform. Such
radical reform was opposed by the white majority in this country,
and no American political leader dared to go beyond these wishes.
This work, then, becomes a useful tool for all of those who would
understand the pros and cons of the use of collective violence to
achieve radical social and economic reform in the United States.
Morehouse College
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South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 3. Edited by Samuel M.
Hines, George W. Hopkins, Amy M. McCandless, and Jack R.
Censer. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1979.
xiii, 399 pp. Introduction, notes, tables, contributors, index.
$15.00.)
This third volume of South Atlantic Urban Studies is similar
in form and content to its predecessors. However, it contains one
significant change-the addition of a symposium, organized and
edited by a “guest editor,” Jack R. Censer. It is fitting that Professor Censer be the first guest editor; it was he who was the
linchpin in the organization of the successful urban studies conferences at the College of Charleston which, in turn, provided the
material for the three volumes of Studies.
Without question, the symposium, “The Legacy of V. O.
Key’s Southern Politics,” was the highlight of the third conference held in March 1977. As good as the essays by Jack Bass,
Hugh D. Graham, William C. Harvard, and George B. Tindall
are, they fail to capture the lively interchange that occurred in
Charleston more than two years ago. All of the speakers acknowledged the place of Key in the history and analysis of southern
politics, but most indicated that his pioneer work was “dated.”
Professor Tindall warned his fellow panelists: “Forgive me,
gentlemen, for calling attention to the fact, but if V. O. Key is
dated, so are you, and more quickly than he. This, of course, is
always the hazard faced by those of us who try to deal with
recent history. Key, in his expectations of an emerging southern
liberalism, failed to see how great were the obstacles to labor
unionism, or how vulnerable low-income whites would be to
racial appeals. None of the more recent books, on the other hand,
foretold the speed with which the Democratic party would be
Carterized.” If today’s media analyses be reliable, then Tindall’s
last sentence is no longer valid. While given at the conference,
Gary Brooks and Walter C. Oppello’s “Socioeconomic Cleavages
and Mississippi’s New Political Era” was not part of the original
symposium. The editors very properly included it in this section
on Key as Brooks and Oppello conclude that Key’s model is no
longer valid in the Magnolia State.
The articles reflect the well-organized nature of the conference’s sessions. Citizen participation and civic elite composition
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and activity in urban decision-making are the foci of the first
three articles. Laura L. Morlock, Jack Censer, and Robert Crain
use data from eighty-eight northern cities in conjunction with
oral history techniques to describe six types of community elites.
One of their findings, that people active in community affairs
have realized for quite some time, is that businessmen and industrialists try to avoid controversy while bankers and professionals do not. In “Responsiveness to Citizen Preferences and
Societal Problems in American Communities,” Paul D. Shumaker
and Burdett Loomis examine public officials’issues-gun control,
air pollution, and open housing. James H. Svara in his article,
“Attitudes Toward City Government and Preference for District
Elections,” concluded that those individuals who most strongly
favor district elections are those who are most dissatisfied with the
performance and responsiveness of local government.
These present-day analyses are followed by four historical
articles. In “Planning and Pluralism in American Society,” Ray
Lubove explores the evolution of American community types
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. He concludes
with the question: “Can one value both planning and pluralism,
planning and a private economic sector, planning and localism,
planning and self-government?” Carole E. Hill, in “Ethnicity as a
Factor in Urban Social Change,” discusses the social changes
wrought in Atlanta by the in-migration of various ethnic groups
-most recently Latin Americans. In the Georgia capital, she concludes, that very slowly the political system has begun to react
positively to the problems raised by ethnicity. L. Wayne Jordan’s
“Police Power and Public Safety in Antebellum Charleston” is a
superb piece of local history. General lawlessness-not fear of
domestic insurrection-finally led Charleston to institute an uniformed police force in 1856. Christopher Silver’s “A New Look
at Old South Urbanization: The Irish Worker in Charleston,
South Carolina, 1840-1860” is another first-rate example of local
history. In examining the relatively sizable Irish migration to
Charleston in the twenty years before the Civil War, Silver concludes that the Irish experience there was not much different from
that of the Irish in other American cities and “that historians
have exaggerated the uniqueness of the urban Old South.”
The remaining three articles are empirical studies of contemporary urban problems. William H. Dutton and Kenneth L.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol58/iss4/1

98

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 58, Number 4
B OOK R EVIEWS

461

Kraemer in “Administrative Reform, Technology, and Intraorganizational Power: Computers and Management Control in
Local Government” conclude that computers and their output
are oriented to serving top management so that they can keep
better tabs on those beneath them. In “Variations in the Quality
of Life Among Fifteen Medium-Sized Southern Cities,” A. William Dakan and Janet Dakan construct a quality of life (QOL)
index from census data to examine southern cities. They rate
eleven of the fifteen to be merely adequate or substandard in their
QOL terms. Yet, they acknowledge that residents of southern
cities had a better perception of their cities’ QOL than did the
statisticians. David Greytrak and Edward M. Cupoli in “Land
Value and Commuter Income Tax Yield in Relation to the
Changing Economic Bases” focus on Washington, D.C. They
conclude that the District’s changing economic structure could
result in fiscal difficulties unless some form of commuter income
taxation be instituted.
Editors Samuel M. Hines, George W. Hopkins, and Amy M.
McCandless are to be commended for producing a solid contribution to the field of urban studies. This reviewer hopes that they
will revive their institution’s fine urban studies conference. There
were conferences in 1975, 1976, and 1977. None have been held
since. They are sorely missed.
University of South Carolina

W ALTER B. E DGAR

The Regional Imagination: The South and Recent American
History. By Dewey W. Grantham. (Nashville: Vanderbilt
University Press, 1979. xiv, 269 pp. Preface, acknowledgments,
notes, index. $11.95.)
In this book Professor Grantham has presented a series of
fourteen essays which reflect conclusions based upon his study of
southern history. All but three have been previously published.
As the subtitle indicates, the time frame is that of the post-Civil
War period. Although originally planned to stand alone, because
of the clearly defined thrust of the author’s research interests,
collectively, they mesh well and present a logically and generally
comprehensive corpus. It is Grantham’s thesis that the historian
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must “examine smaller geographical units and such social categories as class, ethnic group, and race if he is to make sense of a
society as large, diversified, and complex as that of the United
States.” The essays are thus his thoughts on “some of the more
important [southern] manifestations of regionalism in recent
American history.”
Among his obvious themes is the continuity of southern distinctiveness, despite the convergence in thinking and behavior by
Southerners and non-Southerners alike. Additionally, he has
documented the functions and modes of sectionalism in national
politics that have characterized the South and has placed racism
as a social and political force in perspective. The role of traditional beliefs, popular imagery, and mythology in shaping the way
in which many interpreters have conceptualized the region and
its significance in national history is likewise delineated.
The three new offerings include “Three Violent Scenes in
Southern Politics.” This recounts in short sketches the murders of
William Goebel of Kentucky, N. G. Gonzales of South Carolina,
and Edward Carmack of Tennessee. In line with the southern
tradition of violence, these episodes are also treated as manifestations of one of the legacies of the demagoguery prevalent at the
turn of the century. “The Little Rock School Crisis: Negro
Rights and the Struggle for an Integrated America” is one of the
best and most incisive short accounts of that traumatic confrontation now in print. “Jimmy Carter and the Americanization of
Southern Politics,” written shortly after that election, is an attempt to forecast its meaning for the region and the nation. In
his introduction, however, Grantham admits that changes would
be made if he were writing it today.
The rest of the essays have been readily available and are
generally familar. They vary in significance from the somewhat
amusing “Dinner at the White House,” which reports the furor
when President Theodore Roosevelt dined with Booker T. Washington, to the highly regarded “Southern Progressives and the
Racial Imperative,” “The South and the Politics of Sectionalism,” and “The South and the Reconstruction of Southern
Politics.” The article on Jimmy Carter should be read in sequence
with the last two named above. Although all of these, plus the
additional seven, were written over a span of twenty-two years,
each has some insights that are valid today. Reviewing previously
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published material is somewhat akin to looking at old photographs, and it will amuse his fellow historians to trace the evolution of the “state of the art” in southern history and Grantham’s
personal maturation. He is frank to admit in his introduction to
each selection-which also features modern works on each subject
-where changes would be necessary if he were doing the initial
writing today. For example, “The Southern Bourbons Revisited”
(1961) was at the time a call for fresh approaches; today, what
was then speculation has been accepted and therefore lost much
of its freshness.
For those not familiar with Grantham’s work, this volume
offers a gracious style, careful research, and lucid explanations.
The non-professional will find much to enjoy, and all readers will
profit by a better understanding of the forces that have made the
modern South. For his friends, it is an easy way to renew
acquaintances with old favorites and to marvel how well his work
has stood the test of time.
University of Oklahoma

J OHN S. E ZELL

America and the New Ethnicity. Edited by David R. Colburn and
George E. Pozzetta. (Port Washington, New York: Kennikat
Press, 1979. 243 pp. Preface, introduction, bibliographic essay,
notes, index. $15.00, paperback $9.95.)
America, in retrospect, seems so innocent and simple in the
halycon decade of the 1950s: suburbia blossomed like kudzu as
a newly-liberated middle-class sought Florida condos and
Detroit cars; Brooks Brothers suits and Wall Street culture defined the contours of American society; and as every school boy
knew, American history unfolded an epic saga of staunch and
austere Anglo-Saxons conquering and bridging a continent.
Horatio Alger rose and stood in good company.
The 1960s ushered a sweeping wave of revisionism into the
history books. Suddenly, academicians battled Great Society
bureaucrats to discover the downtrodden and oppressed; immigrants and blacks became obligatory topics in U. S. history
courses. But scholars have shown as little concensus over the
meaning of America’s newly-sketched past as their subjects had on
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the streets of Manhattan or the shtetls of the Pale. Readers interested in a concise survey of the most recent literature dealing
with these controversial topics will be eager to read America and
the New Ethnicity, a first-rate collection of essays edited by David
Colburn and George Pozzetta, both of the University of Florida.
This volume should find ready acceptance in college history
courses.
Colburn and Pozzetta have divided the volume into four
thematic sections which deal with an overview of ethnicity, the
reasons behind the phenomenon, the contours the movement has
taken, and finally, a critique of the new ethnicity. The essays
range from the militant rhetoric of Meir Kehane, to the emotional
sermonizing of Michael Novak, and the cerebral persuasions of
Nathan Glazer.
Essentially, America and the New Ethnicity, like any challenging book, raises more questions than it answers, among them:
How does one explain the dramatic revolt of the ethnics? How
serious is this so-called new ethnicity? Is it good for America and
Americans? Good for the embattled groups? Should ethnic women
pledge loyalty to the old neighborhood or the new NOW? And
lest we Americans feel particularly sensitive to the ongoing battle
of the ethnics, Senator Daniel Moynihan reminds us in a particularly enlightening essay that ethnicity is international in
character. Pope John Paul’s pilgrimage to Poland last year should
forcefully remind everyone of the shock-power of ethnicity. The
Pope’s message certainly shook up Russian bureaucrats, who for
a quarter-century had chided the citizenry, “Why be a Pole when
you can become a worker.”
University of South Florida

G ARY R. M ORMINO

North American Indians: An Introduction to the Chichimeca.
By George Pierre Castile. (New York: McGraw-Hill Book
Company, 1979. xiii, 314 pp. Preface, illustrations, maps,
notes and acknowledgments, index. $12.95.)
This is a concise introductory textbook designed for use in
courses on the North American Indian. Its compass is continentwide; its time-frame from the earliest Paleo-Indians to the pres-
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ent day. For the person looking for a short introduction to the
entire subject of the North American Indian this book will serve.
Since it does not detail cultural periods or sequences, or culture
areas and tribal groupings, it will be less useful for other purposes.
Approximately the first half of the book is concerned with the
development of Indian cultures prior to discovery, while the
second portion of the book deals with the impact of European
civilization on the American Indian. In contrast to most other
general books on the subject, nearly fifty pages are devoted to
government-Indian relations in the present century.
The less than 300 pages of text cannot provide detailed information on any particular area or time, and it may be that it is
the immensity of the author’s canvas that leads to the feeling that
Florida and the Southeast are under-represented. The Timucua
are mentioned only in the caption of an illustration, one of the
LeMoyne drawings. The Seminole are mentioned twice. The
Spanish history of Florida is covered by an item in a chronological outline which reads “1565 Spanish at St. Augustine,” and by
the statement that “an early French settlement in Florida was
wiped out by the Spanish, who feared for their convoys through
the Florida straits.”
In his introduction the author justifies his use of the term
Chichimeca, an Aztec word meaning “barbarians of the North,”
in place of the inaccurate designation “Indian.” His argument
would seem less of a gimmick if the body of the book were not
peppered with dozens of “cutesy” subtitles (examples: The Boys
in the Band, Tacos to Go, People in Grass Houses). It took the
present reviewer some time to learn to ignore the titles and discover that the text itself is generally readable and reliable. The
illustrations are well chosen.
St. Augustine, Florida

J OHN W. G R I F F I N

Southeastern Indians since the Removal Era. Edited by Walter L.
Williams. (Athens: The Univesrity of Georgia Press, 1979.
xvi, 253 pp. Foreword, preface, illustrations, maps, bibliographic essay, list of contributors, index. $18.50; $6.00 paper.)
The Indians in the eastern states of the United States have
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long been ignored by scholars, who have concentrated their attention on the western tribes. Only in recent years, partly no doubt
because of the rise in Indian consciousness throughout the nation,
have the eastern Indians come into the light. This volume is part
of the new interest; it deals with Indian groups existing today in
the southeastern states, from Virginia to Louisiana.
The first section of the book comprises essays on native groups
that avoided removal; Indian remnants remaining amidst the
white citizenry. Most of these, like the Pamunkey and Mattaponi
of Virginia (Helen C. Rountree), the Tunica and Houma of
Louisiana (Ernest C. Down, Max E. Stanton), and the Catawba
of South Carolina (Charles M. Hudson) are very small groups
today. The North Carolina Lumbees (W. McKee Evans), on the
other hand, number in the tens of thousands and make North
Carolina fifth among all the states in Indian population. These
Indian enclaves have had difficulty in preserving their native
culture and have struggled to maintain their Indian identity
against both whites and blacks.
The second section of the book deals with remnants of the
Five Civilized Tribes that stayed behind when the tribes were
removed from the Southeast in the 1830s. Four such groups are
studied here: the Alabama Creek community (J. Anthony
Paredes), the Choctaws of Mississippi (John H. Peterson, Jr.),
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in North Carolina
(Sharlotte Neely), and the Seminole Indians of Florida (Harry A.
Kersey, Jr.). As parts of larger well-recognized groups, these have
a surer identity, and some of them have reservations and federal
recognition as tribes. Yet they too suffered long to win respect
for their rights within the states.
The essays on the individual Indian communities are brief
and straight-forward, written for the most part by anthropologists
who have done recent field work among the Indians they describe.
The essays present summaries of the history of the tribes, descriptions of their present social, economic, and political conditions,
and a look at their future prospects. Nearly all of them end on an
optimistic note, because new respect for Indian culture has arisen
in recent years, educational opportunities have increased, and the
southeastern Indians feel themselves a part of broader Indian
groups in the country.
The editor, Walter L. Williams, sets the stage for the essays
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with an introductory note on the history of the tribes before removal. At the end of the volume he adds a conclusion, in which
he draws together themes from the separate essays. He emphasizes
the need that existed to insist on recognition as Indians, in order
to fight the tendency to lump all non-whites in the South into a
“colored” category, and he points to the importance of formal
recognition of the groups by either the states or the federal government. He notes also the diversity among these Indians. Those
that have been in close contact with whites for the longest time
are the most acculturated to white ways, while those that have
been isolated in the interior are the least so. It was the groups at
these two extremes that escaped removal. But ultimately, Williams says, the reason why some groups were forced out and others
allowed to remain was the extent and quality of their land holdings and the usefulness of them to covetous whites.
This is a valuable collection. The essays introduce us to obscure individual groups of Indians, but the overall effect is to
make known a sizable and too-long-ignored body of native
Americans. A detailed bibliographical essay by Williams and
Thomas French is an additional benefit.
Marquette University

F RANCIS P AUL P RUCHA

Slavery and the Evolution of Cherokee Society, 1540-1866. By
Theda Perdue. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press,
1979. xiv, 207 pp. Acknowledgments, prologue, maps, epilogue,
notes, bibliographic essay, bibliography, index. $12.50.)
Histories of the Cherokee have until recently given only
passing attention to Cherokee slavery, frequently with reference
to its supposed lenity. Red over Black: Black Slavery among the
Cherokee Indians (Greenwood, 1977), by Rudi Halliburton,
however, asserting that Cherokee slavery did not materially differ
from the institution among southern whites, emphasizes its impact on the slave. This volume by Theda Perdue, which makes
extensive, and for the most part effective use of a wide variety of
sources, considers slavery’s effect on Cherokee society in general.
Dr. Perdue’s thesis is that the extreme factionalism which
twice threw the Cherokee Nation into utter chaos was essentially
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the result of African slavery, introduced near the end of the
eighteenth century when a Cherokee upper class, financially
successful through the trade in deerskins and Indian and Negro
captives (pp. 1923, 37-38, 55), began to use “African bondsmen”
(p. 50). Slavery “helped create two distinct classes within Cherokee society” (pp. 68-69)-a “faction of highly acculturated,
wealthy slaveholders” (p. 66) and a majority of non-slaveholding
traditionalists. However, although by the second quarter of the
nineteenth century less than eight per cent of Cherokee family
heads were slaveholders, and only seventeen per cent of the population had white ancestors, of the 207 slaveholding families,
seventy-eight per cent, including the largest slaveowners, had
some white blood. This combination suggests that the basic
distinction between the Cherokee elite and the majority was
white ancestry and the general cultural equipment which went
with it, also including relatively high literacy in English and an
interest in large-scale agriculture and business enterprise (pp.
56-60).
Dr. Perdue follows tradition in declaring that the “Cherokee
probably treated their slaves much better on the average than did
their white counterparts.” She ascribes Halliburton’s contrary
view to his use of strict Cherokee laws without considering
whether or not they were enforced (pp. 98-100, 181). She distinguishes between slavery among the progressive Cherokee, who
regarded slaves as an economic necessity, and among the handful
of conservative full-blood slaveholders who regarded them rather
as mere conveniences.
Extreme factionalism first arose out of the despicable program
for Cherokee removal, which the conservative National faction,
led by the wealthy mixed-blood John Ross, desperately opposed.
Whereas a small faction of more sophisticated slaveholders entered into the illegal Treaty of New Echota, December 29, 1835,
which enabled them to migrate under conditions of relative
comfort. The Nationalists, however, holding out to the last, lost
an estimated one-third of their number on the 1838-1839 “Trail
of Tears” and avenged their sufferings by executing three Treaty
Party leaders. Chaos followed, with retaliatory murders avenged
by other murders (pp. 67-68). Not until 1846 did a semblance of
order emerge (p. 87).
Even more disastrous was the cleavage instigated by the War

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol58/iss4/1

106

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 58, Number 4
BOOK REVIEWS

469

of the Secession. Principal chief John Ross, supported by “all the
full-bloods and a part of the half-breeds,” strove for neutrality,
but Stand Watie, of the old Treaty Party, organized a Confederate
battalion of pro-slavery half-breeds, with the aim of wresting control from the Nationalists. Civil war within the tribe ensued.
Watie assumed, the head chieftaincy but received little support,
and in February 1863, a Cherokee national council revoked the
treaty with the Confederacy into which the tribe had been forced
and declared slavery abolished (pp. 129-38).
After the war, the Confederate Cherokee attempted, with
President Andrew Johnson’s support, to establish a Southern
Cherokee Nation, but the ubiquitous Ross succeeded in defeating
this plan. A tenuously united Cherokee Nation-in which the
freedmen enjoyed citizenship and a share in the tribal lands, although still suffering from discrimination-survived for another
generation. But division continues between the traditionalist
majority and the highly acculturated Cherokee-one of them the
chairman of the board of Phillips Petroleum!-who control the
tribal council (pp. 141-45).
University of Oregon

KE N N E T H WIGGINS PORTER

Pottery of the Fort Walton Period. By Yulee W. Lazarus and
Carolyn B. Hawkins. (Fort Walton Beach: Temple Mound
Museum, 1976. 83 pp. Introduction, illustrations, references.
$3.00.)
The Buck Burial Mound. By Yulee W. Lazarus. (Fort Walton
Beach: Temple Mound Museum, 1979. 47 pp. Acknowledgments, illustrations, references. $4.75.)
These two publications of the Temple Mound Museum reflect
that organization’s commitment to provide both the general
public and the scientific community with information concerning
the aboriginal populations of the Florida Panhandle. Yulee
Lazarus, her associates, and the city of Fort Walton Beach are to
be commended on their program of exhibits and publications.
The monograph, Pottery of the Fort Walton Period, focuses on
ceramic vessels recovered from five archeological sites in Walton
and Okaloosa counties. Archeologists have recently moved back
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the date for the emergence of the Fort Walton culture in northwestern Florida to A.D. 1100, two and one-half centuries older
than the date generally accepted at the time of the publication of
the volume.
A large number of ceramic vessels decorated with curvilinear
designs or incised stylized animal motifs, often with head and tail
adornos, are illustrated by the authors in line drawings and
photographs. All of the vessels shown are curated at the Temple
Mound Museum. Background information on the five archeological sites, as well as a brief section on aboriginal pottery-making,
are also included. The Fort Walton culture represents the climax
of aboriginal societies in Florida. Contact with Europeans in the
sixteenth century brought an end to the Fort Walton way of life.
The Buck Burial Mound report is a valuable contribution to
our understanding of the mortuary practices of the northwest
Florida Weeden Island culture, a culture that chronologically (ca.
A.D. 400-1100) preceded Fort Walton. Located in downtown Fort
Walton Beach, the Buck Mound has received the attention of
archeologists for almost a century. Mrs. Lazarus’s report summarizes these investigations with a number of drawings and maps
and places the mound in the context of other known data regarding the Weeden Island culture.
Perhaps the single most extraordinary ceramic vessel in the
eastern United States was recovered from the Buck Mound. This
polychrome funerary urn has been restored and is on display in
the Temple Mound Museum. The color photographs of the urn
on the cover of the report, and the picture shown on the cover of
the Pottery monograph portraying a youthful-looking Charles H.
Fairbanks excavating in Fort Walton Beach in 1960, make both
these publications a must for everyone interested in Florida’s
aboriginal history.
J ERALD T. M ILANICH

Florida State Museum

BOOK NOTES
The fall/winter issue of Tampa Bay History includes articles
on the bungalow as the predominant style of architecture in the
Bay area, by James M. Ricci; the Tamiami Trail, by Doris Davis;
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and the Greeks of Tarpon Springs, by William N. Pantzes. The
notes and short articles include: “Pasco Pioneers: Catholic Settlements in San Antonio, St. Leo and Vicinity,” by William Dayton;
“The Seven McMullen Brothers of Pinellas County,” by Robert
C. Harris; “A Frenchman in Florida,” by Edmond Johanet;
“Those Murderous Monks of Pasco County,” written by Abbott
Charles of St. Leo’s Abbey in November 1916; and “All About
Fair Arcadia,” which first appeared in the Tampa Morning
Tribune, July 21, 1897. Tampa Bay History also includes book
reviews and a collection of pictures. The journal is published
semiannually by the Department of History, College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida.
Subscription rate is $10 for one year; $18 for two years. The managing editor is Steven F. Lawson, Department of History, University of South Florida; associate editors are John J. Bertalan,
Robert P. Ingalls, and Gary R. Mormino; editorial assistant,
David L. Lawrence; and the administrative coordinator is Peggy
Cornett.
Tequesta is published annually by the Historical Association
of Southern Florida of Miami. Its editor is Dr. Charlton W.
Tebeau, former president of the Florida Historical Society, and
associate editors are Dr. Thelma P. Peters, former president of
the Florida Historical Society, and Arva Moore Parks, former
member of the Society’s board of directors. The 1979 issue of
Tequesta (XXXIX), includes eight articles: “Railway Location
in the Florida Everglades,” by William J. Krome with an introduction by Jean C. Taylor; “The Kissimmee Valley: An Appreciation,” by Ruby Jane Hancock; “A Letter by Dr. Henry
Perrine;” “Bootleggers, Prohibitionists and Police: The Temperance Movement in Miami, 1896-1920,” by Paul S. George;
“The Dania Indian School, 1927-1936,” by Harry A. Kersey, Jr.,
and Mark S. Goldman; “The West Palm Beach that I Remember,” by Gordon L. Williams; and “Biscayne Sketches at the Far
South,” by James Buck, with an introduction by Arva Moore
Parks. Tequesta publishes articles by professional and nonprofessional historians relating to South Florida. Communications
relative to the journal should be addressed to the corresponding
secretary of the Historical Association, 3290 South Miami Avenue,
Miami, Florida 33129.
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Research for Portraits: Wooden Houses of Key West was made
possible by a grant from the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, United States Department of the Interior. It was
published by the Historic Key West Preservation Board. It could
well serve as a prototype for other Florida communities to advertise their architectural and historical treasures. Fortunately,
many (not all certainly) of Key West’s old houses and buildings
were saved from the wrecker’s ball, and instead of parking lots
and fast food emporiums, they are being used as private homes and
as commercial properties. The photographs in Portraits document
the architectural significance of Key West, a city with a grand
assortment of Victorian wooden frame structures. The text for
Portraits is by Sharon Wells who also served as project director
and cooperated in the design of the book. The layout is by Susie
Latham, and the photographs are by Lawson Little. Order
Portraits from Historic Key West Preservation Board, 500 Whitehead Street, Key West, Florida 33040. The price is $8.00.
Mamaw’s Memoirs was written by Mattie Lou Cherbonneaux,
a longtime St. Petersburg resident, about her family for her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Her great-grandmother
Martha Robinson, her grandmother Rebecca Robinson Bibb, her
mother Elba Bibb, and other family members settled first in
Floral City, Citrus County, in 1884. Mrs. Cherbonneaux’s father,
Burrell Fort Boswell, had purchased land in the area for $10 an
acre and developed a citrus grove. When temperatures plummeted
to fourteen degrees on February 13, 1898, he was wiped out. The
family then moved to St. Petersburg. The history of schools,
churches, social life, and an assortment of family memories are
included in Mrs. Cherbonneaux’s book. It is a rare opportunity
to walk down memory lane with a Florida pioneer. The book
sells for $10.00, and it may be ordered from Mrs. Frank O. Lee,
Jr., 1147 Asturia Way South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33705.
Florida is a collection of colored photographs of many of the
well-known tourist attractions in the state. Included are pictures
of Disney World, Miami Beach, St. Augustine, Sea World, Cypress
Gardens, Circus World, Parrot Jungle, and the Everglades National Park. The book was designed and produced by Ted Smart
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and David Gibbon. The text is by Bill Harris. Published by Mayflower Books, Inc., New York City.
The Gillis Family in the South is a genealogical study by
Clayton Gillis Metcalf, a graduate of the University of Florida,
and presently living in Enterprise, Alabama. Early members of the
Gillis family arrived in the eighteenth-century in North Carolina
from Scotland. A group then moved south to Florida, settling in
the area around the Euchee Valley in the Panhandle near Pensacola. John Gillis designed and supervised the building of the
Euchee Valley Presbyterian Church. Most of the Gillis’s farmed,
and they were also involved in the religious and political life of
the area. Mr. Metcalf has compiled genealogical records, letters,
and pictures. His study will prove valuable not only to the members of the family but to historians working in immigrant and
the general history of Florida. The book is available from Metcalf
Enterprises, 408 North Rawls Street, Enterprise, Alabama 36330;
the price is $15.00.
The Villars, 1800-1900, by Dicy Villar Bowman, is the history
of a family that has lived in Pensacola, Florida, since the early
nineteenth century. Martin Billard (Villar) married Elizabeth
Foster in 1810, and took up residence in West Florida. Mrs.
Bowman used census, church, cemetery, and courthouse records
in Florida and Alabama to gather the data for her study. Included also is the court record of the case against Glennon
Thomas and John Jackson that developed out of the murder of
Martin Villar in a Pensacola bar in 1882. The book’s index adds
to its usefulness. Order from Mrs. Bowman at 2885 Blackshear
Avenue, Pensacola, Florida 32503; it sells for $8.00.
The Tri-County Electric Cooperative, commissioned Edwin B.
Browning, Sr., Madison County historian, to write the history of
this cooperative which serves Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, and
part of Dixie counties. Organized in 1940, the company has
played a vital role in the economic growth of that area of Florida,
particularly agricultural development. Progress for the Countryside is available from the Cooperative’s office in Madison, Florida.
It sells for $3.00.
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Offshoots: The H. F. Lee Family Book is the account of the
background and accomplishments of a black family-the father,
born in 1882, mother, and fourteen children, nine of whom are
living. Genealogical studies usually focus on white families and
on individuals who have made a mark in history or are recognized as celebrities. The H. F. Lee family as described in this book
is “just one large, ordinary black family.” Their roots are traced
to Caswell County, North Carolina, but because of the scarcity of
records, particularly before and immediately after the Civil War,
there are many gaps in their history. The births of the Reverend
Henry Franklin Lee (Papa) and Sara Bell Lownes Lee (Mama)
were first recorded in the family Bible; other data came from
census records and a variety of documentary sources. Much of the
information was accumulated by recording the memories of older
relatives. They talked freely about their lives and experiences,
people they knew and lived and worked with, and their own
reactions to the many happy, sad, and sometimes tragic events
that occurred over the years. They also recalled and reflected on
events in the community around them and how these things
affected their day-to-day lives. The volume, 657 pages long, includes numerous pictures and an index. Members of the Lee
family live throughout the United States, some in Daytona Beach.
The authors of this volume are Lillian L. Humphrey, a retired
public school teacher from Daytona Beach, and Dr. Winona L.
Fletcher of Kentucky State University. Order Offshoots from Mrs.
Humphrey, 1653 Lawrence Circle Drive, Daytona Beach, Florida
32017; the price is $20.00.
After several years in preparation, Louisiana State University
Press has published its comprehensive Encyclopedia of Southern
History, with David C. Roller and Robert W. Twyman as editors,
Avery O. Craven and Dewey W. Grantham, Jr., as general consultants, and Paul V. Crawford as consulting cartographer. There
are hundreds of articles dealing with all aspects of southern history from the colonial period to the present. Included are biographical sketches and short articles on universities and colleges;
military engagements; political and historical events; rivers, lakes,
and canals; churches; and a variety of other social, economic, and
political institutions. There are long articles on each southern
state. The one dealing with Florida was written by Dr. Herbert
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J. Doherty, Jr., of the University of Florida. Other Florida articles
describe the state’s public and private universities, the Florida
Historical Society, the Florida Times-Union and other newspapers, and Florida personalities like Napoleon B. Broward,
William P. DuVal, William D. Bloxham, Mary McLeod Bethune,
LeRoy Collins, and Sidney J. Catts. Even in a work this size, not
everything could be included. Missing are articles on John
Milton, Florida’s Civil War governor, the Florida Land Boom of
the 1920s (although it is mentioned in Doherty’s Florida article,
p. 452), and Governor Askew. It would be difficult to find a
southern historian of any reputation who did not contribute at
least one article to the Encyclopedia. Thirty-five lined maps,
many tables, and an index are included in this oversized volume
which sells for $75.00.
Profile of the Negro in American Dentistry, edited by Foster
Kidd, examines an area of American black history that is not
well known. The ratio of black dentists to the black population
is very small, and in some areas there are only one or two to
40,000 people. Black pioneers in American dentistry, black dental
students and schools, black women in dentistry, black dentists in
the military, and blacks in the American Dental Association are
the topics discussed. There are several references to Florida. There
were forty-five black dentists practicing in the state in 1930; sixtytwo in 1970. Dr. Edward Cosby of Gainesville was the black
dental examiner for Florida in 1976. The University of Florida
Dental School is not included among the public institutions
listed, although there are no racial restrictions and black students
are enrolled. An early black dentist was D. Watson Onley, who,
before entering professional school in 1885, was an architect and
builder in Jacksonville. He operated a steam saw and planeing
mill, using, for the most part, black labor. When his lumber mill
burned, Onley became supervisor of the programs of architectural and mechanical drawing and manual training for the State
Manual and Industrial College in Jacksonville. Dissatisfied with
these activities, Onley decided to become a dentist. Completing
his studies at Howard University, he opened a practice in Washington. Howard University Press, Washington, D.C., published
this volume, which sells for $9.95.
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A Comparative View of French Louisiana, 1699 and 1762 are
the translated, edited, and annotated journals of Pierre Le
Moyne d’Iberville and Jean-Jacques-Blaise d’Abbadie. This edition was prepared by Carl A. Brasseaux and is in the University
of Southwestern Louisiana History Series. It is published by the
Center for Louisiana Studies, University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette, Louisiana 70501.
Governors of Tennessee, Volume I, 1790-1835, was edited by
Charles W. Crawford of Memphis State University. It is one of
the studies in the five-volume Tennessee Series that deal with
various aspects of that state’s colorful history. Dr. Crawford has
written an introduction, and the book includes essays on William
Blount, John Sevier, Archibald Roane, Willie Blount, Joseph
McMinn, William Carroll, Sam Houston, and William Hall. Published by Memphis State University Press, Memphis, Tennessee,
the book sells for $11.95.
The material in Newspaper Indexes: A Location and Subject
Guide for Researchers, Volume II, was gathered by Anita Cheek
Milner for her master’s thesis at San Diego State University. Information was solicited from libraries, newspapers, historical and
genealogical societies, and selected individuals. About thirty per
cent of the 995 queries were returned. In Florida, indexes are
available for papers in Alachua, Dade, Duval, Escambia, Hillsborough, Okaloosa, St. Johns, and Walton counties. Florida
repositories and newspaper archives are also listed on pages 105-07.
The years of the newspapers which have been indexed and the
Library of Congress symbol for each repository is provided, along
with data on special subjects indexed. There is also information
on the accessibility of newspapers through inter-library loan.
Newspaper Indexes is published by Scarecrow Press, Metuchen,
New Jersey, and it sells for $10.00. Volume I, also compiled by
Anita Cheek Milner, was published by Scarecrow Press in 1977.
Destinies is a novel by Peter Bart and Denne Bart Petitclerc.
It tells the story of the wealthy and powerful Cartas family both
before and after Castro’s takeover in Cuba. Miami is the scene for
much of the book; members of the family sought refuge there,
and Gustavo Cartas became the leader of the liberal Cuban fac-
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tion in Dade county. Published by Simon and Schuster, New York,
Destinies sells for $13.95.
On The Making Of Americans is a collection of essays honoring Professor David Riesman. Several were written by his students, others by colleagues. All of the essayists have been closely
associated with Riesman and admire the contributions that he
has made to American thought. Each author selected his own
topic, consequently there is an inevitable lack of cohesiveness.
The book is divided into two sections: the relationship between
the individual and society, and specific American institutions and
subcultures. The editors, Herbert J. Gans, Nathan Glazer, Joseph
R. Gusfield, and Christopher Jencks, have included a bibliography of Riesman’s publications. The volume was published by
the University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, and it sells for
$25.00.

Published by STARS, 1979

115

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 58 [1979], No. 4, Art. 1

HISTORY NEWS
The Annual Meeting
A workshop on Thursday, May 1, 1980, arranged by the
Florida Historical Confederation, will precede the convening
of the seventy-eighth meeting of the Florida Historical Society.
The workshop director will be Margaret Anne Lane, Curator of
Education for the Museum of Florida History of Tallahassee, an
agency of the Division of Archives, History and Records Management, Florida Department of State. The speakers, members of
the Museum of Florida History staff, include Mark Driscoll, Andy
Brian, Kermit N. Brown, Ed Jones, and John LoCastro. There
will be discussions on museum methods and techniques appropriate to historical society and agency museums and for interpretative exhibits.
Dr. Thomas Graham, Flagler College, and Dr. Glenn Westfall,
Hillsborough Community College, are program chairmen for the
Florida Historical Society meeting. Both the Florida Historical
Confederation and the Florida Historical Society will hold their
sessions at the Howard Johnson’s Convention Center at I-4 and
Lee Road in Orlando. Hosts for the meetings are the Orange
County Historical Society, Henry S. Sanford Museum-Library,
Apopka Historical Society, University of Central Florida, Rollins
College, Valencia Community College, and Seminole Community
College. The Society’s board of directors will hold its business
meeting on Thursday evening.
Registration begins at the Convention Center on Friday at
8:00 a.m., May 2. Dr. Jerrell Shofner, president of the Society,
will open the meeting and will present Judge Donald A. Cheney,
who will welcome the participants. The theme for the first
morning session will be “Florida Tourism.” Papers will be delivered by Hampton Dunn of Tampa and Dr. Paul S. George of
Atlanta Junior College. William M. Goza will serve as chairman
for this program, and Madeline Carr of the Florida Department
of Tourism will be the commentator. The afternoon session,
“Red and Black Floridians,” will include papers by Dr. Jack D. L.
Holmes of Birmingham, Dr. Lucius Ellsworth and Dr. Jane
[478]
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Dysart of the University of West Florida, and Dr. Harry A.
Kersey of Florida Atlantic University. The commentator for this
session is Dr. George Pozzetta of the University of Florida; Miss
Dena Snodgrass of Jacksonville will serve as chairwoman. The
panel discussion on Saturday morning will deal with “Historic
Preservation in Florida.” Milton Jones of Clearwater is chairman,
and the panelists are Dr. William Adams of the Historic St.
Augustine Preservation Board, Joan Jennewein of the Florida
Trust for Historic Preservation, and Dr. Lee Warner of the
Florida Department of State. Arva Moore Parks will be the
moderator for this session. At the business meeting following the
noon luncheon, new officers will be elected, and there will be
reports from all appropriate committees.
The annual literary awards of the Florida Historical Society
will be presented at the banquet on Saturday evening. Linda
Ellsworth, on behalf of the American Association for State and
Local History, will recognize August Burghard of Fort Lauderdale with a Certificate of Commendation for his outstanding
contributions to the research and writing of Florida and Broward
County history. The City of Gainesville will also be recognized
with a Certificate of Commendation for its efforts to preserve and
restore the Thomas Hotel and to convert it into the Thomas
Cultural Center. Dr. John Mahon will present the Arthur W.
Thompson Prize in Florida History, Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr.,
the Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award, and Dr. Charlton
W. Tebeau, the Charlton W. Tebeau Junior Book Award. Dr.
Wayne Flynt, Department of History, Auburn University, will be
the banquet speaker. The title of his talk is “A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Publisher.”
On Friday evening, officers and members of the Orange County
Historical Society will welcome members and guests of the Florida
Historical Society at a reception at the Orange County Museum.
On Saturday afternoon, Jean Yothers will present a talk/slide
show, “The Way We Were,” which relates the history of Orlando
and Orange County. A boat tour of the Winter Park lakes is
planned, and walking tours of the Park Avenue in Winter Park
have been arranged. There will also be an exhibit of Florida
books by the University Presses of Florida. All programs are open
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to the public. Dr. Paul Wehr, University of Central Florida, and
Jean Yothers of the Orange County Historical Museum are in
charge of local arrangements.
National Register of Historic Places
The Division of Archives, History and Records Management,
Florida Department of State, reports the following Florida sites
added to the National Register of Historic Places during the year
1979: First Baptist Church, Madison (Madison County); Crooked
River Lighthouse in the Carrabelle vicinity (Franklin County);
Markland, and Grace United Methodist Church (St. Johns
County); Egmont Key (Hillsborough County); Josslyn Island Site
in the Pineland vicinity, and the Charlotte Harbor and Northern
Railway Depot (Lee County); Platt Island, the Turner River
Site, the C. J. Ostl Site, the Sugar Pot Site, and the Hinson
Mounds in the Miles City vicinity (Collier County); Yon Mound
and Village Site in the vicinity of Bristol (Liberty County); the
Henry J. Klutho House, the John S. Sammis House, and the
Morocco Temple (Duval County); Haulover Canal (Brevard
County); Old City Waterworks, the Mr. and Mrs. George Lewis,
II, House, the Johnson-Caldwell House, the Calhoun Street Historic District, and the Park Avenue Historic District (Leon
County); Hialeah Park Racetrack, the Miami Beach Architectural District, Freedom Tower, and Miami City HospitalBuilding Number One (Dade County); Boynton Woman’s Club
(Palm Beach County); the Sidney J. Catts House (Walton County);
Southward School, the J. O. Douglas House, the Donald Roebling
Estate, and the Belleview-Biltmore Hotel (Pinellas County); the
Hillsboro Inlet Light Station at Pompano Beach (Broward
County); Coca-Cola Bottling Plant, and Mount Zion A.M.E.
Church (Marion County); Louisville and Nashville Passenger
Station and Express Building, St. Joseph’s Church complex, and
the Thiesen Building (Escambia County); the Turbull-Ritter
House in the vicinity of Lamont, and the Palmer-Perkins House
(Jefferson County); Overseas Highway and Railway Bridges
(Monroe County); Little Salt Springs (Sarasota County); Kimball
Island Midden Archaeological Site (Lake County); the Dr.
P. Phillips House (Orange County); and the Old United States
Post Office (Alachua County). The following buildings on the
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University of Florida campus were also added to the Register in
1979; the Women’s Gymnasium, Peabody Hall, Flint Hall, Library East, Bryant Hall, Floyd Hall, Anderson Hall, and Newell
Hall.
Announcements and Activities
The Lock Haven Art Center, Orlando, in cooperation with
the Smithsonian Institution, held a seminar on February 20-22,
1980, for museum personnel from ten southeastern states. The
title was “Fundamentals of Museum Management.” Other seminars scheduled are “Museum Membership Programs,” April 2-4,
Kentucky Museum, Bowling Green; “Public Information and
Publications,” April 8-9, New Orleans Museum of Art; “The
Words You Exhibit,” April 15-17, Tennessee State Museum,
Nashville; “Soliciting and Administering Grants,” April 22-24,
Fernbank Science Center, Atlanta, Georgia; “Museum Registration Methods,” April 28-30, Gibbes Art Gallery, Charleston, South
Carolina; and “Reaching A New Audience, Museum Programs
For Disabled Visitors,” May 12-13, North Carolina Museum of
Art, Raleigh.
“Reaching and Touching,” a film produced with a grant from
the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Resources,
has been viewed in nearly 2,000,000 homes throughout the nation
during the past two and one-half years according to a recent state
of Florida survey. Using a documentary format to present an overview of cultural life in Florida, it features the Ringling Museum
of Art, the Osolo Theater, and a variety of orchestras and visual
and expansion arts in Florida. To obtain a print of the film,
write to the Division of Tourism Film Library, Collins Building,
Tallahassee, Florida 32301.
The summer/fall 1979 issue of New River News, published
by the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, included an article on
the “Troubled Green Industry: Commercial Agriculture in
Broward County” by Daniel T. Hobby, assistant director of the
Society. On November 2, 1979, the Society assumed formal control
of the Stranahan property in Fort Lauderdale. Research is proceeding to provide data for the restoration of the house which
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has already been added to the National Register of Historic
Places. William J. Burke, a trustee of the Society, is chairman of
the Stranahan House Committee. Herschel F. Shepard of Jacksonville is directing the restoration. The Society is also supporting
the research of Dr. Harry Kersey, Florida Atlantic University,
who is writing a book on Frank and Ivy Stranahan. Their home,
built in 1901, has continued to play an important role in Fort
Lauderdale.
The summer issue (1979) of the Genealogical Society of
Okaloosa County’s Journal contains records of marriages, cemeteries, and family histories relating to Santa Rose, Okaloosa, and
Walton counties. For information, write to the Society, Box 1175,
Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32549. The Florida Genealogical
Society’s recently published Journal also contains a listing of marriages performed in Tampa as they were entered in the journal
kept by Thomas A. Carruth. The Florida Genealogical Society’s
address is Box 18624, Tampa, Florida 33679.
The Georgia Association of Historians and the American Historical Association are co-sponsoring a regional teaching conference, May 2-3, 1980, in Marietta, Georgia. “Frontiers in History
Education” will include workshops, demonstrations, and formal
sessions on the teaching of history to special studies students;
history and pre-professionals; hands-on approaches in high schools
and colleges; recent events in history; and the city historian and
historical society as educational resources. Participants in the
twelve sessions will represent every level of instruction and will
come from six different states. For further information, contact
Mark K. Bauman, Social Science Division, Atlanta Junior College, Atlanta, Georgia 30310.
The Southern Labor Studies Association will hold its 1980
Southern Labor Conference on April 24-26, 1980, at the HyattRegency Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia. There will be sessions on
Phillip Taft and the Alabama Labor Movement, workers in the
rural South, women workers in the South, methodologies for the
historians, study of southern working women, and international
perspectives on southern labor. Trade unionists and scholars will
jointly relate their experiences and views. For information write
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Dr. Les Hough, Southern Labor Archives, Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.
Obituary
With the death of Gloria Jahoda in Tallahassee, January 14,
1980, Florida lost one of its most creative and colorful writers.
Mrs. Jahoda was a frequent contributor to the Florida Historical
Quarterly. Her review of Time of the Turtle appeared in the
January 1980 number of the journal. A native of Chicago, Mrs.
Jahoda received her degrees from Northwestern University and
taught anthropology at that institution. She moved to Tallahassee
in 1963 when her husband, Dr. Gerald Jahoda, who survives her,
was appointed to the faculty of Florida State University. She was
the author of two novels, Annie and Deliliah’s Mountain, and
poetry, but Mrs. Jahoda is best known for she several books
that she wrote on Florida: The Other Florida, The Road to
Samarkind: Frederick Delius and His Music, River of the Golden
Ibis, The Trail of Tears, and Florida, A Bicentennial History.
The Society of Midland Authors named her River of the Golden
Ibis as the Best History Book in 1973. Gloria Jahoda also was the
author of many articles on Florida which appeared in national
and regional journals.
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MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING
Florida Historical Society
President Jerrell Shofner called the meeting of the board of
directors of the Florida Historical Society to order at 10:00 a.m.,
Saturday, December 1, 1979, at the Florida Historical Society
Library, University of South Florida, Tampa. Present were Jay B.
Dobkin, Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., Linda V. Ellsworth, Lucius F.
Ellsworth, Paul S. George, Thomas Graham, E. A. Hammond,
Wright Langley, Christian LaRoche, John Mahon, Janet Snyder
Matthews, Thomas Mickler, Vernon Peeples, Olive Peterson,
O. E. Peterson, Samuel Proctor, Paul Wehr, and Linda Williams.
Margaret Burgess of the Society staff, Thomas Greenhaw, editor
of the Society’s Newsletter, and Paul Camp were also present.
Nancy Dobson, Hayes L. Kennedy, and Thelma Peters were
absent.
The board unanimously approved the minutes of the May 3,
1979 board meeting in West Palm Beach, as they were published
in the Florida Historical Quarterly, LVIII (October 1979), 513-16.
Jay Dobkin, executive secretary, presented the semi-annual
operational report for the Society, covering the period April 1,
1979, through October 31, 1979. The report did not include payment for printing the October 1979 issue of the Quarterly since
the bank account was not sufficient to cover the bill. It shows
current assets of $63,293.36; fixed assets, $126.00; and net worth,
$63,419.36. Income from memberships for the period was
$8,063.50, a decline from the previously reported period for 19781979. The total contributions were $1,180, including the gift of
$1,000 from the Wentworth Foundation, Inc. Disbursements
amounted to $14,126.35. Major expenses were printing and mailing the Florida Historical Quarterly, printing and mailing the
Newsletter, and the annual convention. According to Mr. Dobkin,
the present rate of renewals and new memberships indicates that
probably there will be a cash shortage also to pay for publication
of the January issue. The Society realized a net income of only
$882.33 for the period reported. Lucius Ellsworth made a motion, seconded by Thomas Mickler, that the president be authorized to appoint a committee to recommend the conversion of
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Society funds to higher income-producing accounts. The board
approved this unanimously. President Shofner set up a committee
composed of Hayes L. Kennedy, Clearwater; Milton Jones, Clearwater; and Jay B. Dobkin, executive secretary of the Society. The
committee was also asked to make a recommendation on the
disposition of six shares of Mid-South Utilities stock that were a
gift to the Society. Dr Shofner also appointed a committee to examine the long-range financial structure of the Society, including
membership, donations, and endowments, etc. Members include
Lucius F. Ellsworth, Pensacola; Randy Nimnicht, Miami; Vernon
Peeples, Punta Gorda; Milton Jones, Clearwater; and Hayes L.
Kennedy, Clearwater.
Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly,
reported that E. O. Painter Printing Co. had notified him of a
cost increase for publishing the journal. Dr. Proctor stated that
there has been a recent decline in the number of articles being
submitted for consideration, and that many of those sent in are of
poor quality-inadequately researched and carelessly written.
This is not a situation peculiar to the Florida Historical Quartely;
it is being experienced by state historical journals throughout the
country. Dr. Proctor reported that the January issue will be
printed and mailed on schedule. Cost for the Florida History
Newsletter, according to the editor, Dr. Thomas Greenhaw, are
increasing. During the past year a $350 contribution was received
from the Barnett Bank-Winter Park, but other funds are needed.
The Florida Historical Confederation owes the Society for
issues of the Newsletter and for a revenue loss from the oral
history workshop held in Largo in August 1979. The Confederation currently has a membership of approximately sixty organizations. Plans for a February 1980 workshop in Gainesville have
been cancelled, but there will be a workshop in May 1980 in
Winter Park in conjunction with the annual meeting of the
Society. The program for this workshop has not been finalized.
Dr. Proctor made a motion, seconded by Herbert J. Doherty, Jr.,
that the vice-president of the Florida Historical Society serve as
the liaison to the Florida Historical Confederation and help
supervise its activities and that the president of the Confederation
serve as an ex-officio member of the board of directors of the
Florida Historical Society and be invited to attend board meetings. The motion was carried.
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The board discussed the progress of the project to inventory
artifacts, art and art objects, memorabilia, and other items belonging to the Society. Mr. Dobkin was instructed to circulate to
the board and all former officers a list of items that Marcia Kanner
and Linda Ellsworth developed from past issues of the Florida
Historical Quarterly. A follow-up report was requested for the
May 1980 board meeting indicating what items had been located
and their location and what items were still not identified.
Wright Langley displayed the drawings and plans developed
by Milo Smith & Associates for an exhibit unit prototype for the
Society. Dr. Proctor made a motion, seconded by Janet Snyder
Matthews, that one unit be assembled to be displayed at the
annual meeting in Winter Park and that a travel schedule be
compiled. Jay Dobkin, Wright Langley, and James MacBeth were
appointed to serve on a committee to assemble the exhibit. The
board approved the motion. Mrs. Matthews suggested that the
unit could work as an effective tool for membership recruitment.
Mr. Langley will report on the logo and the voluntary researcher
program at the May 1980 meeting.
Dr. Lucius Ellsworth recommended that the Society attempt
to kindle enthusiasm for local and state history in middle and
high school students through establishment of a junior historian
program. He recommended appointment of a committee to investigate the feasibility of establishing a junior historian program
in Florida, or alternate ways for stimulating the interest of young
people. Dr. Ellsworth’s motion, seconded by Mrs. LaRoche, was
approved by the board.
President Shofner reported that Dr. J. Leitch Wright had
resigned as chairman of the membership committee and that Dr.
Paul George would replace him. Current membership totals about
1,625, of which approximately 1,100 are individual members and
the remainder institutional members. Dr. Ellsworth suggested
that each board member be sent a printout of all members in his
district to aid in recruitment activities. Mrs. Ellsworth commented
that the American Association for State and Local History was
receiving positive response to letters asking why individuals were
not renewing their membership and that this was a technique that
might be used by the Society in determining needs of the membership.
A report from the nominating committee was given by co-
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chair Janet Snyder Matthews. Other committee members are
Marcia Kanner, Miami, co-chair; Dena Snodgrass, Jacksonville;
Helen Ellerbe, Gainesville; and Milton Jones, Clearwater. Mrs.
Matthews reminded the board members that in May 1980,
vacancies on the board of directors will occur in Districts 1, 2, 4,
and At-Large. The offices of president, vice-president, presidentelect, and recording secretary will also be filled. At that time, she
urged board members to make recommendations to the committee.
Dr. Shofner reported that the Society had been invited to Fort
Lauderdale for their annual meeting in 1982. Mrs. LaRoche made
a motion, seconded by O. C. Peterson, to accept this invitation.
The motion passed unanimously. Future meeting sites are Winter
Park in 1980, and Clearwater-St. Petersburg in 1981.
Several items were noted from recent correspondence. Mrs.
Linehan of West Palm Beach requested that a local history
session be added to each annual meeting program. The president
noted that this has always been a part of each annual meeting,
but that future program committee members will be encouraged
to continue this practice. Mrs. Barber felt that book display
facilities at the 1979 annual meeting were not adequate. This
matter will be brought to the attention of local arrangement
committee members for consideration in future meeting plans.
On the question of auditing the Society’s financial records,
Mr. Mickler made the motion, seconded by Dr. Mahon, that an
audit be postponed until there is a change in personnel. The
motion passed.
Dr. Wehr, representing the local arrangements committee, and
Dr. Thomas Graham, co-chairman of the program committee,
reported on plans for the 1980 annual meeting in Winter Park.
Headquarters will be in the Langford Hotel. Dr. Graham stated
that program topics will cover tourism, preservation, and minority groups.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
LINDA V. E LLSWORTH
Recording Secretary
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INDEX TO VOLUME LVIII
July 1979-April 1980
Abraham Lincoln and Reconstruction: The Louisiana Experiment, by McCrary, reviewed, 451
Adams, Lark E. and Rosa S. Lumpkin, eds., South Carolina
Journals of the House of Representatives, 1785-1786, reviewed,
366
Adams, Michael C. C., Our Masters the Rebels: A Speculation on
Union Military Failure in the East, 1861-1865, reviewed, 347
After Secession: Jefferson Davis and the Failure of Confederate
Nationalism, by Escott, reviewed, 103
Akin, Edward N., “The Sly Foxes: Henry Flagler, George Miles,
and Florida’s Public Domain,” 22
Alexander, Edward T., Museums in Motion: An Introduction to
the History and Functions of Museums, reviewed, 233
Alligators and Crocodiles, by Zim, rev. ed., reviewed, 119
Amelia Gayle Gorgas: A Biography, by Johnston and Libscomb,
reviewed, 107
[489]
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America and the New Ethnicity, ed. by Colburn and Pozzetta, reviewed, 463
American Association for State and Local History, 367, 479
Amphibians & Reptiles, ed. by McDiarmid, reviewed, 364
Aptheker, Herbert, book review by, 346
Arnade, Charles W., book review by, 85
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize, 241, 245, 479; awarded to
Jerrell H. Shofner, 121
Ashdown, Paul G., “WTVJ’s Miami Crime War: A Television
Crusade,” 427
Athearn, Robert G., In Search of Canaan: Black Migration to
Kansas, 1879-80, reviewed, 353
Awakening of St. Augustine: The Anderson Family and the Oldest City, 1821-1924, by Graham, reviewed, 83

Barron, Ida, and Howard S. England, Fort Zachary Taylor, reviewed, 115
Bart, Peter, and Denne Bart Petitclerc, Destinies, reviewed, 476
Beerman, Eric, “ ‘Yo Solo’ Not ‘Solo’: Juan Antonio Riaño,” 174
Belz, Herman, Emmancipation and Equal Rights: Politics and
Constitutionalism in the Civil War Era, reviewed, 214
Berg, A. Scott, Max Perkins, Editor of Genius, reviewed, 221
Berkhofer, Robert F., Jr., The White Man’s Indian: Images of
the American Indian from Columbus to the Present, reviewed,
360
Berry, Mary F., book review by, 105
Bigelow, Gordon E., book review by, 221
Billinger, Robert D., Jr., “With the Wehrmacht in Florida: The
German POW Facility at Camp Blanding, 1942-1946,” 160
Birds, ed. by Kale, reviewed, 364
Black Violence: Political Impact of the 1960s Riots, by Button,
reviewed, 457
Blassingame, Wyatt, Wonders of Crows, reviewed, 119; book review by, 201
Bloodworth, Bertha E., and Alton C. Morris, Places in the Sun:
The History and Romance of Florida Place Names, reviewed,
332
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Blues from the Delta, by Farris, new ed., reviewed, 120
Bowman, Dicy Villar, The Villars, 1800-1900, reviewed, 473
Brasseaux, Carl A., ed., A Comparative View of French Louisiana,
1699 and 1762, reviewed, 476
British West Florida, 1763-1783, by Johnson, reprint ed., reviewed,
115
Broussard, James H., The Southern Federalists, 1800-1816, reviewed, 206
Broward County Historical Commission, 371
Browning, Edwin B., Sr., Progress for the Countryside, reviewed,
473
Buck Burial Mound, by Lazarus, reviewed, 469
Buker, George E., and Richard Apley Martin, “Governor Tonyn's
Brown-Water Navy: East Florida During the American Revolution, 1775-1778,” 58
Bullen, Ripley P., 125
Burghard, August, History of Lauderdale Yacht Club, 1938-1978,
reviewed, 231; 367
Burghard, August, and Victor Nurmi, The Fabulous Finn, the
Autobiography of Victor Nurmi, reviewed, 116
Burke, Emily, Pleasure and Pain: Reminiscences of Georgia in
the 1840’s, reviewed, 345
Burns, Augustus M., III, book review by, 356
Button, James W., Black Violence: Political Impact of the 1960s
Riots, reviewed, 457

Calhoon, Robert M., book review by, 343
Calkin, Homer L., Women in American Foreign Affairs, reviewed,
230
Cardinales de dos independencias (Noreste de Mexico-Sureste de
los Estados Unidos), reviewed, 199
Carbon, Natalie Savage, Time for the White Egret, reviewed, 119
Carpenter, Allan, Florida: The New Enchantment of America,
revised ed., reviewed, 119
Castile, George Pierre, North American Indians: An Introduction
to the Chichimeca, reviewed, 464
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Catholics of Marion County, by Quinn, reviewed, 114
Censer, Jack R., Samuel Hines, George W. Hopkins, and Amy M.
McCandless, eds., South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 3,
reviewed, 459
Chapman, Margaret L., book review by, 332
“Charlotte Harbor Division of the Florida Southern Railroad,”
by Vernon E. Peeples, 291
Charlton Tebeau Junior Book Award, 241, 246, 479; awarded to
George E. Gifford, Jr., 122
Cherbonneaux, Mattie Lou, Mamaw’s Memoirs, 472
Cherokees, A Critical Bibliography, by Fogelson, reviewed, 232
“Civil War Career of Colonel George Washington Scott,” by
Marion B. Lucas, 129
Clifton, James M., ed., Life and Labor on Argyle Island: Letters
and Documents of a Savannah River Rice Plantation, 18331867, reviewed, 102
Cobb, Buell, E., Jr., The Sacred Harp: A Tradition and Its
Music, reviewed, 111
Coker, William S., “John Forbes & Company and the War of 1812
in the Spanish Borderlands,” 370; ed., John Forbes’ Description of the Spanish Florida, 1804, reviewed, 230
Colbourn, Trevor, book review by, 340
Colburn, David R., book review by, 358
Colburn, David R., and George E. Pozzetta, eds., America and
the New Ethnicity, reviewed, 463
Coleman, Kenneth, book review by, 442
Comparative View of French Louisiana, 1699 and 1762, by
Brasseaux, reviewed, 476
Confederate Memorial Literary Society, 372
Conot, Robert, A Streak of Luck: The Life and Legend of Thomas
Alva Edison, reviewed, 223
Cooper, William J., Jr., The South and the Politics of Slavery,
1828-1856, reviewed, 98
Corley, Robert G., book review by, 225
Covington, James W., “Trail Indians of Florida,” 37
Crabtree, Beth G., and James W. Patton, eds., “Journal of a
Secesh Lady”: The Diary of Catherine Ann Devereaux Edmonston, 1860-1866, reviewed, 477
Crawford, Charles W., ed., Governors of Tennessee, Volume I,
1790-1835, reviewed, 476
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Crouch, Milton, and Hans Raum, comp., Directory of State and
Local History Periodicals, reviewed, 118
“Cyclone Hits Miami: Carrie Nation’s Visit to ‘The Wicked
City’,” by Paul S. George, 150

D. B. McKay Award, 367
Davis, Enoch Douglas, On the Bethel Trail, reviewed, 229
Davis, Richard Beale, Intellectual Life in the Colonial South,
1585-1763, reviewed, 340
Destinies, by Bart and Petitclerc, reviewed, 476
Dew, Charles B., book review by, 445
Directory of State and Local History Periodicals, comp. by
Crouch and Raum, reviewed, 118
Documentations of Collections, comp. by Reese, reviewed, 365
Doherty, Herbert J., Jr., “Jacksonville as a Nineteenth-Century
Railroad Center,” 373; book review by, 208
Dolly the Dolphin, by Malone, reviewed, 119
du Pont Family, by Gates, reviewed, 220

Eaton, Clement, book review by, 103
Edgar, Walter B., book review by, 459
Eighteenth-Century Florida: The Impact of the American Revolution, ed. by Proctor, reviewed, 87
Emmancipation and Equal Rights: Politics and Constitutionalism
in the Civil War Era, by Belz, reviewed, 214
Enchanted Country: Northern Writers in the South, 1865-1910,
by Rowe, reviewed, 216
Encyclopedia of Southern History, ed. by Roller and Twyman,
reviewed, 474
England, Howard S., and Ida Barron, Fort Zachary Taylor, reviewed, 115
Escott, Paul D., After Secession: Jefferson Davis and the Failure
of Confederate Nationalism, reviewed, 103
Eugene B. Debbs Papers, 371
Everglades, The Story Behind the Scenery, by de Golia, reviewed,
363
Ezell, John S., book review by, 461
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Fabel, Robin F. A., book review by, 443
Fabulous Finn, the Autobiography of Victor Nurmi, by Nurmi
and Burghard, reviewed, 116
Farris, William, Blues from the Delta, new ed., reviewed, 120
Faust, Drew Gilpin, A Sacred Circle: The Dilemma of the Intellectual in the Old South, 1840-1860, reviewed, 445
Favretti, Joy Putman, and Rudy J. Favretti, Landscapes and
Gardens for Historic Buildings, reviewed, 118
Favretti, Rudy J., and Joy Putman Favretti, Landscapes and
Gardens for Historic Buildings, reviewed, 118
Fichter, George S., Florida in Pictures, reviewed, 229
Fishes, ed. by Gilbert, reviewed, 364
Fite, Gilbert C., book review by, 345
Fletcher, Winona L., and Lillian L. Humphrey, Offshoots: The
H. F. Lee Family Book, reviewed, 474
Florida, by Harris, reviewed, 472
Florida Anthropological Society, 126
Florida by Paddle and Pack, by Toner and Toner, reviewed, 117
Florida: Chapters From The Past and Present, by Wheeler and
Yatter, reviewed, 363
Florida Department of State, Division of Archives, History, and
Records Management, 480; Division of Cultural Resources,
481
Florida Handbook, 1979-1980, comp. by Morris, reviewed, 228
Florida Historical Society:
Annual Meeting, 121, 237, 478, 479
Gifts to the Society, 246
Historical Confederation, 252, 478
Minutes of the Board Meeting, 239
Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting, 243
Minutes of the Directors’ Meeting, 484
New Members, 247
Treasurer’s Report, 250
Florida Historical Society Library, 123
Florida History in Periodicals, 1978, 78
Florida History Newsletter, 241, 484
Florida Manuscript Acquisitions and Accessions, 438
Florida History Research in Progress, 320
Florida in Pictures, by Fichter, reviewed, 229
Florida State Genealogical Society, 370
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Florida State Museum, 369, 370
Florida Statistical Abstract 78, ed. by Thompson, reviewed, 117
Florida: The New Enchantment of America, by Carpenter, revised ed., 119
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation, 126
Florida Wars, by Peters, reviewed, 89
Flynt, Wayne, book review by, 354
Fogelson, Raymond D., The Cherokees, A Critical Bibliography,
reviewed, 232
Foreign Enterprise in Florida, The Impact of Non-U.S. Direct
Investment, by Wilkins, reviewed, 231
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, 126
Fort Zachary Taylor, by England and Barron, reviewed, 115
Freedmen and the Ideology of Free Labor: Louisiana, 1862-1865,
by Messner, reviewed, 105
Funding Sources and Technical Assistance for Museums and Historical Agencies, comp. by Hartman, reviewed, 233

Gannon, Michael V., book review by, 83
Gans, Herbert J., Nathan Glazer, Joseph R. Gusfield, and Christopher Jencks, eds., On the Making of Americans, reviewed,
477
Garrow, David J., Protest at Selma. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, reviewed, 358
Gates, John D., The du Pont Family, reviewed, 220
Gawalt, Gerard W., book review by, 90
Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County, Summer (1979) Journal,
482
Gentlemen Theologians: American Theology in Southern Culture, 1795-1860, by Holifield, reviewed, 204
George, Paul S., “A Cyclone Hits Miami: Carrie Nation’s Visit to
‘The Wicked City’,” 150
Ghost Towns & Side Roads of Florida, by Warnke, reviewed, 116
Gifford, George E., Jr., winner of the Charlton W. Tebeau
Award, 122
Gilbert, Carter R., ed., Fishes, reviewed, 364
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Gillis Family in the South, by Metcalf, reviewed, 473
Gillis, Harold W., “No Dimes,” A Tribute to Old Mooney, reviewed, 364
Gilmore, Al-Tony, ed., Revisiting Blassingame’s The Slave Community: The Scholars Respond, reviewed, 210
Glazer, Nathan, Herbert J. Gans, Joseph R. Gusfield, and Christopher Jencks, eds., On the Making of Americans, reviewed,
477
Going, Allen J., book review by, 211
Golia, Jack de, Everglades, The Story Behind The Scenery, reviewed, 363
“Governor Tonyn’s Brown-Water Navy: East Florida During the
American Revolution, 1775-1778,” by George E. Buker and
Richard Apley Martin, 58
Governors of Tennessee, Volume I, 1790-1835, ed. by Crawford,
reviewed, 476
Graham, Thomas, The Awakening of St. Augustine: The Anderson Family and the Oldest City, 1821-1924, reviewed, 83
Grantham, Dewey W., The Regional Imagination: The South
and Recent American History, reviewed, 461
Graves, James F., Delos L. Sharpton, and Lewis C. Lampley, Three
Churches: One Spirit, reviewed, 362
Griffin, John W., book review by, 464
Guide to the Manuscripts and Special Collections of the John C.
Pace Library, University of West Florida, comp. by Servies,
reviewed, 364
Gulf Specimen Company, Catalogue Number Five, reviewed, 118
Gusfield, Joseph R., Herbert J. Gans, Nathan Glazer, and Christopher Jencks, On the Making of Americans, reviewed, 477

Hall, Jacquelyn Dowd, Revolt Against Chivalry: Jessie Daniel
Ames and the Women’s Campaign Against Lynching, reviewed, 350
Hall, Robert L., “Tallahassee’s Black Churches, 1865-1885,” 185
Hamilton, Holman, book review by, 98
Harris, Bill, Florida, reviewed, 472
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Hartje, Robert, book review by, 347
Hartman, Hedy A., Funding Sources and Technical Assistance for
Museums and Historical Agencies, reviewed, 233
Have We Overcome? Race Relations Since Brown, ed. by
Namorato, reviewed, 233
Hawkins, Carolyn B., and Yulee W. Lazarus, Pottery of the Fort
Walton Period, reviewed, 469
“ ‘He Has Carried His Life in His Hands’: The ‘Sarasota Assassination Society’ of 1884,” by Janet Snyder Matthews, 1
Hemenway, Robert, winner of the Rembert W. Patrick Book
Award, 122
Hemphill, Paul, Long Gone, reviewed, 365
Hertzberg, Steven, Strangers Within the Gate City: The Jews of
Atlanta, 1845-1915, reviewed, 108
Higgins, W. Robert, ed., The Revolutionary War in the South:
Power, Conflict, and Leadership. Essays in Honor of John
Richard Alden, reviewed, 443
Hill, Samuel S., Jr., book review by, 204
Hines, Samuel M., George W. Hopkins, Amy M. McCandless,
Jack R. Censer, eds., South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 3,
reviewed, 459
Hirschfeld, Burt, Key West, reviewed, 231
Historical Association of Southern Florida, Historical Museum,
235, 236
Historical, Mysterious, Picturesque New River, comp. by Smith,
reviewed, 365
Historical Society of Okaloosa and Walton Counties, 126
History of Lauderdale Yacht Club, 1938-1978, by Burghard, reviewed, 231
Hoffman, Paul E., ”A New Voyage of North American Discovery:
Pedro de Salazar’s Visit to the ‘Island of Giants’,” 415
Holifield, E. Brooks, The Gentlemen Theologians: American
Theology in Southern Culture, 1795-1860, reviewed, 204
Holmes, Jack D. L., “Juan de la Villebeuvre and Spanish Indian
Policy in West Florida, 1784-1797,” 387
Hopkins, George W., Samuel W. Hines, Amy M. McCandless,
and Jack R. Censer, eds., South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 3, reviewed, 459
Hornsby, Alton, Jr., book review by, 457
Hudson, Charles, book review by, 360
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Hudson, L. Frank, and Gordon R. Prescott, Lost Treasure of
Florida’s Gulf Coast, reviewed, 116
Humphrey, Lillian L., and Winona L. Fletcher, Offshoots: The
H. F. Lee Family Book, reviewed, 474
Hundley, Daniel R., Social Relations in Our Southern States, reviewed, 366

In Search of Canaan: Black Migration to Kansas, 1879-80, by
Athearn, reviewed, 353
Intellectual Life in the Colonial South, 1585-1763, by Davis, reviewed, 340
“Jacksonville as a Nineteenth-Century Railroad Center,” by
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., 373
Jacksonville Historical Society, 123, 368
Jahoda, Gloria, book reviews by, 216, 338; obituary, 483
Jencks, Christopher, Herbert J. Gans, Nathan Glazer, and Joseph
R. Gusfield, On the Making of Americans, reviewed, 477
“John Forbes & Company and the War of 1812 in the Spanish
Borderlands,” by Coker, 370
John Forbes’ Description of the Spanish Florida, 1804, ed. by
Coker, reviewed, 230
John of the Mountains, The Unpublished Journals of John
Muir, reprinted, ed. by Linnic Marsh Wolfe, reviewed, 231
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, 370
John Ross, Cherokee Chief, by Moulton, reviewed, 92
Johnson, Cecil, British West Florida, 1763-1783, reprint ed., reviewed, 115
Johnston, Mary Tabb, and Elizabeth Johnston Libscomb, Amelia
Gayle Gorgas: A Biography, reviewed, 107
Jones, Billy M., ed., Heroes of Tennessee, reviewed, 234
Jones, Lewis P., South Carolina: A Synoptic History for Laymen,
rev. ed., reviewed, 119
”Journal of a Secesh Lady”: The Diary of Catherine Ann
Devereaux Edmonston, 1860-1866, ed. by Crabtree and Patton,
reviewed, 447
“Juan de la Villebeuvre and Spanish Indian Policy in West Florida, 1784-1797,” by Jack D. L. Holmes, 387
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Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., A Biography, by Kennedy, reviewed,
225

Kale, Hebert W., II, ed., Birds, reviewed, 364
Kammen, Michael, A Season of Youth: The American Revolution,
reviewed, 202
Kennedy, Robert F., Jr., Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., A Biography, reviewed, 225
Kerber, Stephen, “Park Trammell and the Florida Democratic
Senatorial Primary of 1916,” 225
Kersey, Harry A., book review by, 336
Keuchel, Edward F., book review by, 220
Key West, by Hirschfeld, reviewed, 231
Key West, The Last Resort, by Sherril and Aiello, reviewed, 228
Kidd, Foster, ed., Profile of the Negro in American Dentistry, reviewed, 475
Kieffer, Chester L., Maligned General: A Biography of Thomas
S. Jesup, reviewed, 333
Knights of Labor in the South, by McLaurin, reviewed, 453
Kraft, Stephanie, No Castles on Main Street, reviewed, 363
Kraska, Daniel J., book review by, 214

Lampley, Lewis C., Delos L. Sharpton, and James Graves, Three
Churches: One Spirit, reviewed, 362
Landscapes and Gardens for Historic Buildings, by Favretti and
Favretti, reviewed, 118
Lane, James N., Mammals, reviewed, 364
Laumer, Frank, book review by, 333
Lazarus, Yulee W., The Buck Burial Mound, reviewed, 469
Lazarus, Yulee W., and Carolyn B. Hawkins, Pottery of the Fort
Walton Period, reviewed, 469
Let Them be Judged: The Judicial Integration of the Deep
South, by Read and McGough, reviewed, 356
Letters of Deleghtes to Congress, 1774-1789, Volume 3: January 1May 15, 1776; ed. by Smith, reviewed, 343
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Libscomb, Elizabeth Johnston, and Mary Tabb Johnston, Amelia
Gayle Gorgas: A Biography, reviewed, 107
Life and Adventures of Daniel Boone, by Lofaro, reviewed, 234
Life and Labor on Argyle Island: Letters and Documents of a
Savannah River Rice Plantation, 1833-1867, ed. by Clifton,
reviewed, 102
Life of Billy Yank: The Common Soldier of the Union, by Wiley,
reprint ed., reviewed, 118
Life of Johnny Reb: The Common Soldier of the Confederacy,
by Wiley, reprint ed., reviewed, 118
Lofaro, Michael A., The Life and Adventures of Daniel Boone,
reviewed, 234
Long Gone, by Hemphill, reviewed, 365
Lost Treasure of Florida’s Gulf Coast, by Hudson and Prescott,
reviewed, 116
Lucas, Marion B., “Civil War Career of Colonel George Washington Scott,” 129
Lumpkin, Rosa S., and Lark E. Adams, eds., South Carolina
Journals of the House of Representatives, 1785-1786, reviewed,
306

McCandless, Amy M., Samuel M. Hines, George W. Hopkins, and
Jack R. Censer, eds., South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 3,
reviewed, 459
McCrary, Peyton, Abraham Lincoln and Reconstruction: The
Louisiana Experiment, reviewed, 451
McDevitt, Robert, and Kenneth Matthews, The Unlikely Legacy,
reviewed, 364
McDiarmid, Roy W., ed., Amphibians & Repitles, reviewed, 364
McGough, Lucy S., and Frank T. Read, Let Them be Judged:
The Judicial Intergration of the Deep South, reviewed, 356
McGovern, Ann, Shark Lady: The Adventures of Eugenie Clark,
reviewed, 119
McLaurin, Melton Alonza, The Knights of Labor in the South,
reviewed, 453
McMath, Robert C., Jr., book review by, 217
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McMurry, Richard M., book reviews by, 107, 449
McWilliams, Jerry, The Preservation and Restoration of Sound
Recordings, reviewed, 365
Maguire, Amelia Rea, and Allen Morris, “The Unicameral Legislature in Florida,” 303
Mahon, John K., book review by, 89
Maligned General: A Biography of Thomas S. Jesup, by Kieffer,
reviewed, 333
Malone, Margaret Gay, Dolly the Dolphin, reviewed, 119
Mamaw’s Memoirs, by Cherbonneaux, reviewed, 472
Mammals, ed. by Lane, reviewed, 364
Maple, Marilyn, “Ruggles Hubbard, Civil Governor of Fernandina,” 315
Martin, Richard Apley, and George E. Buker, “Governor
Tonyn’s Brown-Water Navy: East Florida During the American Revolution, 1775-1778,” 58
“Mary Grace Quackenbos, A Visitor Florida Did Not Want,” by
Jerrell H. Shofner, 273
Matthews, Janet Snyder, “ ‘He Has Carried His Life in His
Hands’: The ‘Sarasota Assassination Society’of 1884,” 1
Matthews, Kenneth, and Robert McDevitt, The Unlikely Legacy,
reviewed, 364
Max Perkins, Editor of Genius, by Berg, reviewed, 221
Medicine and Slavery: The Diseases and Health Care of Blacks in
Antebellum Virginia, by Savitt, reviewed, 99
Mertz, Paul E., New Deal Policy and Southern Rural Poverty,
reviewed, 217
Messner, William F., Freedmen and the Ideology of Free Labor:
Louisiana, 1862-1865, reviewed, 105
Metcalf, Clayton Gillis, The Gillis Family in the South, reviewed,
473
Milanich, Jerald T., book review by, 469
Milner, Anita Creek, Newspaper Indexes: A Location and Subject
Guide for Researchers, Volume II, reviewed, 476
Minutes, Journals, and Acts of the General Assembly of British
West Florida, comp. and ed. by Rea and Howard, reviewed,
197
Moral Choices: Memory, Desire, and Imagination in Nineteenth
Century American Abolitionism, by Walker, reviewed, 95
Mormino, Gary R., book review by, 463
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Morris, Allen, comp., The Florida Handbook, 1979-1980, reviewed, 228
Morris, Allen, and Amelia Rea Maguire, “The Unicameral Legislature in Florida,” 303
Morris, Alton C., and Bertha E. Bloodworth, Places in the Sun:
The History and Romance of Florida Place Names, reviewed,
332
Moulton, Gary F., John Ross, Cherokee Chief, reviewed, 92
Museums in Motion: An Introduction to the History and Functions of Museums, by Alexander, reviewed, 233

Namorato, Michael V., ed., Have We Overcome? Race Relations
Since Brown, reviewed, 233
National Register of Historic Places, Florida Sites, 480
Nature Guide to Florida, by Rabkin and Rabkin, reviewed, 201
New Deal Policy and Southern Rural Poverty, by Mertz, reviewed,
217
New Rivers News, 481
“New Voyage of North American Discovery: Pedro de Salazar’s
Visit to the ‘Island of Giants’,” by Paul E. Hoffman, 415
Newspaper Indexes: A Location and Subject Guide for Researchers, Volume II, by Milner, reviewed, 476
No Castles on Main Street, by Kraft, reviewed, 363
“No Dimes,” A Tribute to Old Mooney, by Gillis, reviewed, 364
North American Indians: An Introduction to Chichimeca, by
Castile, reviewed, 464
Nurmi, Victor, and August Burghard, The Fabulous Finn, the
Autobiography of Victor Nurmi, reviewed, 116

Oates, Stephen B., Our Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln, John
Brown, and the Civil War Era, reviewed, 346
O’Brien, Michael, To a Dark Moon, reviewed, 120
Offshoots: The H. F. Lee Family Book, by Humphrey and
Fletcher, reviewed, 474
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Older People in Florida: A Statistical Abstract, 1978, by Osterbind
and O’Rand, reviewed, 362
Olsen, Dale A., book review by, 111
On the Bethel Trail, by Davis, reviewed, 229
On the Making of Americans, ed. by Gans, Glazer, Gusfield, and
Jencks, reviewed, 477
One Hundred Years of State Leadership in Florida Public Education, by White, reviewed, 336
Oral History Association, 125
O’Rand, Angela M., and Carter C. Osterbind, Older People in
Florida: A Statistical Abstract, 1978, reviewed, 362
Orange County Historical Society, 479
Osterbind, Carter C., and Angela M. O’Rand, Older People in
Florida: A Statistical Obstract, 1978, reviewed, 362
Our Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln, John Brown, and the Civil
War Era, by Oates, reviewed, 346
Our Masters the Rebels: A Speculation on Union Military Failure
in the East, 1861-1865, by Adams, reviewed, 347
Owens, Harry P., book review by, 210

Paludan, Phillip S., book review by, 95
Pancake, John, book review by, 208
Papers of John C. Calhoun: Volume XI, 1829-1832, ed. by Wilson,
reviewed, 208
“Park Trammell and the Florida Democratic Senatorial Primary
of 1916,” by Stephen Kerber, 255
Pat Harrison: The New Deal Years, by Swain, reviewed, 354
Patton, James W., and Beth G. Crabtree, eds., “‘Journal of a
Secesh Lady”: The Diary of Catherine Ann Devereaux Edmonston, 1860-1866, reviewed, 477
Peace River Valley Historical Society, 124
Peckham, Howard, ed., Sources of American Independence: Selected Manuscripts From the Collections of the William L.
Clements Library, reviewed, 90
Peeples, Vernon E., “Charlotte Harbor Division of the Florida
Southern Railroad,” 291
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Perdue, Theda, Slavery and the Evolution of Cherokee Society,
1540-1866, reviewed, 467
Peters, Virginia Bergman, The Florida Wars, reviewed, 89
Petitclerc, Denne Bart, and Peter Bart, Destinies, reviewed, 476
Places in the Sun: The History and Romance of Florida Place
Names, by Bloodworth and Morris, reviewed, 332
Pleasure and Pain: Reminiscences of Georgia in the 1840’s, by
Burke, reviewed, 345
Political Economy of the Cotton South: Households, Markets,
and Wealth in the Nineteenth Century, by Wright, reviewed,
455
Polk (County) Public Museum, 127
Pope, John, A Tour Through the Southern and Western Territories of the United States of North-America, ed. by Starr,
facsimile ed., reviewed, 114
Porter, Kenneth Wiggins, book review by, 467
Portraits: Wooden Houses of Key West, by Wells, reviewed, 472
Pottery of the Fort Walton Period, by Lazarus and Hawkins, reviewed, 469
Pozzetta, George E., and David Colburn, eds., America and the
New Ethnicity, reviewed, 463
Prescott, Gordon R., and L. Frank Hudson, Lost Treasure of
Florida’s Gulf Coast, reviewed, 116
Preservation and Restoration of Sound Recordings, by McWilliams, reviewed, 365
Proctor, Samuel, ed., Eighteenth-Century Florida: The Impact of
the American Revolution, reviewed, 87
Profile of the Negro in American Dentistry, ed. by Kidd, reviewed,
475
Progress for the Countryside, by Browning, reviewed, 473
Protest at Selma. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, by Garrow, reviewed, 358
Provenzo, Eugene F., Jr., “St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line,”
72
Prucha, Francis Paul, book review by, 465

Quinn, Jane, Catholics of Marion County, reviewed, 114; The
Story of A Nun: Jeanie Gordon Brown, reviewed, 335
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Rabkin, Jacob, and Richard Rabkin, Nature Guide to Florida,
reviewed, 201
Rabkin, Richard, and Jacob Rabkin, Nature Guide to Florida,
reviewed, 201
Raum, Hans, and Milton Crouch, comp., Directory of State and
Local History Periodicals, reviewed, 118
Rea, Robert R., book review by, 87
Rea, Robert R., and Milo B. Howard, Jr., comps. and eds., The
Minutes, Journals, and Acts of the General Assembly of British
West Florida, reviewed, 197
“Reaching and Touching,” Florida Department of State, Division
of Cultural Resources, 481
Read, Frank T., and Lucy S. McGough, Let Them be Judged: The
Judicial Intergration of the Deep South, reviewed, 356
Recreating the Historic House Interior, by Seale, reviewed, 118
Reese, Rosemary, comp., Documentations of Collections, reviewed,
365
Reformer in the Marketplace: Edward W. Bok and the Ladies’
Home Journal, by Steinberg, reviewed, 223
Regional Imagination: The South and Recent American History,
by Grantham, reviewed, 461
Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award, 240, 245, 479;
awarded to Robert Hemenway, 122
Revisiting Blassingame’s The Slave Community: The Scholars
Respond, ed. by Gilmore, reviewed, 210
Revolt Against Chivalry: Jessie Daniel Ames and the Women’s
Campaign Against Lynching, by Hall, reviewed, 350
Revolutionary War in the South: Power, Conflict, and Leadership.
Essays in Honor of John Richard Alden, ed. by Higgins, reviewed, 443
Rice, Eileen F., book review by, 335
Richardson, Joe M., book review by, 353
Rise of Rawlins Lowndes, 1721-1800, by Vipperman, reviewed, 120
Robinson, W. Stitt, The Southern Colonial Frontier, 1607-1763,
reviewed, 442
Rogers, William Warren, book review by, 453
Roller, David C., and Robert W. Twyman, eds., Encylopedia of
Southern History, reviewed, 474
Rowe, Anne E., The Enchanted Country: Northern Writers in
the South, 1865-1910, reviewed, 216
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Rudloe, Jack, Time of the Turtle, reviewed, 338
Rudwick, Elliott, book review by, 350
“Ruggles Hubbard, Civil Governor of Fernandina,” by Marilyn
Maple, 315

Sacred Circle: The Dilemma of the Intellectual in the Old South,
1840-1860, by Faust, reviewed, 445
Sacred Harp: A Tradition and Its Music, by Cobb, reviewed, 111
St. Augustine’s Pictures of the Past: A Second Discovery, by Tellier, reviewed, 228
“St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line,” by Eugene F. Provenzo, Jr.,
72
Sanchez-Fabres, Elena, Situación histórica de las Floridas en la
segunda mitad del siglo XVIII, reviewed, 85
Savitt, Todd L., Medicine and Slavery: The Diseases and Health
Care of Blacks in Antebellum Virginia, reviewed, 99
Schmier, Louie E., book review by, 108
Schooling for the New Slavery: Black Industrial Education, 18651950, by Spivey, reviewed, 232
Scott, Ann Firor, book review by, 447
Seale, William, Recreating the Historic House Interior, reviewed,
118
Season of Youth: The American Revolution and the Historical
Imagination, by Kammen, reviewed, 202
Servies, James, comp., A Guide to the Manuscripts and Special
Collections of the John C. Pace Library, University of West
Florida, reviewed, 364
Shark Lady: The Adventures of Eugenie Clark, by McGovern, reviewed, 119
Sharpton, Delos L., James Graves, and Lewis C. Lampley, Three
Churches: One Spirit, reviewed, 362
Sherman’s March, by Wheeler, reviewed, 449
Sherril, Chris, and Roger Aiello, Key West, The Last Resort, reviewed, 228
Shofner, Jerrell H. (winner of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize), 121; “Mary Grace Quackenbos, A Visitor Florida Did Not Want,” 273
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Situación histórica de las Floridas en la segunda mitad del siglo
XVIII, by Sanchez-Fabres, reviewed, 85
Slavery and the Evolution of Cherokee Society, 1540-1866, by
Perdue, reviewed, 467
“‘Sly Foxes: Henry Flagler, George Miles, and Florida’s Public
Domain,” by Edward N. Akin, 22
Smith, Austin, comp., Historical, Mysterious, Picturesque New
River, reviewed, 365
Smith, Julia F., book review by, 455
Smith, Paul H., ed., Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789,
Volume 3: January 1-May 15, 1776, reviewed, 343
Smith, Phyllis Rose, and Floreda Duke Varick, Tallahassee and
Leon County, Florida, Cemeteries, reviewed, 362
Smithsonian Institution Seminars, 481
Social Origins of the New South: Alabama, 1860-1885, by Wiener,
reviewed, 211
Social Relations in Our Southern States, by Hundley, reviewed,
366
Son of the Wilderness: The Life of John Muir, by Wolfe, reprinted ed., reviewed, 117
Sources of American Independence: Selected Manuscripts From
the Collections of the William L. Clements Library, ed. by
Peckham, reviewed, 90
South and the Politics of Slavery, 1828-1856, by Cooper, reviewed,
98
South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 3, ed. by Hines, Hopkins,
McCandless, and Censer, reviewed, 459
South Carolina: A Synoptic History for Laymen, by Jones, revised ed., reviewed, 119
South Carolina Journals of the House of Representatives, 17851786, ed. by Adams and Lumpkin, reviewed, 366
South Florida Pioneers, 370
Southeastern Indians since the Removal Era, ed. by Williams, reviewed, 465
Southern Colonial Frontier, 1607-1763, by Robinson, reviewed,
442
Southern Federalists, 1800-1816, by Broussard, reviewed, 206
Southern Labor History Conference, 128
Spivey, Donald, Schooling for the New Slavery: Black Industrial
Education, 1865-1950, reviewed, 232
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Starr, J. Barton, ed., A Tour Through the Southern and Western
Territories of the United States of North-America, by Pope,
facsimile ed., reviewed, 114
Steinberg, Salme Harju, Reformer in the Marketplace: Edward
W. Bok and the Ladies’ Home Journal, reviewed, 223
Story of a Nun: Jeanie Gordon Brown, by Quinn, reviewed, 335
Strangers Within the Gate City: The Jews of Atlanta, 1845-1915,
by Hertzberg, reviewed, 108
Streak of Luck: The Life and Legend of Thomas Alva Edison, by
Conot, reviewed, 223
“Strivings for Sovereignty: Alexander McGillivray, Creek Warfare, and Diplomacy, 1783-1790,” by Thomas D. Watson, 400
Swain, Martha H., Pat Harrison: The New Deal Years, reviewed,
354

Tallahassee and Leon County, Florida, Cemeteries, by Varick
and Smith, reviewed, 362
“Tallahassee’s Black Churches, 1865-1885,” by Robert L. Hall, 185
Tampa Bay History, 470
Tampa Historical Society, 124
Tebeau, Charlton W., book review by, 223
Tellier, Mark, St. Augustine’s Pictures of the Past: A Second Discovery, reviewed, 228
Tequesta, 471
Thomas Cultural Center, 367, 479
Thomas, Emory M., book review by, 102
Thompson, Ralph P., ed., Florida Statistical Abstract 78, reviewed,
117
Three Churches: One Spirit, by Graves, Sharpton, and Lampley,
reviewed, 362
Time for the White Egret, by Carlson, reviewed, 119
Time of the Turtle, by Rudloe, reviewed, 338
To a Dark Moon, by O’Brien, reviewed, 120
Toner, Mike, and Pat Toner, Florida by Paddle and Pack, reviewed, 117
Toner, Pat, and Mike Toner, Florida by Paddle and Pack, reviewed, 117
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Topping, Aileen Moore, book review by, 199
Tour Through the Southern and Western Territories of the
United States of North-America, by Pope, ed. by Starr, facsimile ed., reviewed, 114
“Trail Indians of Florida,” by James W. Covington, 37
Tregle, Joseph G., Jr., book review by, 451
Twyman, Robert W., and David L. Roller, eds., Encyclopedia of
Southern History, reviewed, 474

“Unicameral Legislature in Florida,” by Allen Morris and Amelia
Rea Maguire, 303
Unlikely Legacy, by Matthews and McDevitt, reviewed, 364

Varick, Floreda Duke, and Phyllis Rose Smith, Tallahassee and
Leon County, Florida, Cemeteries, reviewed, 362
Villars, 1800-1900, by Bowman, reviewed, 473
Vipperman, Carl J., The Rise of Rawlins Lowndes, 1721-1800,
reviewed, 120; book review by, 92

“WTVJ’s Miami Crime War: A Television Crusade,” by Paul G.
Ashdown, 427
Walker, Peter, Moral Choices: Memory, Desire, and Imagination
in Nineteenth Century American Abolitionism, reviewed, 95
Warnke, James R., The Ghost Towns & Side Roads of Florida,
reviewed, 116
Watson, Thomas D., “Strivings for Sovereignty: Alexander McGillivray, Creek Warfare, and Diplomacy, 1783-1790,” 400
Wells, Sharon, Portraits: Wooden Houses of Key West, reviewed,
472
Wentworth Foundation, Inc., 123
Wheeler, Ann M., and Iris R. Yatter, Florida: Chapters from the
Past and Present, reviewed, 363
Wheeler, Richard, Sherman’s March, reviewed, 449
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White, Arthur O., One Hundred Years of State Leadership in
Florida Public Education, reviewed, 336
White Man’s Indian: Images of the American Indian from
Columbus to the Present, by Berkhofer, reviewed, 360
Wiener, Jonathan M., Social Origins of the New South: Alabama,
1860-1885, reviewed, 211
Wiley, Bell I., The Life of Billy Yank: The Common Soldier of
the Union, reprint ed., reviewed, 118; The Life of Johnny
Reb: The Common Soldier of the Confederacy, reprint ed.,
reviewed, 118
Wilkins, Mira, Foreign Enterprise in Florida, The Impact of NonU.S. Direct Investment in Florida, reviewed, 231
Williams, Walter L., ed., Southeastern Indians since the Removal
Era, reviewed, 465
Wilson, Clyde N., ed., The Papers of John C. Calhoun; Volume
XI, 1829-1832, reviewed, 208
“With the Wehrmacht in Florida: The German POW Facility at
Camp Blanding, 1942-1946,” by Robert D. Billinger, 160
Wolfe, Linnie March, Son of the Wilderness: The Life of John
Muir, reprint ed., reviewed, 117; John of the Mountains, The
Unpublished Journals of John Muir, reviewed, 231
Women in American Foreign Affairs, by Calkin, reviewed, 230
Wonders of Crows, by Blassingame, reviewed, 119
Wright, Gavin, The Political Economy of the Cotton South:
Households, Markets, and Wealth in the Nineteenth Century,
reviewed, 455
Wright, J. Leitch, Jr., book reviews by, 197, 202

Yatter, Iris R., and Ann M. Wheeler, Florida: Chapters from the
Past and Present, reviewed, 363
“ ‘Yo Solo’Not ‘Solo’: Juan Antonio de Riaño,” by Eric Beerman,
174
Young, James Harvey, book review by, 99

Zim, Howard S., Alligators and Crocodiles, rev. ed., reviewed, 119
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